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*****NATIVITY FAST—ADVENT—SAINT PHILIP’S FAST—
PILIPKIVA***** 

 

ON THE MEND:  Please keep the following parishioners and others in your 
prayers for recovery from their illnesses and injuries:  Archbishop Daniel, 
Metropolitan Antony, Metropolitan Yurij, Archbishop Jovan, Bishop Robert, 
Metropolitan Savas, Metropolitan Kallistos of Diokleia, Father George & Pani 
Lillian Hnatko, Father Jakiw Norton, Father Paul Stoll, Father Joseph 
Kopchak, Father Elias Warnke, Father George Yatsko, Father Paul Bigelow, 
Father Emilian Balan, Father John & Pani Mary Anne Nakonachny, Father 
Steve Repa, Protopresbyter William Diakiw, Archpriest Dionysi Vitali, 
Protodeacon Joseph Hotrovich, Pani-Dobrodijka Sonia Diakiw, Father Paisius 
McGrath, Father Michael Smolynec, Father Lawrence & Matushka Sophia 
Daniels, Father Joe Cervo, Father John Harrold [Saint Sylvester], Igumen 
Patrick, Pani Mary Ann Chubenko, Father Jim Orr, Father Rick Seilier, 
Panimatka Laryssa Charest, Fr. Vasyl Sendeha, Father Steve Hutnick 
[COVID-19], Father Victor Wronskyj [COVID-19], Father George & 
Dobrodijka Oksana Bazylevsky, Fr. Volodymyr Muzychka [COVID-19], 
Father Harry Linsinbigler [COVID-19], Archimandrite Raphael [COVID-19], 
Joshua Agosto and his family, Eva Malesnick, Nick Behun, Grace Holupka, 
Joseph Sliwinsky, Gary & Linda Mechtly, Evelyn Misko, Jeanne Boehing, 
Alex Drobot, Rachelle, Jane Golofski, Doug Diller, Harry Krewsun, Mary Alice 
Babcock, Dorie Kunkle, Andrea, & Melissa [Betty O’Masta’s relatives], Mary 
Evelyn King, Sam Wadrose, Isabella Olivia Lindgren, Ethel Thomas, Donna, 
Erin, Michael Miller, Grace & Owen Ostrasky, Patti Sinecki, David Genshi, 
Sue Segeleon, Mike Gallagher, Liz Stumpf, Theodore Nixon, Michelle Corba 
Kapeluck, Linda Hippert & family, Margaret Vladimir, Luke Emmerling, 
Robert McKivitz, Liz Obradovich, Halyna Zelinska [Archbishop Daniel’s 
mother], Charlotte, Andrew Mark Olynyk, Deborah Finley, Claire Senita, 
Eleanor Kelly, Bryan, Nancy Barylak, Patrick Keenan, Khrystyna Chorniy, 
Anthony Cormier, Nathan Forbeck, Sarah Doyle, Samuel Peters, Esther 
Holupka, David Vallor, Henry Faraly, Julie Eiler, Dorothy Lednovich, Bob C., 
Allie—young girl with leukemia, Heather Kramer, Jane Wartinbee, 
Matthew—young man with cancer, Nicholas Orlando, Mary Ann Kuznik, 
Michael Pryhodzenko, Sonia Luciow, Theresa Ditto, Mary Ann Musial, 
Yvonne Christy, Father Deacon Myron & Barbara Spak, Julia Duda, Lisa 



Pandle, Kris & Julie Hanczar, John Kennedy, Loretta, Nancy, Carol, & 
Michael Sheliga, Gaelle Kelly, Irma McDivitt, Robin Young, Mckayla, Rachel, 
Carl & Margaret Reed, Lydia Wilson, Robert Pointon, Walter Cecelia, John 
Persico, Jeff Miller, Mary Kernick, Glenn Miller, Jean Marie, Donna & Walter 
McCrackin, Bonnie & Eugene Blair [Pani Gina’s parents], David Hoenshell, 
Barbara Macino, Shelley Hill, Mikaela Kapeluck, Linda Cawley, Gerald 
Cogley, Corey Guich, Robert Vangrin, Pauline Witkowsky, Sera White, 
Deborah Smith, Nancy & Eric Dunik, Julian Strozh [young lady with cerebral 
palsy], Dr. Kirsten Ream, Patricia Corey, Michelle, Katie Swarm, Michelle, 
Patrick, Linda Morris, Chris, David Hiles, Jennifer, Cher Mount, Frank & 
Janet Horrell, Jim Wandling, Gail, Sirena Sharp, Ron Paulovich, Sandi 
Anderson, Lina, Shirley, Denny Mader, Ella Campbell, Tom Hyatt, Bill Janiro, 
Jean Symanko-Andy’s sister, William Lemonakis, Alma Wyke, Lindsay 
Romanczak & family, Susan Lucas, Neil Carter & family, James Paluh, 
Mickie Weikel, Evelyn Krempasky, Tammy Strunk, Loida Esbry, Darlene 
Chicka Deskins, Drew, Alice & Keith Philipa, Kateryna Kocelko, Nancy 
Heinbaugh, Mira Filipović, Lynn, Jacqueline, Sharon, Zan Cheng, Kristy, 
Elaine Ellenberger, Brandon, Anna Tranchine, Demetra, Blase Urban, 
Catherine Hogel & children, Jennifer & Dylan, Ron Schwartz, Lydia Wilson, 
Flora Tomlin, Howell Swarm, Jane Bielewicz Allred, Manny “Lazarus” Lopez, 
Glenn & Lucas Burlack, Katie Elizabeth, Mileva, & Michael, Deirdré 
Straughan, Terri Paluh, Lori & Steve Lucier, Kyranna Cherpas, Pastor Bruce 
Nordeen, Heather Ried, Carla Perry, Linda Elliot, Dennis McDaniel, Luke 
Tinsley, Brent, Tricia, Katherine Gorman, Pamela Jaquette, Sherri Walewski, 
Marika Zeliszczuk, Donna Davis, Jackie Crimbchin, Marta Charron, Mary 
[Corba], Margie Sekelsky, Gary Howell, Fran Fulton, Gina Catanese, Bill 
Vizza, Jamie Swarm, Kevin Allen (from Ancient Faith Radio), Kathy Flaherty, 
Tori Reade-Henry’s niece, Derick-Glen Burlack’s neighbor, Michael, Nichole 
& Christopher, Ben Douglas, Dianne Donahue, Zachary, Natasha, Noah 
Willard, Jodi Hanczar, Gregory Cervo, Lisa Bruce, Martha Nezolyk, Kathy 
Cvetkovich, Judy, Will, Emma, Ginny, Ye-Jin, Maria, John & JoAnn, Jim & 
Kitty, Phil Bouse, Ralph & Beverly Stoker, Noah Willard, Nikola, Natalie, 
Nikola, & Nevenka Jovonovich, Julia Collier, Amy Kemerer, Thomas Smith, 
Tracy Slaugenhaupt, Louis & Teresa Bercelli, Tom Nolan, Silvia Martin, 
Sarah Dorning, Dena & George, Georgia, Lawanda [Evelyn’s niece], 
Maureen Sams, John Kendall, Judi Danser, Darcy, Denis Strittmatter, 
Nancy, Ian Brick, Cecilia Barnhart, Logan Magorien, Pam & Gordon Grant, 
Debbie & Jerry Novosel, Noah Willard, Sandra Dillard, Danielle McCann, 
Barry [Father Jim Orr’s cousin], Tim Joyce, Mike Pawlyshyn-Jeannie 
Stutchell’s brother, Joe Samchuck—vocations, Albert Heckman, Brianna 
Stumpf, Stanley Porembka, David & Terry Coyne Hartnett, Mike C., Jennifer 
Scheirer [Nick Behun’s daughter], Catherine Beecham [Father Bob’s 



cousin], JoAnne & Dave Andrews, Rev. Peg Bowman, Pat Jennings, Tim 
Sams, Mike Ruzzi, Stephen Popichak—Fr. Bob’s brother, Mary Kay Ludovicy, 
Pastor Sara Irwin, George Dilendorf, Andy Torick, Carol Behun, Erv Frye, 
William Lusherand, Colin Kirton—Stage 4 pancreatic cancer, Clifford, Joe 
Veto, Paul Riley, Tonee & Sydnee Turner, Annette Paluh, Cathy Lotinsky, 
Monk Andrew, Jeff & Buschra Kerr, Steven—Harry Batch’s cousin, Rose 
Mary Pavlovich—Mary Anne Kuznik’s Cousin, Margaret Sekelsky, Robert 
Sekelsky, Robert Rodriguez, Dollie Irvin, Joe Mrvos, Alexandra & Bowen, 
Katherine Kulik, Micky Delans [COVID-19], Pastor Terry Polen, Eleanor Kitt, 
Stacie & Gary, Maria Warholak, Stacie & Gary, Anna Sekelik, Christy, 
Mariruth, Rich & Judy Previc, Ben Williams, Denis Strittmatter, Father Joe 
Uzar—newly ordained, Tim—surgery, John Wakin, Olivia—young girl with a 
brain tumor, Rick & Sharon Morgan, John Stasko [triple by-pass], John, Kris 
& Kait, Jeff & Mary Jane Double [COVID-19], Terri Crosby-Vega [COVID-
19], Kristi Wilson, Wendy LaGamba, Melissa Gross [hip replacement], Mike, 
Amy, Nathan, & Ben Forbeck [COVID-19], David Salazar, Ann Zurasky 
[knee replacement], James Mary, Barb Bookser, Dr. Paul Riley, David Hess, 
Serena, Wyatt, Makenzie, Jennifer, Carolyn Strittmatter, Barbara Shegat & 
Chaplain Rachelle Zazzu, Candace Irvin, Dollie Irvin, Carol Muschick, Grace 
Love [knee replacement], Stacie Riley, Joseph Paul Cervo, Jr. [infant], 
Elizabeth [5-year-old], Lillian Skowvron, Pani Cathy Danczak, Sue & Greg 
Heinen, Paul Simpson [Father Bob’s cousin, car accident], Sharon Curtis 
Rivas, Kathy Milcic, Lisa Bolan, David G. [cancer], Donna [dementia] & 
Darla, Linda Snow, Zack Blair [Pani Gina’s nephew], Greg & Mary Lou 
Sheakley [Pani Gina’s cousins—COVID], the McKenna family, David Gazella, 
Brian & Michele Cannone, Robert & Eleanor Rodrigues & family, Don 
Menagon [COVID-19]. Kathy Lesica, and Susan Pulcini—Father Ted Pulcini’s 
mom.  ARNOLD:  Homer Paul Kline and Walter Sakol.  We pray that God 
will grant them all a speedy recovery. 
 

"Wherever and whenever a person turns to God, he necessarily 

senses the need to offer Him the most precious things he has, what 

is most vital for his life, as a gift and a sacrifice.  For in its ultimate 
depths, religion is nothing other than the THIRST FOR GOD.  

Ultimately, there is only one sin:  not wanting God and being 
separated from Him." Fr. Alexander Schmemann 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ…  There is NOTHING to keep us 

from praying…for each other, for our family and friends, and most 

of all for the first responders—EMTs, nurses, doctors, firefighters, 



police officers, and members of our military who keep us safe.  Be 
well and be SAFE!!!  God Bless! 

 

Please remember ALL American service men and women in your prayers.  
May God watch over them and ALL American service men and women—and 
bring them all home safely! 

 

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE! 

 

Communion Fasting:  nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in cases 
where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical reasons:  
medication, diabetes, etc.  If you have a question, please ask Father Bob. 

 

AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if 
you just need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 279-5640. 
  

SERVICES IN SLICKVILLE 

SUNDAY, December 12  OBEDNITZA UPSTAIRS   10:30 AM 

25TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; MARTYR PARAMON & 370 WITH HIM; 
MARTYR PHILUMENUS; VENERABLE ACACIUS; HIEROMARTYR ABIBUS-

BISHOP OF NEKRESSI IN GEORGIA; VENERABLE NECTARIUS THE 

OBEDIENT OF PERCHEVSKY LAVRA 

Tone 8 

Ephesians 4:1-6 
Luke 13:10-17 

 
SUNDAY, December 19  OBEDNITZA UPSTAIRS   10:30 AM 

26TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; SAINT NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER-
ARCHBISHOP OF MYRA IN LYCIA 

Tone 1 

Ephesians 4:8-19; Hebrews 13:17-21 
Luke 17:12-19; Luke 6:17-23 

 
SUNDAY, December 26  OBEDNITZA UPSTAIRS   10:30 AM 
27TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; MARTYRS EUSTRATIUS, AUXENTIUS, EUGENE, 

MARDARIUS, & ORESTES OF SEBASTE; VIRGIN-MARTYR LUCY; 

VENERABLE ARSENIUS; VENERABLE NICODEMUS OF ROMANIA; 
VENERABLE ARCADIUS; VENERABLE MARDARIUS-RECLUSE OF 

PERCHEVSKY LAVRA 
Tone 2 

Colossians 3:4-11 
Luke 14:16-24 

 



BULLETIN INSERT FOR 12 DECEMBER 2021 
 

25TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; MARTYR PARAMON & 370 WITH 

HIM; MARTYR PHILUMENUS; VENERABLE ACACIUS; 
HIEROMARTYR ABIBUS-BISHOP OF NEKRESSI IN GEORGIA; 

VENERABLE NECTARIUS THE OBEDIENT OF PERCHEVSKY LAVRA 

 
TROPARION—TONE 8 

Thou didst descent from on high, O Merciful One! 
Thou didst accept the three-day burial to free us from our sufferings! 
Our Lord, our Life and Resurrection, Glory to Thee! 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 
and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
KONTAKION—TONE 8 

By rising from the tomb, 
Thou didst raise the dead and resurrect Adam. 
Eve exults in Thy Resurrection, 
And the world celebrates Thy Rising from the dead, 
O greatly Merciful One! 
 
PROKEIMENON—TONE 8 

READER:  Pray and make your vows before the Lord our God! 
PEOPLE:  Pray and make your vows before the Lord our God! 

READER:  In Judah, God is known; His name is great in Israel! 
PEOPLE:  Pray and make your vows before the Lord our God! 
READER:  Pray and make your vows. 
PEOPLE:  Before the Lord our God! 
 
ALLELUIA VERSES—TONE 8 

Come let us rejoice in the Lord!  Let us make a joyful noise to God our 
Savior! 
 
Let us come before His face with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to 
Him with psalms. 
 

Father Milorad Orlic 

Today [November 30] we commemorate: 
St. Sebastian (Dabovich) of Jackson (CA) 



Saint Sebastian was just glorified by the Holy Assembly of Hierarchs of 
the Serbian Orthodox Church during its regular session on May 29th, 2015 
– alongside with Bishop Mardarije (Uskokovic). Glory be to God in His 
saints! 

Born to Serbian immigrants in San Francisco in 1863, Archimandrite 
Sebastian Dabovich has the distinction of being the first person born in the 
United States of America to be ordained as an Orthodox priest, [1] and also 
the first native-born American to be tonsured as an Orthodox monk.  His 
greatest distinction, however, lies in the tremendous apostolic, pastoral, 
and literary work that he accomplished during the forty-eight years of his 
priestly ministry.  Known as the “Father of Serbian Orthodoxy in America,” 
[2] he was responsible for the founding of several of the first Serbian 
churches in the New World.  This, however, was only one part of his life’s 
work, for he tirelessly and zealously sought to spread the Orthodox Faith to 
all peoples, wherever he was called.  He organized parish communities of 
Orthodox Christians of varied ethnic backgrounds; took part in the work of 
St. Alexis Toth of Wilkes-Barre to bring former Uniates more fully into the 
Orthodox ethos and way of life; and labored to bring Episcopalians into the 
saving enclosure of the Orthodox Church.  He was an Orthodox apostle of 
universal significance. 

Describing the vast scope of Fr. Sebastian’s missionary activity, Bishop 
Irinej (Dobrijevich) of the Serbian Orthodox Diocese of Australia and New 
Zealand has written:  “Without any outside funding or organizational 
support, he carried the gospel of peace from country to country…  
Concentrating much of his work in the United States, he ceaselessly 
traveled back and forth across the American continent, using every 
available mode of transportation—from stagecoach to railroad to foot. His 
wider ministry stretched from the Aleutian Peninsula of Alaska, to Russia 
and Japan, to small Balkan towns on the coasts of the Black and Adriatic 
Seas. 

“By every report Sebastian Dabovich was not one to ask about 
jurisdictional or national affiliation before setting out on long journeys to 
minister to Orthodox Christians in mining communities, lumber camps, or 
far-distant towns or villages.  He offered his pastoral services with a free 
hand to anyone who was in need.  Just as he gave no thought to his own 
comforts as a youth, caring more for the needs of others than for his own 
concerns, Fr. Sebastian denied himself all worldly comforts of home, family, 
or earthly possessions, so that he could provide for the spiritual needs of 
the Russian, Serbian, Bulgarian, Greek, Syrian, or Arab Orthodox Christians 
who required his aid.” [3] 

It is said that Fr. Sebastian baptized more people than any other 
Serbian priest of the Western Hemisphere.  [4] St. Nikolai (Velimirovich) of 



Zhicha, Serbia, who buried Fr. Sebastian at the Zhicha Monastery when the 
latter reposed there in 1940, called him “a viceless man” and fittingly 
designated him “the greatest Serbian missionary of modern times.” [5] 

Ten years after Fr. Sebastian’s repose, St. Nikolai wrote of him:  “Here 
is a man who indebted all the Serbian race, especially all the Serbs and all 
the Serbian organizations in America.  Should that man remain without a 
monument or any sign of honor on American soil?  He does not need it.  He 
did not wish it. All he wished to his last breath was the Kingdom of Heaven, 
which I believe he has obtained by the grace of his Lord.  But his people 
need it; his posterity needs it.  The Serbian people always cultivated the 
noble virtue of gratitude.  Let them express their traditional gratitude to 
this remarkable Serbian—Father Sebastian Dabovich.” [6] 

Today, nearly seven decades after his repose, Fr. Sebastian is being 
shown fitting honor and gratitude by the Serbian Orthodox Church both in 
the homeland and in the diaspora.  With the blessing of Bishop Hrizostom of 
Zicha and of Bishop Maxim of Western America, Fr. Sebastian’s remains 
have been unearthed from his grave in Zicha Monastery in Serbia and are 
to be transferred to the St. Sava Church in Jackson, California:  the first 
church founded by Fr. Sebastian, and the first Serbian Orthodox Church in 
the Western Hemisphere.  On September 1 (n.s.), 2007, the Divine Liturgy 
will be celebrated in Jackson to mark this occasion, with numerous 
hierarchs and clergymen participating.  The Liturgy will be followed by a 
memorial service for Fr. Sebastian, the interment of his remains in the St. 
Sava Church, and a talk on Fr. Sebastian’s life by the above-mentioned 
Bishop Irinej.  In the eyes of many, these events are a step toward the 
Orthodox Church’s recognition of Fr. Sebastian as a saint.  “Even now,” 
Bishop Irinej has written, “[Fr. Sebastian] is considered worthy of 
canonization among the Serbian people.  May that day indeed come quickly! 
The epitaph on his tombstone at Zhicha Monastery reads most 
appropriately, ‘The First American Serbian Orthodox Apostle.’  Holy Apostle 
Sebastian, pray for us!” 

+ + + 
As part of his missionary labors, Fr. Sebastian compiled one of the first 

English translations of the Divine Liturgy, and wrote and published, from his 
own meager means, some of the first English-language books of Orthodox 
catechism.  Besides bearing witness to his missionary and pastoral zeal, Fr. 
Sebastian’s books also testify to his ardent love for Jesus Christ and His 
Church, to the depth of his knowledge of the Orthodox Faith, to his careful 
adherence to the teachings of the Church, to his literary and poetic gifts, 
and to his profound sense of spiritual beauty.  A large portion of the books 
consists of sermons that he gave in the Russian Orthodox cathedral in San 
Francisco and in mission parishes on various feast days.  These sermons 



reveal him as an inspired preacher whose words could soar to the heights 
and at the same time strike deeply the hearts of his listeners. 

By Hieromonk Damascene, August 2007 

 
 

Pastor Harry Zurasky: 

My family and I have just finished Thanksgiving and are now 

preparing for the wonderful Christmas season.  I am amazed at how 

blessed I have been in my life.  As I was considering where I came 

from and where I am currently am, I can see how I was guided in 
ways that are unimaginable.  It is in moments of reflection like this 

that I truly know that there must be a God that loves me 

unconditionally. 

As I watch the news and read things on the internet, I wonder 

where the grace that God shows us is being shared with our 
neighbors.  How do we use those gifts that God has given to help 

those less fortunate than ourselves?  How are we showing 

unconditional love to all, not just those that we agree with? 

As we move through this Christmas season let us celebrate the 
blessings that God has bestowed on us and use them in ways that 

bless others.  Remember, the blessings from God are infinite so 

there is no need to hoard them because there are many more still to 

come.  This is how we demonstrate the love taught and commanded 
by our Savior Jesus Christ. 


