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ON THE MEND:  Please keep the following parishioners and others in your 
prayers for recovery from their illnesses and injuries:  Father Bob, 
Archbishop Daniel, Metropolitan Antony, Metropolitan Yurij, Archbishop 
Jovan, Metropolitan Savas, Father Jakiw Norton, Father Paul Stoll, Father 
Joseph Kopchak, Father Elias Warnke, Father George Yatsko, Father Paul 
Bigelow, Father Emilian Balan, Father John & Pani Mary Anne Nakonachny, 
Father Steve Repa, Archpriest Dionysi Vitali, Protodeacon Joseph Hotrovich, 
Father Paisius McGrath, Father Michael Smolynec, Father Lawrence & 
Matushka Sophia Daniels, Father Joe & Protinica Linda Cervo, Father John 
Harrold [Saint Sylvester], Igumen Patrick, Father Jim Orr, Father Rick 
Seilier, Panimatka Laryssa Charest, Fr. Vasyl Sendeha, Father George & 
Dobrodijka Oksana Bazylevsky, Father Angelo Artemas, Father John 
Haluszczak, Dr. Christina Nellis, Father Joshua [Anna], Father Justin (Todd) 
Mokhiber, Pani Cathy Danczak, Protopresbyter Gerald Ozlanski, Joshua 
Agosto and his family, Eva Malesnick, Nick Behun, Grace Holupka, Gary & 
Linda Mechtly, Evelyn Misko, Jeanne Boehing, Alex Drobot, Rachelle, Jane 
Golofski, Doug Diller, Harry Krewsun, Mary Alice Babcock, Dorie Kunkle, 
Mary Evelyn King, Sam Wadrose, Isabella Olivia Lindgren, Ethel Thomas, 
Donna, Erin, Michael Miller, Grace & Owen Ostrasky, Patti Sinecki, David 
Genshi, Sue Segeleon, Mike Gallagher, Liz Stumpf, Theodore Nixon, 
Michelle Corba Kapeluck, Linda Hippert & family, Margaret Vladimir, Luke 
Emmerling, Robert McKivitz, Liz Obradovich, Halyna Zelinska [Archbishop 
Daniel’s mother], Charlotte, Andrew Mark Olynyk, Deborah Finley, Claire 
Senita, Eleanor Kelly, Bryan, Nancy Barylak, Patrick Keenan, Khrystyna 
Chorniy, Anthony Cormier, Nathan Forbeck, Sarah Doyle, Samuel Peters, 
Esther Holupka, David Vallor, Henry Faraly, Julie Eiler, Dorothy Lednovich, 
Bob C., Allie—young girl with leukemia, Heather Kramer, Jane Wartinbee, 
Matthew—young man with cancer, Nicholas Orlando, Mary Ann Kuznik, 
Michael Pryhodzenko, Theresa Ditto, Mary Ann Musial, Yvonne Christy, 
Father Deacon Myron & Barbara Spak, Julia Duda, Lisa Pandle, Kris & Julie 
Hanczar, John Kennedy, Gaelle Kelly, Irma McDivitt, Robin Young, Mckayla, 
Rachel, Carl & Margaret Reed, Lydia Wilson, Robert Pointon, Walter Cecelia, 
John Persico, Jeff Miller, Mary Kernick, Glenn Miller, Jean Marie, Donna & 
Walter McCrackin, Bonnie & Eugene Blair [Pani Gina’s parents], David 
Hoenshell, Barbara Macino, Shelley Hill, Linda Cawley, Gerald Cogley, Corey 



Guich, Robert Vangrin, Pauline Witkowsky, Sera White, Deborah Smith, 
Nancy & Eric Dunik, Julian Strozh [young lady with cerebral palsy], Dr. 
Kirsten Ream, Patricia Corey, Michelle, Katie Swarm, Michelle, Patrick, Linda 
Morris, Chris, David Hiles, Jennifer, Cher Mount, Frank & Janet Horrell, Jim 
Wandling, Gail, Sirena Sharp, Ron Paulovich, Sandi Anderson, Lina, Shirley, 
Denny Mader, Ella Campbell, Tom Hyatt, Bill Janiro, Jean Symanko-Andy’s 
sister, William Lemonakis, Alma Wyke, Lindsay Romanczak & family, Susan 
Lucas, Neil Carter & family, James Paluh, Mickie Weikel, Evelyn Krempasky, 
Tammy Strunk, Loida Esbry, Darlene Chicka Deskins, Drew, Alice & Keith 
Philipa, Kateryna Kocelko, Mira Filipović, Lynn, Jacqueline, Sharon, Zan 
Cheng, Kristy, Elaine Ellenberger, Brandon, Anna Tranchine, Demetra, Blase 
Urban, Catherine Hogel & children, Jennifer & Dylan, Ron Schwartz, Lydia 
Wilson, Flora Tomlin, Howell Swarm, Jane Bielewicz Allred, Katie Elizabeth, 
Mileva, & Michael, Deirdré Straughan, Terri Paluh, Lori & Steve Lucier, 
Kyranna Cherpas, Pastor Bruce Nordeen, Heather Ried, Carla Perry, Linda 
Elliot, Dennis McDaniel, Luke Tinsley, Brent, Tricia, Katherine Gorman, 
Pamela Jaquette, Sherri Walewski, Marika Zeliszczuk, Donna Davis, Jackie 
Crimbchin, Marta Charron, Mary [Corba], Margie Sekelsky, Gary Howell, 
Fran Fulton, Gina Catanese, Bill Vizza, Jamie Swarm, Kevin Allen (from 
Ancient Faith Radio), Kathy Flaherty, Tori Reade-Henry’s niece, Derick-Glen 
Burlack’s neighbor, Michael, Nichole & Christopher, Ben Douglas, Dianne 
Donahue, Zachary, Natasha, Noah Willard, Jodi Hanczar, Gregory Cervo, 
Lisa Bruce, Martha Nezolyk, Kathy Cvetkovich, Judy, Will, Emma, Ginny, Ye-
Jin, Maria, John & JoAnn, Jim & Kitty, Phil Bouse, Ralph & Beverly Stoker, 
Noah Willard, Nikola, Natalie, Nikola, & Nevenka Jovonovich, Julia Collier, 
Amy Kemerer, Thomas Smith, Tracy Slaugenhaupt, Louis & Terri Berceli, 
Tom Nolan, Silvia Martin, Dena & George, Georgia, Lawanda [Evelyn’s 
niece], Maureen Sams, John Kendall, Judi Danser, Darcy, Nancy, Ian Brick, 
Cecilia Barnhart, Logan Magorien, Pam & Gordon Grant, Debbie & Jerry 
Novosel, Noah Willard, Sandra Dillard, Danielle McCann, Barry [Father Jim 
Orr’s cousin], Tim Joyce, Joe Samchuck—vocations, Albert Heckman, 
Brianna Stumpf, Stanley Porembka, David & Terry Coyne Hartnett, Mike C., 
Jennifer Scheirer [Nick Behun’s daughter], Catherine Beecham [Father 
Bob’s cousin], JoAnne & Dave Andrews, Rev. Peg Bowman, Pat & Jan 
Jennings, Tim Sams, Mike Ruzzi, Stephen Popichak—Fr. Bob’s brother, Mary 
Kay Ludovicy, Pastor Sara Irwin, George Dilendorf, Sharon Torick, Carol 
Behun, Erv Frye, William Lusherand, Colin Kirton—Stage 4 pancreatic 
cancer, Clifford, Paul Riley, Tonee & Sydnee Turner, Annette Paluh, Theresa 
Paluh, Cathy Lotinsky, Monk Andrew, Jeff & Buschra Kerr, Margaret 
Sekelsky, Robert Sekelsky, Robert Rodriguez, Rita & Joe Mrvos, Alexandra 
& Bowen, Katherine Kulik, Pastor Terry Polen, Eleanor Kitt, Stacie & Gary, 
Maria Warholak, Stacie & Gary, Anna Sekelik, Christy, Mariruth, Rich & Judy 



Previc, Ben Williams, Father Joe Uzar, Tim—surgery, John Wakin, Olivia—
young girl with a brain tumor, Rick & Sharon Morgan, John Stasko, John, 
Kris & Kait, Kristi Wilson, Wendy LaGamba, Melissa Gross [hip 
replacement], Amy Forbeck, David Salazar, Kitty Mary, Dr. Paul Riley, David 
Hess, Serena, Wyatt, Makenzie, Jennifer, Chaplain Rachelle Zazzu, 
Alexandra Roberts, Candace Irvin, Carol Muschick, Grace Love [knee 
replacement], Stacie Riley, Joseph Paul Cervo, Jr. [infant], Elizabeth [5-
year-old], Lillian Skowvron, Sue & Greg Heinen, Paul Simpson [Father Bob’s 
cousin], Sharon Curtis Rivas, Kathy Milcic, Lisa Bolan, David G. [cancer], 
Donna [dementia] & Darla, Adam Snow, the McKenna family, David Gazella, 
Brian & Michele Cannone, Robert Rodrigues & family, Father Deacon James 
& Diakonissa Kari Rossetti, Michael Welsh, Nick Solominsky, Samantha & 
Lisa Houser, Sarah Stepanovich Clark, Julia Baloga, Brett Crosby, Randy 
Lapuh, Henry & Shirley Tkacik, Diane & Arthur Chaklis, Denny Mader, Zoe 
Oswalt—Fr. Bob’s cousin [cancer], Barbette [cancer] & Scott, Kristin 
[cancer], Erm Hartmann, Barbara Bookser [cancer], Bob Mazzuca [cancer], 
Marko, Taylor, Terri Crosby-Vega [knee replacement], Christine Mohamed, 
Sue Demko, Tammy Marsico, Terry & David Hartnett, Jamie Ball, Kay 
Williams, Hannah Stewart, Jim Wyko—Alex’s friend, Dan Losego, Lisa Bruce, 
Yvette, Barry Bender, Scott McDougall, Andrew Zelleznick, Byron & Cecilia 
Scott, Laura, Christopher, & Baby Jane Dickson, Vespina, Michelle Russo, 
Julie Tripodi, Alby Oxenreiter, Debbie—HTUCC [knee], Jackie May, Barbara 
Morvay, David Salsar, N&O, Randy & Adrienne Kuny, Vince Berardinelli, 
Mason Martin [Karns City HS QB] & family, Martin Mrvos, Jeff McCoy, 
Lauren & Sloane Valentina Persico, Alexis & baby Colton Rosati, Jessica 
Shirley, Mark [kidney cancer], Steve Milcic, Wilbert Wagner, Bob 
Wojciechowski, Ashley, Beth Skowvron, Sharon Svitek, Laura D., Luke D, 
and Jill Morocco.  We pray that God will grant them all a speedy recovery. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to our March babies:  Walter Anthony Burlack on 

the 7th, Mary Shirley on the 9th, Mother Alexandra on the 11th, and 

Judy Previc on the 12th.  May God grant them all Many Happy, 

Healthy, Prosperous, and Blessed Years!  M’nohaya Lita!  God Bless 
their families and friends… 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ…  There is NOTHING to keep us 

from praying…for each other, for our family and friends, and most 
of all for the first responders—EMTs, nurses, doctors, firefighters, 

police officers, and members of our military who keep us safe.  Be 
well and be SAFE!!!  God Bless! 

 



Please remember ALL American service men and women in your prayers.  

May God watch over them and ALL American service men and women—and 
bring them all home safely! 

 

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE! 

 

Communion Fasting:  nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in 

cases where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical 

reasons:  medication, diabetes, etc.  If you have a question, please ask 
Father Bob. 

 

AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if 
you just need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 956-6626. 
  

SERVICES IN SLICKVILLE 
SUNDAY, March 03   OBEDNITZA—UPSTAIRS   10:30 AM 

SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON; APOSTLES ARCHIPPUS & PHILEMON OF THE 
70 & MARTYR APPHIA; MARTYRS MAXIMUS, THEODOTUS, HEYCHYIUS, & 

ASCLEPIODOTUS OF ADRIANOPOLIS; SAINTS EUGENE & MACARIUS-
PRESBYTERS-CONFESSORS AT ANTIOCH; SAINT DOSETHEUS OF 

PALESTINE-DISCIPLE OF SAINT ABBA DOROTHEUS; SAINT RABULAS 

Tone 6 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20,  Hebrews 13:7-16 

Luke 15:11-32; Matthew 5:14-19 
Litany in Blessed Memory of Mary Smith, John Metrick, Andrew Hanczar, Anna 

Lawrence, Daria Masur, Michael Cicio, Charles Shumsky, Terry Reinhart, 
Jean Stutchell, Joseph Vangrin, Frank Riznow, Michael Holupka, & Joseph 

Nezolyk—Fr. Bob 
 

SUNDAY, March 10   OBEDNITZA—UPSTAIRS   10:30 AM 
***REMINDER—DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME STARTS 2 AM*** 

SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT; MEATFARE SUNDAY; SIANT PORPHYRIUS-
BISHOP OF GAZA; MARTYR SEBASTIAN; NEW MARTYR JOHN CALPHAS 

Tone 7 
1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2 

Matthew 25:31-46 

 
SUNDAY, March 17   OBEDNITZA—UPSTAIRS   10:30 AM 

FORGIVENESS SUNDAY; CHEESEFARE SUNDAY; SAINT GERASIMUS OF THE 
JORDAN; SAINT JULIAN-PATRIARCH OF ALEXANDRIA; SAINT JAMES THE 

FASTER OF PHOENICIA; MARTYR WENCESLAUS-PRINCE OF THE CZECHS; 
BLESSED BASIL-PRINCE OF ROSTOV 

Tone 8 
Romans 13:11-14-4 

Matthew 6:14-21 

 



BULLETIN INSERT FOR 03 MARCH 2024 
SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON; APOSTLES ARCHPPUS & 

PHILEMON OF THE 70 & MARTYR APPHIA; MARTYRS MAXIMUS, 

THEODOTUS, HEYCHYIUS, & ASCLEPIODOTUS OF ADRIANOPOLIS; 

SAINTS EUGENE & MACARIUS-PRESBYTERS-CONFESSORS AT 

ANTIOCH; SAINT DOSETHEUS OF PALESTINE-DISCIPLE OF SAINT 

ABBA DOROTHEUS; SAINT RABULAS 
 

TROPARION—TONE 6 

The angelic powers were at Thy tomb; the guards became as dead men. 

Mary stood by Thy grave, seeking Thy most pure body. 
Thou didst capture hell, not being tempted by it. 

Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life. 

O Lord who didst rise from the dead:  glory to Thee! 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
 

KONTAKION—TONE 3 

I have recklessly forgotten Thy glory, O Father; 

And among sinners I have scattered the riches which Thou gavest me. 

And now I cry to Thee as the Prodigal: 
I have sinned before Thee, O merciful Father; 

Receive me a penitent and make me as one of Thy hired Servants. 

 

Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 
KONTAKION—TONE 6 

When Christ God, the Giver of Life, 

Raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery with His mighty hand, 

He bestowed resurrection on the human race. 
He is the Savior of all, 

The Resurrection, the Life, and the God of all! 

 

PROKEIMENON—TONE 6 

READER:  O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. 
PEOPLE:  O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. 

READER:  To Thee, O Lord, will I call.  O my God, be not silent to me. 

PEOPLE:  O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. 

READER:  O Lord, save Thy people. 

PEOPLE:  And bless Thine inheritance. 
 



ALLELUIA VERSES—TONE 6 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of 
the heavenly God. 

 

He will say to the Lord:  My Protector and my Refuge; my God, in whom I 

trust. 

 

Father Joshua [Anna] offers: 

"To do a good deed does not mean only to help the other 
materially.  Let it be just a smile.  The smile is a sign of peace.  And 

we don't have enough time to look at each other today.  Therefore, 

a kind smile is a great gift. Sympathy is a priceless gift.  The 

outstretched hand is a symbol of love.  People are starving for 

love."  Archimandrite Victor [Mammoths] 

 
 

This Post-Christian Era 
The Decline of Christianity in America 



Some thirty-six years ago our monastic brotherhood arrived on Vashon 

Island, establishing ourselves in a rental house near the Village of Dockton.  
This little village had two churches, built by the original founders of the 

community.  Dockton, in the 1880's, had the largest dry dock north of San 

Francisco, and was the site for the construction of tall ships.  The ship 

builders were immigrant Croatians and Norwegians, working the docks, and 

raising their families in a village that could only be reached by boat. 
The Norwegians built a Lutheran church, and the Croatians constructed 

a Catholic parish.  The first location for our monastery was, in fact, an old 

farm house built at the turn of the century by a Norwegian ship builder.  

Little did we monks know at the time, but God had planned for our 
monastery to be permanently located on the hill overlooking the old farm 

house, Saint Patrick's Catholic church, and the old Lutheran church. 

The Lutheran church was eventually to be converted into a house, and 

Saint Patrick's church was torn down, after having been closed for fifteen 

years.  While driving by the pile of rubble, Frank, a Roman Catholic villager, 
came up to my car window and said, "You are all that's left, Father."  

Driving away I felt sad, for truly our monastery is now the only remaining 

religious institution on Maury Island (the smaller island connected to 

Vashon Island). 

Where Have all the Churches Gone? 
Driving around Seattle neighborhoods, one is struck by the number of 

former churches that are now used for purposes other than the worship of 

God.  A few have become mental health clinics, or antique shops.  Some 

are coffee houses, or private homes.  Many have simply been torn down, 

replaced by apartment houses, or retail stores. 
Zoning laws make it difficult to build new churches, and it is rare to 

find a church in a newly constructed suburban neighborhood.  Mega-

churches abound, drawing people into buildings that often look more like 

movie theaters, or entertainment centers.  The impact this new trend has 
on neighborhoods is severe, for families are now forced to live in 

neighborhoods that are secular, devoid as they are of religious influence. 

Mega-churches, because of the high costs required to maintain their 

"plants", teach a dumbed down form of Christianity, so the people, 

unchallenged by sermons on repentance and sin, keep coming back, filling 
the coffers, and paying the huge salaries of clergy who have sold out, 

betraying the Gospel of Christ. 

America is in need of Orthodox Christianity more than ever, and we 

Orthodox Christians must find better ways to share our faith with fellow 

Americans.  It is not enough to continue serving ethnic communities 
without also reaching out with the Ancient Faith of our Fathers, and building 

a missionary zeal for America.  The life of this country depends on it.  Just 



as the Moscow Patriarchate, after the fall of communism, established 

missions to reconvert the Russian people to Holy Orthodoxy, so, too, must 
we American Orthodox reach out in missionary witness to our American 

neighbors. 

The influence of Christianity is waning in this country, and the attacks 

on Christian morality, and Christian values, has increased in dramatic ways. 

We are now living in a post-christian society, where Christian morality and 
virtue has given way to paganism.  We must become like the Christians of 

old, and be willing to lay down our lives in witness to the Eternal Truths that 

are found in our Faith, giving witness to Christ Jesus, and His Church.  Now 

is not the time to operate ethnic preservation societies, or guard our 
churches from the influence of "those outsiders". 

With love in Christ, 

Abbot Tryphon 

 
 

Continue to Hope in the Lord 

Psalm 30/31:24-Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your 

heart, all ye that hope in the LORD. (KJV) 

The Holy Scriptures clearly encourage believers to continually hope in 

the Lord.  The Psalms indicate the Lord will strengthen believers placing 

their hope in Him.  Strength from the Lord is necessary for hope to continue 



when life is very difficult.  Believers living faithful to the Lord testify to the 

validity of remaining hopeful  The lives of the saints and martyrs reflect joy 

and hope in adverse circumstances. 

Psalm 32/33:18-Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear 
him, upon them that hope in his mercy; (KJV) 

The Lord is aware when suffering believers place their hope in Him for 

mercy.  Believers firm in hope direct their’ minds, hearts and souls to the 

merciful God God is ever-present, within prayerful reach and merciful to 

hopeful believers  Believers are not always understanding of God’s 
presence, care and mercy.  The passing of time may be necessary for God’s 

goodness to be revealed. 
Psalm 32/33:22-Let thy mercy, O LORD, be upon us, 

according as we hope in thee (KJV) 

The Psalm expresses an interrelationship between mercy and hope in 
the Lord.  The Lord God knows the condition of the believer’s heart, mind 

and soul.  God knows the believer’s ultimate values, ethics and degree of 

faith and hope.  The depths and recesses of the believer’s heart, mind and 

soul are known to God.  God knows if the believer is holding on to goals or 

thoughts that are impediments.  
Psalm 37/38:15-For in thee, O LORD, do I hope: thou wilt hear, O 

Lord my God. (KJV) 

The hopeful believer resolutely reaches out to the Lord in prayerful 

anticipation.  Prayerful appeals to the Lord God seek reassurance the 

believer is being heard.  God’s reassurance is necessary for the hopeful 

believer when life is most difficult.  The believer appeals to the certainty of 
the Lord when reaching out in firm hope.  Confidence in the Lord enables 

the believer to remain hopeful and faithful. 

Psalm 38/39:7-And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee. 

(KJV) 

The Lord ultimately determines the outcome of the hopeful believer’s 
prayers.  Fervent believers are comfortable in trusting the Lord’s actions in 

their behalf.  Serious believers will see the Lord at work even in life’s most 

difficult moments.  Hopeful believers examine their circumstances for the 

Lord’s presence and love.  God’s love is revealed to the hopeful believer 
even in the most difficult times.  

Afterfeast of the Meeting of the Lord.  St. Parthenius, Bishop of Lampsacus, 
Venerable Luke of Hellas.  February 7/20, 2024.  Hidden Valley, 

Pennsylvania.  Father Rodney Torbic 
 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2024 

A New Pharisaism 



His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper) 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 
There is a negative trend in the Church these days, with certain people 

criticizing everything.  They adhere in an extreme way to what they believe 

is authentic, while attacking all that they consider innovative, calling it 

heresy that destroys the Faith and the Church of Christ.  The adherents of 

this trend tend to be aggressive in their attacks and fundamentalist in their 
opinions, denouncing as heretics all those who disagree with their opinions, 

views, and citations.  

They employ the interpretation of Scriptures as they see fit, for their 

purposes.  They adhere to the letter and not to the spirit of the text, 
neglecting what St. Paul said:  "For the letter kills, but the spirit gives life" 

(2 Cor 3:6). 

The Church was not born yesterday; her earthly age is 21 centuries.  

She has experienced all kinds of systems, situations, cultures, and heresies.  

The Church, through the power of the Holy Spirit, has always expressed her 
faith and steadfastly witnessed to it—even unto martyrdom—through 

different circumstances and pressures, wars and persecutions, peace, and 

freedom, on top of intellectual, cultural, and religious or atheistic trends. 

According to the word of the Lord, "The gates of Hades shall not prevail 

against it" (Matt 16:18). 
The followers of this new trend forget all the good and the benefits 

that the Church provides.  They fail to see God's acts in history and blind 

themselves from seeing how history works.  Therefore, their responses 

come as brutal, hostile attacks, lacking the love that marks disciples of 

Christ. 
They remain on the surface and do not dive into the essence of things, 

failing to differentiate between the essential and the superficial.  They do 

not assign any importance to the changing course of history or the turning 

points of science and the challenges these pose.  In their rigid view, 
humans are subject to requirements of the Faith according to their historical 

formulations, without regard to human capabilities and advances across 

generations. 

They claim, for example, that churches should be built of stone.  They 

argue that the life of the brick does not exceed one hundred years, which 
necessitates the demolition of the church building after the expiration of the 

brick's effectiveness.  They ignore the number of stone churches that were 

destroyed by the passage of time and by wars and earthquakes.  They also 

forget churches that were turned into places of worship for other religions, 

or even into animal pens, due to their desecration and the disappearance of 
Christians from these places, as in northern and southern Syria. 



These people are armed with the malleable phrase "according to the 

holy fathers" to support their opinion.  If you ask most of them about their 
references, they cannot provide an answer.  The phrase "holy fathers" has 

become a term used to defend and justify their positions, but often without 

knowledge or understanding.  This happens with some Christian groups that 

cling to the letter of the Scripture while disregarding the living word of God 

that comes through the perpetual presence of the Holy Spirit in the Church 
of Christ. 

According to these people, the Church must remain captive to 

expressions, systems, and traditions (and I do not mean "Holy Tradition") 

formulated by the Spirit for a specific era, in order for the Church to 
express its faith among different languages and cultures.  According to 

them, if the Church expresses something in some way at some time, then 

this expression must prevail at all times.  The Holy Spirit, therefore, must 

stop working, according to these people, lest He invents something new, 

necessary, and beneficial for the salvation of man.  Do you think that a 
person is saved through molds and forms, or through the Holy Spirit alive 

and effective in him? 

In addition, you sense in them a fear for the upright faith, bordering 

on terror—to the point that it almost becomes a pathological obsession, 

seeing in everything a conspiracy against the Orthodox Church and the 
truth that it faithfully preserves.  They believe that they are the only ones 

to preserve the truth, so they resort to strict adherence to the forms and 

calendars that the Church knew in the past, which were a successful 

expression of the upright faith in the cultures of that time.  Writing the 

names of saints on icons in the local language becomes a heresy, because 
the ancient Greek letters, in their view, alone are appropriate to the 

Orthodox art of the icon!  They circulate a saying of Saint Nektarios, "Poor 

thing, Orthodoxy," claiming themselves to be the defenders of Orthodoxy.  

Every effort in the Church, according to them, whether pastoral, 
institutional, or spiritual, is aimed at eliminating the faith and fragmenting 

the Church. 

If these people poison the Church with a spirit of hatred, discord, 

blasphemy, and hostility toward every leader, guide, and spiritual father 

who does not say what they say, then they miss seeing themselves as a 
tool of Satan, who is targeting their Church.  Truly, this is his murkiest trap. 

He abuses the naivete of some Church members to split it. They fall under 

the delusion that they are cleansing it. 

Faithfulness is required of all believers.  You may differ with your 

brethren regarding matters unrelated to doctrine.  We prevent fracture with 
continual love, humility, and dialogue.  However, to monopolize Christ, 

appoint yourself as His spokesman, and break from His true Church to 



establish what you want His Church to be means that you have sunk to a 

level of pride that makes you a tool in the hands of Satan. 
Truly, this is the greatest sin. 

 

 

 
 


