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ADVENT—SAINT PHILIP’S FAST 
 

ON THE MEND:  Please keep the following parishioners and others in your 

prayers for recovery from their illnesses and injuries:  Archbishop Daniel, 

Metropolitan Antony, Metropolitan Yurij, Anastasia [Metropolitan Yurij’s 

mom], Metropolitan Theodosius [OCA], Archbishop Jovan, Bishop Robert, 

Father George & Pani Lillian Hnatko, Father Jakiw Norton, Father Paul Stoll, 

Father Igor Soroka, Father Joseph Kopchak, Father Elias Warnke, Father 

Nestor Kowal, Father George Yatsko, Father Paul Bigelow, Father Emilian 

Balan, Father John & Pani Mary Anne Nakonachny, Father Steve Repa, 

Protopresbyter William Diakiw, Archpriest Dionysi Vitali, Protodeacon Joseph 

Hotrovich, Father Adam Yonitch, Pani-Dobrodijka Sonia Diakiw, Father 

Paisius McGrath, Father Michael Smolynec, Father Lawrence & Matushka 

Sophia Daniels, Father Joe Cervo, Father John Harrold [Saint Sylvester], 

Pani Mary Ann Chubenko, Joshua Agosto and his family, Eva Malesnick, Nick 

Behun, Grace Holupka, Joseph Sliwinsky, Gary & Linda Mechtly, Evelyn 

Misko, Jeanne Boehing, Alex Drobot, Rachelle, Jane Golofski, Doug Diller, 

Harry Krewsun, Mary Alice Babcock, Dorie Kunkle, Andrea, & Melissa [Betty 

O’Masta’s relatives], Mary Evelyn King, Sam Wadrose, Isabella Olivia 

Lindgren, Ethel Thomas, Donna, Erin, Michael Miller, Grace & Owen 

Ostrasky, Patti Sinecki, David Genshi, Sue Segeleon, Mike Gallagher, Liz 

Stumpf, Theodore Nixon, Michelle Corba Kapeluck, Linda Hippert & family, 

Margaret Vladimir, Luke Emmerling, George Rocknage, Robert McKivitz, Liz 

Obradovich, Halyna Zelinska [Archbishop Daniel’s mother], Charlotte, 

Andrew Mark Olynyk, Deborah Finley, Claire Senita, Eleanor Kelly, Bryan, 

Nancy Barylak, Patrick Keenan, Khrystyna Chorniy, Anthony Cormier, 

Nathan Forbeck, Sarah Doyle, Samuel Peters, Esther Holupka, David Vallor, 

Henry Faraly, Julie Eiler, Dorothy Lednovich, Bob C., Allie—young girl with 

leukemia, Heather Kramer, Jane Wartinbee, Matthew—young man with 



cancer, Nicholas Orlando, Mary Ann Kuznik, Michael Pryhodzenko, Sonia 

Luciow, Theresa Ditto, Mary Ann Musial, Mary Pelino, Yvonne Christy, Myron 

& Barbara Spak, Julia Duda, Lisa Pandle, Kris & Julie Hanczar, John 

Kennedy, Loretta, Nancy, Carol, & Michael Sheliga, Gaelle Kelly, Irma 

McDivitt, Robin Young, Mckayla, Rachel, Carl & Margaret Reed, Lydia 

Wilson, Robert Pointon, Walter Cecelia, John Persico, Jeff Miller, Mary 

Kernick, Glenn Miller, Jean Marie, Donna & Walter McCrackin, Bonnie & 

Eugene Blair [Pani Gina’s parents], David Hoenshell, Barbara Macino, 

Shelley Hill, Mikaela Kapeluck, Linda Cawley, Gerald Cogley, Helen Bozo, 

Corey Guich, Robert Vangrin, Pauline Witkowsky, Sera White, Deborah 

Smith, Nancy & Eric Dunik, Julian Strozh [young lady with cerebral palsy], 

Dr. Kirsten Ream, Patricia Corey, Michelle, Katie Swarm, Richard Dunst, 

Michelle, Patrick, Linda Morris, Howard Simpson, Chris, David Hiles, 

Jennifer, Jerry Quinn, Cher Mount, Frank & Janet Horrell, Jim Wandling, 

Gail, Sirena Sharp, Ron Paulovich, Sandi Anderson, Lina, Shirley, Denny 

Mader, Ella Campbell, Tom Hyatt, Bill Janiro, Jean Symanko-Andy’s sister, 

William Lemonakis, Alma Wyke, Lindsay Romanczak & family, Virginia 

Catherine Pyrch, Susan Lucas, Neil Carter & family, James Paluh, Mickie 

Weikel, Evelyn Krempasky, Tammy Strunk, Loida Esbry, Darlene Chicka 

Deskins, Drew, Alice & Keith Philipa, Kateryna Kocelko, Nancy Heinbaugh, 

Mira Filipović, Lynn, Jacqueline, Sharon, Zan Cheng, Kristy, Elaine 

Ellenberger, Brandon, Anna Tranchine, Demetra, Blase Urban, Catherine 

Hogel & children, Jennifer & Dylan, Ron Schwartz, Lydia Wilson, Flora 

Tomlin, Howell Swarm, Jane Bielewicz Allred, Manny “Lazarus” Lopez, Glenn 

& Lucas Burlack, Katie Elizabeth, Mileva, & Michael, Deirdré Straughan, 

Terri Paluh, Lori & Steve Lucier, Kyranna Cherpas, Pastor Bruce Nordeen, 

Heather Ried, Carla Perry, Linda Elliot, Dennis McDaniel, Luke Tinsley, 

Brent, Tricia, Katherine Gorman, Pamela Jaquette, Sherri Walewski, Marika 

Zeliszczuk, Donna Davis, Jackie Crimbchin, Marta Charron, Mary [Corba], 

Stella McKeag, Margie Sekelsky, Gary Howell, Fran Fulton, Gina Catanese, 

Bill Vizza, Jamie Swarm, Kevin Allen (from Ancient Faith Radio), Kathy 

Flaherty, Tori Reade-Henry’s niece, Derick-Glen Burlack’s neighbor, Michael, 

Nichole & Christopher, Ben Douglas, Dianne Donahue, Zachary, Natasha, 

Noah Willard, Jodi Hanczar, Gregory Cervo, Lisa Bruce, Martha Nezolyk, 

Kathy Cvetkovich, Judy, Will, Emma, Ginny, Ye-Jin, Maria, John & JoAnn, 

Jim & Kitty, Phil Bouse, Ralph & Beverly Stoker, Noah Willard, Nikola, 

Natalie, Nikola, & Nevenka Jovonovich, Julia Collier, Amy Kemerer, Thomas 

Smith, Tracy Slaugenhaupt, Louis & Teresa Bercelli, Tom Nolan, Silvia 

Martin, Sarah Dorning, Dena & George, Georgia, Lawanda [Evelyn’s niece], 



Maureen Sams, John Kendall, Judi Danser, Darcy, Denis Strittmatter, 

Nancy, Ian Brick, Cecilia Barnhart, Logan Magorien, Pam & Gordon Grant, 

Debbie & Jerry Novosel, Noah Willard, Sandra Dillard, Danielle McCann, 

Barry [Father Jim Orr’s cousin], Tim Joyce, Mike Pawlyshyn-Jeannie 

Stutchell’s brother, Marianne Mulroy, Joe Samchuck—vocations, Albert 

Heckman, Brianna Stumpf, Stanley Porembka, David & Terry Coyne 

Hartnett, Mike C., Jennifer Scheirer [Nick Behun’s daughter], Catherine 

Beecham [Father Bob’s cousin], JoAnne & Dave Andrews, Rev. Peg 

Bowman, Pat Jennings, Patrick Felice [Melanie’s husband] Tim Sams, Mike 

Ruzzi, Cindy M., Stephen Popichak—Fr. Bob’s brother, Pearl Hanczar, Mary 

Kay Ludovicy, Pastor Sara Irwin, George Dilendorf, Andy Torick, Carol 

Behun, Erv Frye, and Susan Pulcini—Father Ted Pulcini’s mom.  ARNOLD:  

Homer Paul Kline and Walter Sakol.  We pray that God will grant them all a 

speedy recovery. 

 

“God gives us good things for us to use. If there is excess - to give 

to the one who needs it, then we will properly dispose of our 

benefits and try to live godly. Then we will ask God the greatest gift 

- the gift of eternal salvation.”  Metropolitan Onufriy of Kiev and All 

Ukraine 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  All Christians and the 

others in the Middle East who are suffering during this time of great 

tragedy and unrest.  May God watch over and keep them safe!  Lord 

have mercy! 

 

Please remember ALL American service men and women in your prayers.  
May God watch over them and all American service men and women—and 
bring them all home safely! 

 

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE! 
 

Communion Fasting:  nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in cases 

where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical reasons:  

medication, diabetes, etc.  If you have a question, please ask Father Bob. 

 

AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if 

you just need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 279-5640. 



  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22  NO SERVICE IN SLICKVILLE  10:30 AM 

27TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; CONCEPTION BY SAINT ANNA OF THE MOST 

HOLY THEOTOKOS; PROPHETESS ANNA-MOTHER OF THE PROPHET SAMUEL; 

SAINT SOPHRONIOS-ARCHBISHOP OF CYPRUS; VENERABLE STEPHEN THE 

“NEW LIGHT” OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

Tone 2 

Ephesians 6:10-17; Galatians 4:22-31 

Luk3 27:12-19; Luke 8:16-21 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29  OBEDNITZA DOWNSTAIRS IN THE CHURCH HALL 10:30 AM 

28TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; PROPHET HAGGAI; MARTYR MARINUS OF 

ROME; BLESSED EMPRESS THEOPHANIA OF BYZANTIUM 

Tone 3 

Colossians 3:4-11 

Luke 14:16-24 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 05  DIVINE LITURGY UPSTAIRS    10:30 AM 

29TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY; TEN HOLY 

MARTYRS OF CRETE-THEODULUS, SATURNINUS, EUPORUS, GELASIUS, 

EUNICIAN, ZOTICUS, POMPEIUS, BASILIDES, & EVARISTUS; VENERABLE 

NIPHON-BISHOP OF CYPRUS; VENERABLE PAUL-BISHOP OF NEO-CAESAREA 

Tone 4 

Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40 

Matthew 1:1-25 

 

BULLETIN INSERT FOR 22 DECEMBER 2019 
27TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; CONCEPTION BY SAINT ANNA OF THE MOST 
HOLY THEOTOKOS; PROPHETESS ANNA-MOTHER OF THE PROPHET SAMUEL; 

SAINT SOPHRONIOS-ARCHBISHOP OF CYPRUS; VENERABLE STEPHEN THE 

“NEW LIGHT” OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

 

TROPARION—TONE 2 

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life Immortal, 

Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead! 

And when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, 

All the powers of heaven cried out: 

O Giver of Life!  Christ our God!  Glory to Thee! 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 

and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 



 

KONTAKION—TONE 2 

Hell became afraid, O Almighty Savior, 

Seeing the miracle of Thy Resurrection from the tomb! 

The dead arose!  Creation, with Adam, 

Beheld this and rejoiced with Thee! 

And the world, O my Savior, praises Thee forever! 

 

PROKEIMENON—TONE 2 

READER:  The Lord is my strength and my song.  He has become my 

salvation. 

PEOPLE:  The Lord is my strength and my song.  He has become my 

salvation. 

READER:  The Lord has chastened me sorely, but he has not given me over 

to death. 

PEOPLE:  The Lord is my strength and my song.  He has become my 

salvation. 

READER:  The Lord is my strength and my song. 

PEOPLE:  He has become my salvation. 

 

ALLELUIA VERSES—TONE 2 

The Lord answer you in the day of trouble!  The name of the God of Jacob 

protect you! 

Save the king, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call! 

 

Just Drop the Blanket: The Moment You Never Noticed in A Charlie 

Brown Christmas  Jason Soroskijasonsoroski.wordpress.com 



 
This week A Charlie Brown Christmas aired on national prime time 

television for the 50th time.  In a world where the latest greatest 
technology is outdated in a matter of months, and social media trends come 
and go in a matter of days, 50 years of anything becomes quite meaningful. 

I am a fan of all things nostalgic and all things Christmas, and so when 
the two are combined I am hooked, and the Charlie Brown Christmas 
special falls squarely into that category. 

I was in the first grade back when they still performed Christmas 
pageants in schools (less than 50 years, but still a very long time ago), and 
our class performed a version of the Charlie Brown Christmas.  Since I was 
kind of a bookworm and already had a blue blanket, I was chosen to play 
the part of Linus.  As Linus, I memorized Luke 2:8-14, and that Scripture 
has been hidden in my heart ever since. 

But while working so diligently to learn those lines, there is one 
important thing I didn’t notice then, and didn’t notice until now. 

Right in the middle of speaking, Linus drops the blanket. 



 
Charlie Brown is best known for his uniquely striped shirt, and Linus is 

most associated with his ever-present security blanket.  Throughout the 
story of Peanuts, Lucy, Snoopy, Sally and others all work to no avail to 
separate Linus from his blanket.  And even though his security blanket 
remains a major source of ridicule for the otherwise mature and thoughtful 
Linus, he simply refuses to give it up. 

Until this moment.  When he simply drops it. 
In that climactic scene when Linus shares "what Christmas is all 

about," he drops his security blanket, and I am now convinced that this is 
intentional.  Most telling is the specific moment he drops it: when he utters 
the words, "fear not" (at:  39 seconds). 

Looking at it now, it is pretty clear what Charles Schultz was saying, 
and it's so simple it's brilliant. 

The birth of Jesus separates us from our fears. 
The birth of Jesus frees us from the habits we are unable (or unwilling) 

to break ourselves. 



The birth of Jesus allows us to simply drop the false security we have 
been grasping so tightly, and learn to trust and cling to Him instead. 

 
The world of 2015 can be a scary place, and most of us find ourselves 

grasping to something temporal for security, whatever that thing may be. 
Essentially, 2015 is a world in which it is very difficult for us to "fear not." 

But in the midst of fear and insecurity, this simple cartoon image from 
1965 continues to live on as an inspiration for us to seek true peace and 
true security in the one place it has always been and can always still be 
found. 

BUT THAT'S NOT ALL... 
Read more from Jason at his blog The Way I See It. 

Article originally published at The Way I See It. Used with permission. 

Publication date: December 14, 2015 

Drop the Blanket 2: The Rest of Linus's Story from A Charlie Brown 

Christmas 



 
A few days ago, I wrote down some thoughts about a beautiful 

moment that has been hidden in plain sight for 50 years in A Charlie Brown 

Christmas. 

As a pastor, I am thrilled at the encouragement it has given, and as a 

former literature teacher, I am thrilled that it has started a firestorm of film 

analysis!  Many of you have pointed out that at the end of the scene, Linus 

picks the blanket back up, and have openly wondered why. 

After the epic, blanket-dropping recitation of Scripture given by Linus 

in response to Charlie Brown's quest for meaning, he picks the blanket back 

up. 

Isn't that anti-climactic? 

Why would Linus pick that old security back up after so boldly 

proclaiming an end to fear?  Why does he leave the stage with that security 

blanket still in his hand? 

We first must realize that we all carry that same blanket. 

Just like Linus, we may stand tall in a moment of faith and conviction, 

a moment when Scripture hidden in our heart comes to life, and all else is 

flung aside as we experience and proclaim the true freedom and security 

that only Jesus can give. 

But at some point, out of habit, we reach down and pick that thing 

right back up.  Faith, while powerful, is also delicate. 



Linus clearly knows the truth, and clearly proclaims the truth.  The 

knowledge is there and the wisdom is there and the passion is there.  So 

why does he pick it back up? 

I think the answer is strikingly clear.  It is because we all do the same 

thing. 

We know.  We feel.  We proclaim. 

Yet we gaze in the mirror one morning to find that tattered old blanket 

draped over our shoulder yet again.  And we realize that we have become 

so used to it being there that we hardly even noticed it. 

But that is not where this blanket story ends. 

 
The show ends with the Peanuts gang not just singing, but clearly and 

unquestionably singing in worship.  Even the musical style at this point is 

different from anything else heard previously. 

The obvious song choice here could have been "O Christmas Tree," the 

notes of which have already been playing gently in the background. 

But the focus is no longer the tree.  The focus has become bigger than 

the tree.  The focus is Jesus. 



With this new focus, the kids instead slide effortlessly into "Hark the 

Herald Angels Sing, Glory to the Newborn King," and what we are now 

witnessing is essentially an impromptu worship service. 

But before any of this happens, Linus parts with that blanket yet 

again, and lays it down for good at the base of that beautiful Christmas 

tree, just as we should strive to not just lay our blanket down just 

anywhere, but leave it forever behind us at the foot of that cross, for our 

own good and the good of others. 

 
Linus and friends have moved from speaking truth and hearing truth 

into a deeper place of worship, where they finally respond to that truth, 

much like those shepherds who were instructed to "fear not" so very long 

ago. 

It is here at the end of the show that Linus lays that blanket down yet 

again, and this time?  He doesn't look back. 
As a writer and musician, Jason Soroski strives to communicate in a way that is 

insightful, meaningful, relevant, and mindful of the small things that we may otherwise 

overlook in our everyday lives. He effectively taps into his experiences as a worship 

pastor, classroom teacher, husband, and homeschooling father of five to relate poignant 

stories from real-life experiences. Jason holds an M.Ed. from Missouri Baptist University, 



has been featured in various print and web publications, and currently resides in 

Houston, TX. Read more from Jason at his blog The Way I See It. 

Publication date: December 21, 2015 

 

Christ, invisible to the bodily eye, manifests Himself on earth clearly 

through His Church...  The Church is the Body of Christ both because 

its parts are united to Christ through His divine mysteries and 

because through her Christ works in the world. 

 ~ Saint John of Shanghai and San Francisco 

 


