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ON THE MEND:  Please keep the following parishioners and others in your 
prayers for recovery from their illnesses and injuries:  Archbishop Daniel, 
Metropolitan Antony, Metropolitan Yurij, Archbishop Jovan, Bishop Robert, 
Metropolitan Savas, Archbishop David, Father George & Pani Lillian Hnatko, 
Father Jakiw Norton, Father Paul Stoll, Father Igor Soroka, Father Joseph 
Kopchak, Father Elias Warnke, Father George Yatsko, Father Paul Bigelow, 
Father Emilian Balan, Father John & Pani Mary Anne Nakonachny, Father 
Steve Repa, Protopresbyter William Diakiw, Archpriest Dionysi Vitali, 
Protodeacon Joseph Hotrovich, Father Adam Yonitch, Pani-Dobrodijka Sonia 
Diakiw, Father Paisius McGrath, Father Michael Smolynec, Father Lawrence 
& Matushka Sophia Daniels, Father Joe Cervo, Father John Harrold [Saint 
Sylvester], Father George Livanos, Igumen Patrick, Pani Mary Ann 
Chubenko, Father Jim Orr, Father Rick Seilier, Panimatka Laryssa Charest, 
Fr. Vasyl Sendeha, Joshua Agosto and his family, Eva Malesnick, Nick 
Behun, Grace Holupka, Joseph Sliwinsky, Gary & Linda Mechtly, Evelyn 
Misko, Jeanne Boehing, Alex Drobot, Rachelle, Jane Golofski, Doug Diller, 
Harry Krewsun, Mary Alice Babcock, Dorie Kunkle, Andrea, & Melissa [Betty 
O’Masta’s relatives], Mary Evelyn King, Sam Wadrose, Isabella Olivia 
Lindgren, Ethel Thomas, Donna, Erin, Michael Miller, Grace & Owen 
Ostrasky, Patti Sinecki, David Genshi, Sue Segeleon, Mike Gallagher, Liz 
Stumpf, Theodore Nixon, Michelle Corba Kapeluck, Linda Hippert & family, 
Margaret Vladimir, Luke Emmerling, Robert McKivitz, Liz Obradovich, 
Halyna Zelinska [Archbishop Daniel’s mother], Charlotte, Andrew Mark 
Olynyk, Deborah Finley, Claire Senita, Eleanor Kelly, Bryan, Nancy Barylak, 
Patrick Keenan, Khrystyna Chorniy, Anthony Cormier, Nathan Forbeck, 
Sarah Doyle, Samuel Peters, Esther Holupka, David Vallor, Henry Faraly, 
Julie Eiler, Dorothy Lednovich, Bob C., Allie—young girl with leukemia, 
Heather Kramer, Jane Wartinbee, Matthew—young man with cancer, 
Nicholas Orlando, Mary Ann Kuznik, Michael Pryhodzenko, Sonia Luciow, 
Theresa Ditto, Mary Ann Musial, Mary Pelino, Yvonne Christy, Myron & 
Barbara Spak, Julia Duda, Lisa Pandle, Kris & Julie Hanczar, John Kennedy, 
Loretta, Nancy, Carol, & Michael Sheliga, Gaelle Kelly, Irma McDivitt, Robin 
Young, Mckayla, Rachel, Carl & Margaret Reed, Lydia Wilson, Robert 
Pointon, Walter Cecelia, John Persico, Jeff Miller, Mary Kernick, Glenn Miller, 
Jean Marie, Donna & Walter McCrackin, Bonnie & Eugene Blair [Pani Gina’s 



parents], David Hoenshell, Barbara Macino, Shelley Hill, Mikaela Kapeluck, 
Linda Cawley, Gerald Cogley, Corey Guich, Robert Vangrin, Pauline 
Witkowsky, Sera White, Deborah Smith, Nancy & Eric Dunik, Julian Strozh 
[young lady with cerebral palsy], Dr. Kirsten Ream, Patricia Corey, Michelle, 
Katie Swarm, Michelle, Patrick, Linda Morris, Chris, David Hiles, Jennifer, 
Cher Mount, Frank & Janet Horrell, Jim Wandling, Gail, Sirena Sharp, Ron 
Paulovich, Sandi Anderson, Lina, Shirley, Denny Mader, Ella Campbell, Tom 
Hyatt, Bill Janiro, Jean Symanko-Andy’s sister, William Lemonakis, Alma 
Wyke, Lindsay Romanczak & family, Susan Lucas, Neil Carter & family, 
James Paluh, Mickie Weikel, Evelyn Krempasky, Tammy Strunk, Loida 
Esbry, Darlene Chicka Deskins, Drew, Alice & Keith Philipa, Kateryna 
Kocelko, Nancy Heinbaugh, Mira Filipović, Lynn, Jacqueline, Sharon, Zan 
Cheng, Kristy, Elaine Ellenberger, Brandon, Anna Tranchine, Demetra, Blase 
Urban, Catherine Hogel & children, Jennifer & Dylan, Ron Schwartz, Lydia 
Wilson, Flora Tomlin, Howell Swarm, Jane Bielewicz Allred, Manny “Lazarus” 
Lopez, Glenn & Lucas Burlack, Katie Elizabeth, Mileva, & Michael, Deirdré 
Straughan, Terri Paluh, Lori & Steve Lucier, Kyranna Cherpas, Pastor Bruce 
Nordeen, Heather Ried, Carla Perry, Linda Elliot, Dennis McDaniel, Luke 
Tinsley, Brent, Tricia, Katherine Gorman, Pamela Jaquette, Sherri Walewski, 
Marika Zeliszczuk, Donna Davis, Jackie Crimbchin, Marta Charron, Mary 
[Corba], Stella McKeag, Margie Sekelsky, Gary Howell, Fran Fulton, Gina 
Catanese, Bill Vizza, Jamie Swarm, Kevin Allen (from Ancient Faith Radio), 
Kathy Flaherty, Tori Reade-Henry’s niece, Derick-Glen Burlack’s neighbor, 
Michael, Nichole & Christopher, Ben Douglas, Dianne Donahue, Zachary, 
Natasha, Noah Willard, Jodi Hanczar, Gregory Cervo, Lisa Bruce, Martha 
Nezolyk, Kathy Cvetkovich, Judy, Will, Emma, Ginny, Ye-Jin, Maria, John & 
JoAnn, Jim & Kitty, Phil Bouse, Ralph & Beverly Stoker, Noah Willard, 
Nikola, Natalie, Nikola, & Nevenka Jovonovich, Julia Collier, Amy Kemerer, 
Thomas Smith, Tracy Slaugenhaupt, Louis & Teresa Bercelli, Tom Nolan, 
Silvia Martin, Sarah Dorning, Dena & George, Georgia, Lawanda [Evelyn’s 
niece], Maureen Sams, John Kendall, Judi Danser, Darcy, Denis 
Strittmatter, Nancy, Ian Brick, Cecilia Barnhart, Logan Magorien, Pam & 
Gordon Grant, Debbie & Jerry Novosel, Noah Willard, Sandra Dillard, 
Danielle McCann, Barry [Father Jim Orr’s cousin], Tim Joyce, Mike 
Pawlyshyn-Jeannie Stutchell’s brother, Joe Samchuck—vocations, Albert 
Heckman, Brianna Stumpf, Stanley Porembka, David & Terry Coyne 
Hartnett, Mike C., Jennifer Scheirer [Nick Behun’s daughter], Catherine 
Beecham [Father Bob’s cousin], JoAnne & Dave Andrews, Rev. Peg 
Bowman, Pat Jennings, Tim Sams, Mike Ruzzi, Cindy M., Stephen 
Popichak—Fr. Bob’s brother, Mary Kay Ludovicy, Pastor Sara Irwin, George 
Dilendorf, Andy Torick, Carol Behun, Erv Frye, William Lusherand, Bill 
Boretsky, Colin Kirton—Stage 4 pancreatic cancer, Clifford, Joe Veto, Paul 



Riley, Tonee & Sydnee Turner, Annette Paluh, Cathy Lotinsky, Monk 
Andrew, Jeff & Buschra Kerr, Steven—Harry Batch’s cousin, Rose Mary 
Pavlovich—Mary Anne Kuznik’s Cousin, Stella McKeag, Margaret Sekelsky, 
Robert Sekelsky, Robert Rodriguez, Dollie Irvin, Joe Mrvos, Alexandra & 
Bowen, Katherine Kulik, Micky Delans [COVID-19], Pastor Terry Polen, 
Eleanor Kitt, Stacie & Gary, Dolores Wachnowsky, Maria Warholak, Stacie & 
Gary, Anna Sekelik, Christy, Mariruth, Rich Previc, Ben Williams, and Susan 
Pulcini—Father Ted Pulcini’s mom.  ARNOLD:  Homer Paul Kline and Walter 
Sakol.  We pray that God will grant them all a speedy recovery. 
 

Deuteronomy 31:6 - Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor 

be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he [it is] that doth go with 
thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ…  There is NOTHING to keep us 

from praying…for each other, for our family and friends, and most 

of all for the first responders—EMTs, nurses, doctors, firefighters, 

police officers, and members of our military who keep us safe.  Be 
well, and be SAFE!!!  God Bless! 

 

Please remember ALL American service men and women in your prayers.  
May God watch over them and ALL American service men and women—and 
bring them all home safely! 

 

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE! 
 

Communion Fasting:  nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in cases 
where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical reasons:  
medication, diabetes, etc.  If you have a question, please ask Father Bob. 

 

AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if 
you just need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 279-5640. 
  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25  OBEDNITZA—UPSTAIRS‼!  10:30 AM 
20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; COMMEMORATION OF THE HOLY FATHERS OF 

THE SECOND ECUMENICAL COUNCIL; MARTYRS PROBUS, TARACHUS, & 
ANDRONICUS AT TARSUS IN CILICIA; VENERABLE COSMAS THE 

HYMNOGRAPHER-BISHOP OF MALUMA; MARTYR DOMNINA OF ANAZARBUS; 

SAINT MARTIN THE MERCIFUL-BISHOP OF TOURS 
Tone 3 



Galatians 1:11-19; Hebrews 13:7-16 
Luke 7:11-16; John 17:1-13 

Litany in Blessed Memory of Stancy Popichak & Metropolitan Theodosius—Fr. 
Bob’s mom 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 01  OBEDNITZA—UPSTAIRS‼!  10:30 AM 

21ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST;  PROPHET JOEL; MARTYR WARUS & 7 MONK-
MARTYRS IN EGYPT; BLESSED CLEOPATRA & SON JOHN IN EGYPT; 

HIEROMARTYR SADOC-BISHOP OF PERSIA & 128 MARTYRS WITH HIM 
Tone 4 

Galatians 2:16-20 
Luke 8:5-15 

Litany in Blessed Memory of John Lopushanski, Samuel Kerr, Helen Likar, Harry 
Bunio, Mary Pekich, Constantine Hanczar, Anna Lotinsky, and Julia Golofski—Fr. 

Bob 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 08  OBEDNITZA—UPSTAIRS‼!  10:30 AM 

22ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; HOLY & GREAT-MARTYR DEMETRIUS THE 
MYRRH-GUSHER OF THESSALONICA; MARTYR LUPPOS; VENERABLE 

ATHANASIUS OF MEDIKION MONASTERY; VENERABLE THEOPHILUS OF 
PERCHEVSKY LAVRA 

Tone 5 
Galatians 6:11-18; 2 Timothy 2:1-10 

Luke 16:19-31; John 15:17-16:2 

 

BULLETIN INSERT FOR 25 OCTOBER 2020 
20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; COMMEMORATION OF THE HOLY 

FATHERS OF THE SECOND ECUMENICAL COUNCIL; MARTYRS 

PROBUS, TARACHUS, & ANDRONICUS AT TARSUS IN CILICIA; 

VENERABLE COSMAS THE HYMNOGRAPHER-BISHOP OF MALUMA; 
MARTYR DOMNINA OF ANAZARBUS; SAINT MARTIN THE MERCIFUL-

BISHOP OF TOURS 

TROPARION—TONE 3 

Let the Heavens rejoice!  Let the earth be glad! 
For the Lord has shown strength with His arm! 
He has trampled down death by death! 
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 
And has granted the world great mercy! 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, Now and ever, 
and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
KONTAKION—TONE 3 

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One! 
Leading us from the gates of death. 



On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; 
With the prophets and patriarchs  
They unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power! 
 
PROKEIMENON—TONE 3 

READER:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises!  Sing praises to our King, 
sing praises! 
PEOPLE:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises!  Sing praises to our 

King, sing praises! 

READER:  Clap your hands, all peoples!  Shout to God with loud songs of 
joy! 
PEOPLE:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises!  Sing praises to our 

King, sing praises! 

READER:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises! 
PEOPLE:  Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
 
ALLELUIA VERSES—TONE 3 

In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame! 
 
Be Thou a God of protection for me, a house of refuge, in order to save me! 
 

The Mind 

Matthew 22:37-Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

Each person is blessed with a mind capable of use for God-pleasing 
purposes.  The individual chooses whether to direct the mind to God’s 
Heavenly Kingdom.  Decisions made are voluntary and determine if the 
Kingdom of God is the goal.  The personal actions spurred by the mind have 
intended purposes and results.  The mind is capable of rejecting thoughts 
arising which are perilous to the soul. 
Romans 8:5-6-For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of 

the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  

For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is 
life and peace. 

Each believing person determines if pleasing the Holy Spirit is truly 
desired.  Disciplined use of the mind is necessary to focus on prayers to the 
Holy Spirit.  Wayward and perilous thoughts will enter the mind and require 
firm rejection.  Love of the Lord is at work when the mind focuses on 
thoughts nourishing the soul.  Believers have a constant challenge in 
unifying the heart and mind in seeking God. 

Romans 15:6- That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify 

God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



Grateful believers unite the heart and mind in expressing glory to the 
Lord God.  The mind and the ability to speak are gifts from the Lord 
intended for good use.  A person’s love of the Lord and deeply held values 
are reflected by the mind’s use.  Believers have the ability to utilize the 
mind for prayerful and charitable purposes.  The well-focused mind seeks 
the Lord’s ways for peace and love of neighbor. 
Philippians 1:27- Only let your conversation be as it becometh the 

gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be 

absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, 

with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 

Speech and actions reflect the use of the mind and the values held in 
the heart.  Language and actions in private conversations are measures of 
love for the Lord.  The mind guides the person to life’s final destinations 
with eternal consequences.  Care of the mind is always necessary, 
particularly in times of peril to the soul.  Intoxicants that affect the mind 
negatively need to be avoided to protect the soul 

Colossians 3:12- Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 

beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 

meekness, longsuffering; 

Believers do well to consider the Apostle Paul’s words on humbleness 
of mind.  Strong mindedness may be of benefit in confronting dangers and 
perils to the soul.  Caution has a place in considering the state of the mind 
in daily personal behavior.  Healthy personal relationships require a mind 
steeped in love for the Lord God.  The mind willingly filled with merciful and 
forgiving thoughts will bring joy. 

Holy Hieromartyr Cyprian of Antioch; Blessed Andrew, Fool for Christ.  October 2/15, 
2020.  Hidden Valley, Pennsylvania.  Father Rodney Torbic 

 

St. John Chrysostom writes, “If the Emperor had laid down a law 

that all those who were enemies should be reconciled to one another, or 

have their heads cut off, should we not everyone make haste to a 

reconciliation with his neighbor? Yes! Truly, I think so! What excuse then 

have we, in not ascribing the same honor to the Lord that we should do to 
those who are our fellow-servants? For this reason we are commanded to 

say, “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” (Mt. 6:12). What can 

be more mild, what more merciful, than this precept! He has made you a 

judge of the pardon of your own offences! If you forgive few things, He 
forgives you few! If you forgive many things, He forgives you many! If you 

pardon from the heart, and sincerely, God in like manner also pardons 

you!”  
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ’s prayer that God forgive us in the 

same way we forgive others is pretty straightforward and merciful. For in 



this, Christ says you are in charge of your own destiny on judgment day, 
because as you now treat others, you are telling God this is how you want 
to be treated by God on judgment day. You are telling God by your own 
behavior (and how you treat others) is how you want God to judge you! The 
more forgiving you are, the more God forgives you.  

St. Nikolai of Zhicha writes, “Christ’s command that we do to others 

as we would that they do to us is so natural and so clearly good that it is a 
wonder and a shame that it has not long ago become a daily habit among 

men. No man desires that others do him evil: let him therefore do no evil to 

others. Every man desires that others do good to him: let him therefore do 

good to others. The Lord continues: ‘If you love those who love you, what 
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.’ This 

means: if you wait for others to do good to you, and to repay this with 

good, you are doing no good thing. Does God wait for men to deserve the 

sun’s warmth, and only then command the sun to shine? Or does He first 

act out of His charity and love? Charity is an active virtue, not a passive 
one. God has made this clear from the foundation of the world. From day to 

day since the world began, the Lord has, with His gracious hand, poured out 

rich gifts to all His creatures. Were He to wait for His creatures first to give 

Him something, neither the world nor a single creature in it would exist. If 

we love only those who love us, we are merchants engaging in barter. If we 
do good only to our benefactors, we are debtors paying off our debts. 

Charity is not a virtue that simply pays off debts, but one that constantly 

lends. And love is a virtue that constantly lends without looking for 

repayment. If we lend to those from whom we hope for a return, what are 

we doing by this? We are transferring our money from one cash-box to 
another, for that which we lend we consider to be our own, as much as 
when it was in our own hands.” 

 

His Beatitude Metropolitan Theodosius (Lazor) 



 
October 19, 2020 His Beatitude Metropolitan Theodosius (Lazor) 

SYOSSET, NY [OCA] 
On Monday morning, October 19, 2020, His Beatitude Metropolitan 

Theodosius (Lazor), former Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All-
America and Canada, fell asleep in the Lord in Canonsburg, PA after an 
extended illness.  He was the Primate of the Orthodox Church in America 
from 1977 until his retirement in 2002. 

On October 27, 1933, Metropolitan Theodosius [Lazor] was born Frank 
Lazor to John and Mary Lazor, immigrants from Galicia (what is today the 
southeastern corner of Poland), in Canonsburg PA.  He was raised as a son 
of the Orthodox Church, a devout member of Saint John the Baptist 
Orthodox Church in Canonsburg PA where he served as an altar server.  He 
attended Canonsburg High School where he was Student Council President, 
graduating in 1953. 

He enrolled in undergraduate studies at Washington and Jefferson 
College in Washington PA.  During his time there, he served as the 
Recording Secretary of the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity, which focuses on 
Leadership Development.  After his graduation in 1957 from Washington 
and Jefferson College, he enrolled in Saint Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological 
Seminary, at that time in New York City.  He was awarded a Master of 
Divinity degree in 1960.  He spent the next year pursuing additional studies 
at the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Switzerland, touring the Holy Land, 
and visiting Orthodox Christian centers throughout Europe and the Middle 
East. 

Upon returning to the US in 1961, he took monastic vows and was 
tonsured as a schema monk on October 10 at Saint Sergius Chapel in 
Oyster Bay Cove, NY by Archbishop Ireney of Boston and New England and 
given the name Theodosius.  His heavenly patron was Saint Theodosius of 
Chernigov.  On October 14, 1961 he was ordained to the Holy Diaconate at 



Holy Virgin Protection Cathedral in NYC by Bishop Kiprian of Washington 
(DC).  On October 22, 1961, the Hierodeacon Theodosius was ordained to 
the Holy Priesthood at Saint Gregory’s Church in Homestead, PA by 
Archbishop Benjamin of Pittsburgh and West Virginia. 

From 1961 through 1966, he served as rector of the Nativity of the 
Virgin Mary Church, Madison, IL and as an assistant military chaplain.  
While at Holy Virgin, he instituted a building program, purchasing property 
and building a new church next to their existing edifice.  Their altar was 
consecrated in 1965 by Archbishop John (Garklavs) of Chicago, where 
Father Alexander Schmemann was the guest speaker during the 
celebration.  

At the Spring 1967 Session of the Great Council of Bishops, he was 
elected to the episcopacy to serve as Auxiliary to the Metropolitan and 
Bishop of Washington DC and as administrator of the Diocese of Alaska 
effective June 1, 1967.  He was consecrated a Bishop on May 6, 1967, 
Bright Saturday at Holy Virgin Protection Cathedral in NYC by Metropolitan 
Ireney, Archbishop of New York, Metropolitan of All America and Canada; 
Archbishop Nikon of Brooklyn; Archbishop Sylvester of Montreal and 
Canada; Bishop Kiprian of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania; Bishop Silas of 
Amphipolis (GOA); Bishop Mark (Lipa) of Levka, ruling bishop of the 
Albanian Orthodox Diocese of America under the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople.  On November 17, 1967, the Great Council of Bishops 
elected him as the diocesan Bishop of Sitka and Alaska. 

During his tenure in Alaska, he oversaw the rebuilding of historic 
Archangel Michael Cathedral, Sitka, AK, which had been destroyed by fire.  
He also initiated regional conferences throughout the diocese and 
encouraged the establishment of a variety of educational programs and 
conferences.  He also oversaw the renovation of the Bishop’s House which 
had been originally built by Saint Innocent (Veniaminov).  It is now listed as 
an official historic site.  During his tenure as Bishop of Alaska, the Alaskan 
people adopted him into an indigenous clan, marking their admiration for 
his Christian humility and his love for them. 

In May 1970, as Bishop of Alaska, he headed the OCA’s delegation 
which traveled to Moscow to receive the Tomos of Autocephaly, marking the 
beginning of the Orthodox Church in America.  The Tomos was signed by 
the Patriarch and the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church, and 
Bishop Theodosius received it from the hands of Metropolitan Pimen 
(Izvekov), the locum tenens of the Moscow Patriarchate.  The Tomos 
guaranteed the right of self-governance for the Orthodox Church in 
America.  Shortly thereafter, he hosted ceremonies in Alaska marking the 
glorification of one of the original Orthodox missionaries to Alaska, the Elder 
Herman.  The event was significant in that it marked the first time a North 



American had been entered into the Orthodox calendar of saints.  Bishop 
Theodosius initiated the effort to consider the Elder Herman for glorification. 

In 1972, he was reassigned by the Holy Synod of Bishops of the 
Orthodox Church in America to the Diocese of Pittsburgh and Western 
Pennsylvania.  During his five-year tenure in his home region, he instituted 
a highly successful program to train permanent deacons (which was 
eventually copied by other dioceses throughout the country), fostered 
educational programs for all ages, and worked diligently to strengthen the 
life of the diocese on all levels.  One of his most significant 
accomplishments was the securing of a new property for the archdiocesan 
headquarters in Cranberry Township PA which included a home with offices 
and a large, wooded area. 

On October 25, 1977, he was elected Metropolitan of All America and 
Canada during the 5th All-American Council in Montreal, Quebec.  As 
Primate of the Orthodox Church in America, Metropolitan Theodosius 
assumed leadership of one of the world’s 15 self-governing, or 
autocephalous, Orthodox churches. 

During Metropolitan Theodosius’ tenure, the OCA’s ministry units were 
established and charged with making an impact on Church life on the grass 
roots level.  These ministries inspired parishes to expand their outreach and 
impact for continued growth.  The OCA also expanded their communication 
efforts onto the burgeoning internet. 

In 1981, the Holy Synod of Bishops established a new diocese of 
Washington, DC as the seat of the Primate of the Orthodox Church in 
America.  As Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan Theodosius presided 
over this diocese, in addition to his duties as Primate. 

Throughout his tenure, Metropolitan Theodosius met with numerous 
world religious leaders, including the primates of the various autocephalous 
churches.  In 1990, he was the first Orthodox primate to be officially invited 
by the newly-enthroned Patriarch Aleksy II of Moscow, and in 1992, he was 
also invited to participate in the 600th Anniversary of the repose of Saint 
Sergius of Radonezh.  In 1991 and 1993, he hosted the North American 
visits of Patriarch Aleksy.  He hosted the Primate of the Orthodox Church of 
Georgia, Patriarch-Catholicos Ilia in 1998 and His Beatitude, SAWA 
Metropolitan of Warsaw and All Poland in 2000. 

As a guest of many national and foreign religious leaders, Metropolitan 
Theodosius traveled to Israel, Egypt, Turkey, Greece, Georgia, Ukraine, 
Russia, and elsewhere.  He took part in official dialogues with His All-
Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople, at the 
Patriarchal headquarters in Istanbul, Turkey. 

Metropolitan Theodosius played an active role in inter-Orthodox 
gatherings, consultations, and bodies, including the Standing Conference of 



Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas [SCOBA], of which the OCA is a 
member.  He continued to be a strong supporter of various inter-Orthodox 
ministries, including International Orthodox Christian Charities [IOCC] and 
the Orthodox Christian Missions Center [OCMC].  He was also a vocal 
advocate for Orthodox unity in North America.  Together with the members 
of the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America, he 
participated in the December 1994 SCOBA-sponsored gathering of North 
American hierarchs in Ligonier, PA. 

Metropolitan Theodosius was a frequent guest at the White House in 
Washington, DC, having been called upon by Presidents Bush and Clinton 
for advice on religious and political affairs in various parts of the world, 
especially after the fall of communism in the late 1980s and early 1990s.  
During the crisis in Kosovo, he boldly defended the rights of all peoples in 
the region while calling upon President Clinton to end the NATO air 
campaign. 

On September 28, 1994, Metropolitan Theodosius was the guest of Dr. 
James Billington at the Library of Congress for the opening of an historic 
display highlighting the contribution of the Orthodox Church and native 
Alaskan cultures to North America.  During the ceremony, Metropolitan 
Theodosius was greeted by US President Clinton and Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin. 

On May 1, 2001, Metropolitan Theodosius, requested that he be 
granted a four-month medical leave of absence from his archpastoral and 
primatial duties by the Holy Synod of Bishops, a request they granted.  
However, he continued to suffer the residual effects of strokes he had 
suffered in late 2000 and early 2001.  Despite a four-month medical leave 
of absence from May 1 until September 1, 2001, which he took at the 
recommendation of his physicians, he found the ever-increasing burdens of 
his office too demanding.  On April 2, 2002, Metropolitan Theodosius shared 
with members of the Holy Synod of Bishops his desire to retire from the 
office of Metropolitan of All America and Canada.  The members of the Holy 
Synod of Bishops granted Metropolitan Theodosius’ request effective July 
22, 2002. 

On July 22, 2002, His Beatitude Metropolitan Theodosius opened the 
13th All-American Council and presented his report on the last triennium.  
At the conclusion, he retired as Metropolitan of All America and Canada. 

During his retirement, Metropolitan Theodosius lived in Washington, 
PA.  He actively attended the Divine Services at Saint John the Baptist 
Orthodox Church in Canonsburg, PA and became a beloved presence once 
again in his home community.  As his health continued to fail, he was cared 
for by Protodeacon John and Matushka Myra Olyenik, along with parishioner 
Richard Blaha and other clergy and parishioners in the area.  He entered an 



assisted living facility during the last years of his life and then a nursing 
facility as his health failed.  

The schedule of services for his funeral is as follows: 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 

Saint John the Baptist Church, Canonsburg, PA 
1:00-6:45 pm: Arrival of the body and visitation 

7:00 pm: Panikhida 
Thursday, October 22, 2020 

Saint John the Baptist Church, Canonsburg, PA 
1:00-5:45 pm: Visitation 

6:00 pm: Office of the Burial for a Hierarch 
Friday, October 23, 2020 

Monastery of the Holy Transfiguration, Ellwood City, PA 
10:00 am: Hierarchical Divine Liturgy followed immediately by Interment 

Please note that due to COVID restrictions, only invited clergy may serve at 

the services.  For all of these services, clergy and faithful should also be 
sure to maintain all safety protocols and precautionary measures. 

May Metropolitan Theodosius’ memory be eternal! 

 

 


