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NATIVITY FAST [SAINT PHILIP'S FAST—PILIPKIVA]

ON THE MEND: Please keep the following parishioners and others in your
prayers for recovery from their illnesses and injuries: Archbishop Daniel,
Metropolitan Antony, Metropolitan Yurij, Anastasia [Metropolitan Yurij’'s
mom], Metropolitan Theodosius [OCA], Archbishop Jovan, Bishop Robert,
Father George & Pani Lillian Hnatko, Father Jakiw Norton, Father Paul Stoll,
Father Igor Soroka, Father Joseph Kopchak, Father Elias Warnke, Father
Nestor Kowal, Father George Yatsko, Father Paul Bigelow, Father Emilian
Balan, Father John & Pani Mary Anne Nakonachny, Father Steve Repa,
Protopresbyter William Diakiw, Archpriest Dionysi Vitali, Protodeacon Joseph
Hotrovich, Father Adam Yonitch, Pani-Dobrodijka Sonia Diakiw, Father
Paisius McGrath, Father Michael Smolynec, Father Lawrence & Matushka
Sophia Daniels, Father John Harrold [Saint Sylvester], Joshua Agosto and
his family, Eva Malesnick, Stella Peanoske, Nick Behun, Grace Holupka,
Virginia Bryan, Joseph Sliwinsky, Gary & Linda Mechtly, Evelyn Misko,
Jeanne Boehing, Alex Drobot, Rachelle, Jane Golofski, Doug Diller, Harry
Krewsun, Mary Alice Babcock, Dorie Kunkle, Andrea, & Melissa [Betty
O’Masta’s relatives], Mary Evelyn King, Sam Wadrose, Isabella Olivia
Lindgren, Ethel Thomas, Donna, Erin, Michael Miller, Grace & Owen
Ostrasky, Patti Sinecki, David Genshi, Sue Segeleon, Mike Gallagher, Liz
Stumpf, Theodore Nixon, Michelle Corba Kapeluck, Linda Hippert & family,
Margaret Vladimir, Luke Emmerling, George Rocknage, Robert McKivitz, Liz
Obradovich, Halyna Zelinska [Archbishop Daniel’s mother], Charlotte,
Andrew Mark Olynyk, Deborah Finley, Claire Senita, Eleanor Kelly, Bryan,
Nancy Barylak, Patrick Keenan, Khrystyna Chorniy, Anthony Cormier,
Nathan Forbeck, Sarah Doyle, Samuel Peters, Esther Holupka, David Vallor,
Henry Faraly, Julie Eiler, Dorothy Lednovich, Bob C., Allie—young girl with
leukemia, Heather Kramer, Jane Wartinbee, Matthew—young man with
cancer, Nicholas Orlando, Mary Ann Kuznik, Michael Pryhodzenko, Sonia




Luciow, Theresa Ditto, Mary Ann Musial, Mary Pelino, Yvonne Christy, Myron
& Barbara Spak, Julia Duda, Lisa Pandle, Kris & Julie Hanczar, John
Kennedy, Loretta, Nancy, Carol, & Michael Sheliga, Gaelle Kelly, Irma
McDivitt, Robin Young, Mckayla, Rachel, Carl & Margaret Reed, Lydia
Wilson, Robert Pointon, Walter Cecelia, John Persico, Jeff Miller, Mary
Kernick, Glenn Miller, Jean Marie, Donna & Walter McCrackin, Bonnie &
Eugene Blair [Pani Gina’s parents], David Hoenshell, Barbara Macino,
Shelley Hill, Mikaela Kapeluck, Linda Cawley, Gerald Cogley, Helen Bozo,
Corey Guich, Robert Vangrin, Pauline Witkowsky, Sera White, Donald
Griffey, Deborah Smith, Nancy & Eric Dunik, Julian Strozh [young lady with
cerebral palsy], Dr. Kirsten Ream, Patricia Corey, Michelle, Katie Swarm,
Richard Dunst, Michelle, Patrick, Linda Morris, Howard Simpson, Chris,
David Hiles, Jennifer, Jerry Quinn, Cher Mount, Frank & Janet Horrell, Jim
Wandling, Gail, Sirena Sharp, Ron Paulovich, Sandi Anderson, Lina, Shirley,
Denny Mader, Ella Campbell, Tom Hyatt, Bill Janiro, Jean Symanko-Andy’s
sister, William Lemonakis, Barbara McDougall, Alma Wyke, Lindsay
Romanczak & family, Virginia Catherine Pyrch, Susan Lucas, Neil Carter &
family, James Paluh, Mickie Weikel, Evelyn Krempasky, Tammy Strunk,
Loida Esbry, Darlene Chicka Deskins, Drew, Alice & Keith Philipa, Kateryna
Kocelko, Nancy Heinbaugh, Mira Filipovi¢, Lynn, Jacqueline, Sharon, Zan
Cheng, Kristy, Elaine Ellenberger, Brandon, Anna Tranchine, Demetra, Blase
Urban, Catherine Hogel & children, Jennifer & Dylan, Ron Schwartz, Lydia
Wilson, Flora Tomlin, Howell Swarm, Jane Bielewicz Allred, Manny “Lazarus”
Lopez, Glenn & Lucas Burlack, Katie Elizabeth, Mileva, & Michael, Deirdré
Straughan, Terri Paluh, Lori & Steve Lucier, Kyranna Cherpas, Pastor Bruce
Nordeen, Heather Ried, Carla Perry, Linda Elliot, Dennis McDaniel, Luke
Tinsley, Brent, Tricia, Katherine Gorman, Pamela Jaquette, Michael
Pawlyshyn, Sherri Walewski, Marika Zeliszczuk, Donna Davis, Jackie
Crimbchin, Marta Charron, Mary [Corba], Stella McKeag, Margie Sekelsky,
Gary Howell, Fran Fulton, Gina Catanese, Bill Vizza, Jamie Swarm, Kevin
Allen (from Ancient Faith Radio), Kathy Flaherty, Tori Reade-Henry’s niece,
Derick-Glen Burlack’s neighbor, Michael, Nichole & Christopher, Ben
Douglas, Dianne Donahue, Zachary, Natasha, Noah Willard, Jodi Hanczar,
Gregory Cervo, Lisa Bruce, Martha Nezolyk, Kathy Cvetkovich, Judy, Will,
Emma, Ginny, Ye-Jin, Maria, John & JoAnn, Jim & Kitty, Phil Bouse, Ralph &
Beverly Stoker, Noah Willard, Nikola, Natalie, Nikola, & Nevenka
Jovonovich, Julia Collier, Amy Kemerer, Thomas Smith, Tracy
Slaugenhaupt, Louis & Teresa Bercelli, Tom Nolan, Silvia Martin, Sarah
Dorning, Evelyn Burlack, Dena & George, Georgia, Lawanda [Evelyn’s



niece], Maureen Sams, John Kendall, Judi Danser, Darcy, Denis
Strittmatter, Nancy, Ian Brick, Cecilia Barnhart, Logan Magorien, Pam
Grant, Debbie & Jerry Novosel, Noah Willard, Bishop Athanasius Akunda of
Western Kenya, Sandra Dillard, and Susan Pulcini—Father Ted Pulcini’s
mom. ARNOLD: Homer Paul Kline. We pray that God will grant them all a
speedy recovery.

Take up your cross and know that, whatever you suffer is known to
God. As a loving Father, He tries in every way to shape Jesus Christ
within us. He wants us to suffer because He knows what He's
prepared in heaven for His suffering children, but if He doesn’t send
them sorrows, that’ll be unfair to them because they’ll be deprived
of the ineffable good things of heaven. The more we suffer, the
more beautiful is the garland of glory that’'s woven for us. —-Elder
Ephraim of Arizona

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: All Christians and the
others in the Middle East who are suffering during this time of great
tragedy and unrest. May God watch over and keep them safe! Lord
have mercy!

Please remember ALL American service men and women in your prayers.
May God watch over them and all American service men and women—and
bring them all home safely!

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE!

Communion Fasting: nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in cases
where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical reasons:
medication, diabetes, etc. If you have a question, please ask Father Bob.

AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if
you just need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 279-5640.

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 OBEDNITZA DOWNSTAIRS IN THE CHURCH HALL 10:30 AM



30™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; MARTYRS MENAS, HERMOGENES, &
EUGRAPHUS; MARTYR GERNELLUS OF PAPHLAGONIA; VENERABLE THOMAS OF
BITHYNIA
Tone 5
Colossians 3:12-16
Luke 17:12-19

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30 OBEDNITZA DOWNSTAIRS IN THE CHURCH HALL 10:30 AM
31ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; THE SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FOREFATHERS;
HOLY PROPHET DANIEL; THE THREE HOLY YOUTHS: ANANIAS, AZARIAS, &

MISAEL; SAINT DANIEL THE CONFESSOR—IN SCHEMA STEPHEN
Tone 6
Colossians3:4-11; Hebrews 11:33-12:2
Luke 14:16-24; Luke 11:47-12:1

SUNDAY, JANUARY 06 DIVINE LITURGY UPSTAIRS 10:30 AM

32ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; EVE OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST; NUN-

MARTYR EUGENIA & WITH HER MARTYRS PROTIUS, HYACINTH, BASILLA, &

CLAUDIA; VENERABLE NICHOLAS THE MONK
STRICT FAST DAY—HOLY SUPPER AFTER LITURGY--DOWNSTAIRS
Tone 7
Hebrews 11:9-10, 17023, 32-40
Matthew 1:1-25

BULLETIN INSERT FOR 23 DECEMBER 2018

30™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; MARTYRS MENAS, HERMOGENES,
& EUGRAPHUS; MARTYR GERNELLUS OF PAPHLAGONIA; VENERABLE
THOMAS OF BITHYNIA

TROPARION—TONE 5

Let the faithful praise and worship the Word,

Coeternal with the Father and the Spirit;

Born for our salvation from the Virgin;

For He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh,

To endure death, and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever,
and unto ages of ages. Amen.

KONTAKION—TONE 5
Thou didst descend into Hell, O my Savior, Shattering its gates as almighty;
Resurrecting the dead as Creator, And destroying the sting of death.




Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of Man,
And we all cry to Thee: O Lord, save us!

PROKEIMENON—TONE 5

READER: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this
generation forever.

PEOPLE: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this
generation forever.

READER: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly.
PEOPLE: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this
generation forever.

READER: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us...

PEOPLE: From this generation forever.

ALLELUIA VERSES—TONE 5
I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim
Thy truth from generation to generation.

Thou hast said: Mercy will be established forever, and my truth will be
prepared in the heavens.

LIFE OF ST. HERMAN, WONDERWORKER OF ALASKA

St. Herman, while he lived on earth, was a simple monk who came
from his beloved Valaam Monastery in Russia to the shores of Alaska in the
year 1794. In the previous year, Metropolitan Gabriel of St. Petersburg
asked Abbot Nazarius of Valaam to gather a small group of monks to form a
missionary team that would travel across Russia and Siberia to Alaska (a
that time a Russian possession) to bring the Gospel of Christ to the native
people. Those monks were Archimandrite Joasaph, Hieromonks Juvenaly,
Macarius, Athanasius, Stephen and Nectarius, Hierodeacons Nectarius and
Stephen, and Monks Joasaph and Herman. This trek over land and water
took more than a year (the longest recorded single missionary journey in
the history of the church)! At the end of the journey they arrived at Kodiak
Island aboard the ship Three Hierarchs on September 24, 1794.

Immediately, the monks began to fan out across Alaska, while St.
Herman remained at the home base in Kodiak at the newly built Holy
Resurrection Church to administer the overall mission and newly established
school. The mission was a thriving one, received with great enthusiasm by




most of the native people and resulting in thousands of Baptisms. Schools
were started, churches built, many sacramental marriages were performed;
all through the grace-filled efforts of 10 monks who labored in the midst of
harsh and primitive conditions. Often they did not enjoy the support of the
Russian American Company, which was the local Russian authority in the
area. Alexander Baranov was in charge of the company and proved to be a
tyrannical and self-serving leader who considered the natives to be little
more than slave laborers. Father Herman and the other monks labored
mightily to protect them and intercede on their behalf with the higher
authorities in Russia.

After about 15 years St. Herman moved to Spruce Island, which is a
small densely wooded island about 1 mile off the coast of Kodiak, to pursue
a more hermit-like life. He brought his whole monastic spiritual formation,
rich experience and Orthodox inheritance to bear upon this new life. He
built a church and a cell, planted a garden and in a short time started an
orphanage and school for the people on the island. With burning love and
compassion he began to deposit within the hearts of all who came,
something of the wondrous Christian treasure that had been entrusted to
him. He labored for the most part alone at this stage of his life, pressing
forward with great patience and humility. He chanted the church services,
contemplated the Scripture, the writings of the Philokalia and other writings
of the Saints which he had brought to the New World and pursued an
intense life of interior prayer. He was once asked, "How do you live alone in
the forest, Fr. Herman, don't you become bored and lonely?" He replied,
"No! I am not alone here. God is here, as God is everywhere. Holy angels
are here. Can one become bored with them? With whom is converse better
and more pleasant, with men or with angels? Of course, with angels!"

Much more could be said about the life and miracles of St. Herman,
both while he lived on earth and after his repose on November 15, 1836,
but they will not fit into this short Hagiographical sketch. He foresaw the
time of his earthly departure, and when the time came, he was surrounded
by his beloved orphans and spiritual children who were reading the Acts of
the Apostles by his bedside. At that moment they recorded that his face
suddenly began to shine and the cell was filled with a divine fragrance and
they knew that their elder was dead. That same evening, others in the
village of Katani on Afognak Island recorded that they saw an unusually
bright column of light rising in the air above Spruce Island. The Creole
Gerasim Vologdin said, '1 1t looks as though Fr. Herman has left us" and
they all began to pray to God.




On March 11, 1969, the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church
in America proclaimed that Fr. Herman would be glorified as a Saint for
having faithfully toiled in the "spiritual work of apostolic service among the
natives whom he illumined by the light of the truth of Gospel." On August 9,
1970, Bishops, Priests and faithful from the entire Orthodox world
assembled at the Church of the

Resurrection in Kodiak to witnhess the Glorification upon earth of St.
Herman, the first Orthodox Saint of North America. His holy relics remain in
that church to this day.

Ask almost anyone in the regions around Kodiak and many people in
all parts of Alaska, even to this day, if they know of the blessed Saint of
Alaska, Fr. Herman, and you will probably receive a reverent and knowing
"nod of the head." Perhaps you will hear a personal story about how he has
helped someone in need or inspired another upon the ancient, yet ever new
heavenly path upon which he walked. We, who now strive to walk upon this
same path two hundred years later, give thanks to God "who is wondrous in
His Saints," and who allowed such a one to walk in our midst.

Holy St. Herman, pray to God for us!

“A priest is walking down a lonely road on a hot day when suddenly
out of the bushes jumps a wild looking man with a gun. The man
says to the priest, 'I have killed 99 men, and you will be the 100th.’
The priest says to the him, 'I am ready to die; but please before you
shoot me, give me a little water to drink? I am so thirsty.' The
murderer is confused for a moment, and then directs the priest at
gun point to his hut in the bushes where he gives the priest a cup of
water to drink. As the priest is drinking the water, the murderer
dies of a heart attack. The angels from heaven come to escort the
soul of this murderer to heaven, but the demons contest with them.
'This man murdered 99 men and committed many other smaller
sins. His soul belongs to us." But the angels answer the demons,
'But he also did two great deeds for the Gospel of Christ which
outweigh all his sins. First he confessed his 99 murders to a priest
and second he gave water to the thirsty. No sin, no matter how
many times repeated, is greater than the mercy of God."” St.
Nikolai Velimirovich




It was truly an honor to represent His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I as his Exarch in Ukraine. It was humbling to serve with His
Eminence Metropolitan Emmanuel of France and His Grace Bishop Ilarion of
UOCC the needs of Ukrainian people and the Holy Orthodox Church at the
Unification Council (SOBOR) of the Orthodox Autocephalous Church of
Ukraine during which the Church was established and Metropolitan
Epiphanios was elected as the Primate—AXIOS... Time to return to my
flock in the United States of America and to serve the needs of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. +Archbishop Daniel




