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SAINTS PETER & PAUL [APOSTLES’] FAST 
 

illnesses and injuries:  Metropolitan Theodosius [OCA], Archbishop Jovan, 

Bishop Robert, Father George & Pani Lillian Hnatko, Father John Harvey, 

Father Jakiw Norton, Father Dragan Filipović, Father Paul Stoll, Father Igor 

Soroka, Father Joseph Kopchak, Father Elias Warnke, Father Nestor Kowal, 

Father George Yatsko, Father Paul Bigelow, Father Emilian Balan, Father 

John Nakonachny, Father Steve Repa, Protopresbyter William Diakiw, 

Archpriest Dionysi Vitali, Protodeacon Joseph Hotrovich, Father Adam 

Yonitch, Pani-Dobrodijka Sonia Diakiw, Father Paisius McGrath, Father 

Michael Smolynec, Father Lawrence & Matushka Sophia Daniels, Father 

John Harrold [Saint Sylvester], Joshua Agosto and his family, Eva 

Malesnick, Stella Peanoske, Nick Behun, Grace Holupka, Virginia Bryan, 

Joseph Sliwinsky, Gary & Linda Mechtly, Evelyn Misko, Jeanne Boehing, 

Alex Drobot, Rachelle, Jane Golofski, Doug Diller, Harry Krewsun, Mary Alice 

Babcock, Dorie Kunkle, Andrea, & Melissa [Betty O’Masta’s relatives], Mary 

Evelyn King, Sam Wadrose, Isabella Olivia Lindgren, Ethel Thomas, Donna, 

Erin, Michael Miller, Grace & Owen Ostrasky, Patti Sinecki, David Genshi, 

Sue Segeleon, Mike Gallagher, Liz Stumpf, Theodore Nixon, Michelle Corba 

Kapeluck, Linda Hippert & family, Margaret Vladimir, Luke Emmerling, 

George Rocknage, Robert McKivitz, Liz Obradovich, Halyna Zelinska [Bishop 

Daniel’s mother], Charlotte, Andrew Mark Olynyk, Deborah Finley, Claire 

Senita, Eleanor Kelly, Bryan, Nancy Barylak, Patrick Keenan, Khrystyna 

Chorniy, Anthony Cormier, Nathan Forbeck, Sarah Doyle, Samuel Peters, 

Esther Holupka, David Vallor, Henry Faraly, Julie Eiler, Dorothy Lednovich, 

Bob C., Allie—young girl with leukemia, Heather Kramer, Jane Wartinbee, 

Matthew—21-year-old with cancer, Nicholas Orlando, Mary Ann Kuznik, 

Michael Pryhodzenko, Sonia Luciow, Theresa Ditto, Mary Ann Musial, Mary 

Pelino, Yvonne Christy, Myron & Barbara Spak, Julia Duda, Lisa Pandle, Kris 

& Julie Hanczar, John Kennedy, Loretta, Nancy, Carol, & Michael Sheliga, 



Gaelle Kelly, Irma McDivitt, Robin Young, Mckayla, Rachel, Carl & Margaret 

Reed, Lydia Wilson, Robert Pointon, Walter Cecelia, John Persico, Jeff Miller, 

Mary Kernick, Glenn Miller, Jean Marie, Donna & Walter McCrackin, Bonnie 

& Eugene Blair [Pani Gina’s parents], David Hoenshell, Barbara Macino, 

Shelley Hill, Mikaela Kapeluck, Linda Cawley, Gerald Cogley, Helen Bozo, 

Corey Guich, Robert Vangrin, Pauline Witkowsky, Sera White, Donald 

Griffey, Deborah Smith, Nancy & Eric Dunik, Julian Strozh [child with 

cerebral palsy], Dr. Kirsten Ream, Patricia Corey, Michelle, Katie Swarm, 

Richard Dunst, Michelle, Patrick, Linda Morris, Howard Simpson, Chris, 

David Hiles, Jennifer, Jerry Quinn, Cher Mount, Frank & Janet Horrell, Jim 

Wandling, Gail, Sirena Sharp, Ron Paulovich, Sandi Anderson, Lina, Shirley, 

Denny Mader, Ella Campbell, Tom Hyatt, Bill Janiro, Jean Symanko-Andy’s 

sister, William Lemonakis, Barbara McDougall, Alma Wyke, Lindsay 

Romanczak & family, Virginia Catherine Pyrch, Susan Lucas, Neil Carter & 

family, James Paluh, Mickie Weikel, Evelyn Krempasky, Tammy Strunk, 

Loida Esbry, Darlene Chicka Deskins, Drew, Alice & Keith Philipa, Kateryna 

Kocelko, Nancy Heinbaugh, Mira Filipović, Lynn, Jacqueline, Sharon, Zan 

Cheng, Kristy, Elaine Ellenberger, Brandon, Anna Tranchine, Demetra, Blase 

Urban, Catherine Hogel & children, Jennifer & Dylan, Ron Schwartz, Lydia 

Wilson, Flora Tomlin, Howell Swarm, Jane Bielewicz Allred, Manny “Lazarus” 

Lopez, Glenn & Lucas Burlack, Katie Elizabeth, Mileva, & Michael, Deirdré 

Straughan, Terri Paluh, Lori & Steve Lucier, Kyranna Cherpas, Pastor Bruce 

Nordeen, Millie Koss Good, Heather Ried, Carla Perry, Linda Elliot, Dennis 

McDaniel, Luke Tinsley, Brent, Tricia, Katherine Gorman, Pamela Jaquette, 

Michael Pawlyshyn, Sherri Walewski, Marika Zeliszczuk, Donna Davis, Jackie 

Crimbchin, Marta Charron, Mary [Corba], Stella McKeag, Margie Sekelsky, 

Gary Howell, Fran Fulton, Gina Catanese, Bill Vizza, Jamie Swarm, Kevin 

Allen (from Ancient Faith Radio), Kathy Flaherty, Tori Reade-Henry’s niece, 

Derick-Glen Burlack’s neighbor, Michael, Nichole & Christopher, Ben 

Douglas, Dianne Donahue, Zachary, Natasha, Noah Willard, Jodi Hanczar, 

Gregory Cervo, Lisa Bruce, Martha Nezolyk, Kathy Cvetkovich, Judy, Will, 

Emma, Ginny, Ye-Jin, Maria, John & JoAnn, Jim & Kitty, Phil Bouse, Ralph & 

Beverly Stoker, Noah Willard, Nikola, Natalie, Nikola, & Nevenka 

Jovonovich, Julia Collier, Amy Kemerer, Thomas Smith, Tracy 

Slaugenhaupt, Louis & Teresa Berceli, Tom Nolan, Noble Wilshaw, Silvia 

Martin, Sarah Dorning, Evelyn Burlack, Dena & George, Georgia, Lawanda 

[Evelyn’s niece], Maureen Sams, John Kendall, Judi Danser, Darcy, Denis 

Strittmatter, and Ian Brick.  ARNOLD:  Homer Paul Kline.  We pray that God 

will grant them all a speedy recovery. 



 

"Lay people do not have the 'gift' of obedience to a spiritual father.  

A husband asked his wife to go to Switzerland.  The wife said, 'I will 

ask my spiritual father.'  The husband replied, 'Then go marry your 

spiritual father!  A wife should not have to ask permission to go on 

a trip with her husband.'  The husband was correct.  Lay people 

should not try to behave like monastics."  Elder Ephrem of Vatopedi 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  All Christians and the 

others in the Middle East who are suffering during this time of great 

tragedy and unrest.  May God watch over and keep them safe!  Lord 

have mercy! 

 

Please remember ALL American service men and women in your prayers.  
May God watch over them and all American service men and women—and 
bring them all home safely! 

 

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE! 
 

Communion Fasting:  nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in cases 

where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical reasons:  

medication, diabetes, etc.  If you have a question, please ask Father Bob. 

 

AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if 

you just need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 279-5640. 

  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 08 OBEDNITZA UPSTAIRS IN THE CHURCH 10:30 AM 

6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; VIRGIN-MARTYR FEBRONIA OF NISIBIS 

Tone 5 

Romans 12:6-14 

Matthew 9:1-8 

 

THURSDAY, JULY 12 SAINTS PETER AND PAUL [APOSTLES’] FEAST 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 15 OBEDNITZA UPSTAIRS IN THE CHURCH 10:30 AM 

7TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; PLACING OF THE HONORABLE ROBE OF THE 

MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS AT BLACHERNAE; SAINT JUVENAL-PATRIARCH OF 

JERUSALEM; SAINT PHOTIUS-METROPOLITAN OF KIEV 



Tone 6 

Romans 15:1-7; Hebrews 9:1-7 

Matthew 9:27-35; Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 22 OBEDNITZA UPSTAIRS IN THE CHURCH 10:30 AM 

8TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; HIEROMARTYR PANCRATIUS-BISHOP OF 

TAORMINAIN SICILY; HIEROMARTYR CYRIL-BISHOP OF GORTYNA; MARTYRS 

PATERMUTHIUS, COPRIUS, & ALEXANDER; SAINT THEODORE-BISHOP OF 

EDESSA 

Tone 7 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 14:14-22 

 

BULLETIN INSERT FOR 08 JULY 2018 
6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; VIRGIN-MARTYR FEBRONIA OF NISIBIS 

TROPARION—TONE 5 

Let the faithful praise and worship the Word, 

Coeternal with the Father and the Spirit; 

Born for our salvation from the Virgin; 

For He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, 

To endure death, 

And to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection! 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 

and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

KONTAKION—TONE 5 

Thou didst descend into Hell, O my Savior, 

Shattering its gates as almighty; 

Resurrecting the dead as Creator, 

And destroying the sting of death. 

Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of Man, 

And we all cry to Thee:  O Lord, save us! 

 

PROKEIMENON—TONE 5 

READER:  Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this 

generation forever. 

PEOPLE:  Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this 

generation forever. 

READER:  Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly. 



PEOPLE:  Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this 

generation forever. 

READER:  Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us… 

PEOPLE:  From this generation forever. 

 

ALLELUIA VERSES—TONE 5 

I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim 

Thy truth from generation to generation. 

 

Thou hast said:  Mercy will be established forever, and my truth will be 

prepared in the heavens. 

 
Proto Stevo G. Rocknage shared a post. 

 
St. Sava Serbian Orthodox Church - McKeesport, PA 

FOR THE HEALING OF OUR COMMUNITIES DEALING WITH ANGER 
AND VIOLENCE: 

"O Lord God of Hosts, God of our salvation, Who alone does wonders: 
in mercy and goodness l 

 

The Pigs and the Perishing: 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost and Fifth Sunday of Matthew 

July 7, 2017—Edith M. Humphrey—Matthew 8:28-9:1 

For twenty-first century Western hearers of the gospels, demons and demoniacs 

are troublesome.  We do not live in a time or a place where this phenomenon is 

understood, or even frequently experienced.  (Though some would say that this is a 

deficiency in our perception!)  Other ages have known about demoniacs, and even 

missionaries today in the third world report demonic activity. But our experience is 

rather limited.  It would be helpful, then, if we could go behind this well-known episode 

in Jesus’ ministry, appointed for the fifth Sunday of Pentecost, to the Old Testament, in 

order to find wisdom. 

We search, however, virtually in vain.  For the Old Testament has 

almost nothing to say of demons; even Satan, the captain of the demons, is 

only infrequently mentioned.  There are a few instances.  The book of Tobit 

identifies a demon by name, telling us in its back-story about the evil 

demon Asmodeus, who lusted after the ordained bride of Tobias, destroying 

every one of her suitors—except for Tobias, who is given the means of 

protection by the angel Raphael, so that the demon is bound and banished 

to the remote places of Egypt.  Then there are the vague references in 



Deuteronomy, Psalms, and the book of Baruch to the human sacrifices 

made by the wayward Israelites:  they are said to have offered up their 

sons and daughters to so-called “gods,” who are actually demons.  Finally, 

some traditions outside the Bible identify the mysterious Azazel, for whom 

the scapegoat was driven out into the wilderness (Leviticus 16), as one of 

those evil fallen angels or demons who mixed with human women in 

Genesis 6. 

In these rare cases, however, we learn nothing about the demons 

except that they are malicious; they attack from the outside, killing and 

enslaving, but in the OT they do not take up residence within a person.  The 

only exception to this might be in the case of Saul, who was tormented by 

an evil spirit (1 Samuel 16), and the story of King Ahab’s prophets, who all 

had a “lying spirit” in their mouths so that they prophesied falsehood (1 

Kings 22; 2 Chronicles 18).  Whether these are actual cases of possession, 

however, is not clear:  perhaps Saul was only greatly despondent, and 

influenced in this by an evil spirit; perhaps the language of the prophet 

Micaiah does not mean to imply that his fellow prophets were actually 

possessed, since the false prophets appear to be sane. 

So where do demons come into the human story, and why are they so 

prevalent in the gospels?  The social historian would answer that rumors of 

demons come late in the history of Judaism, as it encountered Persian 

influences.  But to offer a historical influence is not to give a theological 

explanation.  We might respond that throughout the course of the OT, God 

prepared His people to understand what the unique thing that He was 

intending to do in the fullness of time—become incarnate among us, as the 

second Person of the Holy Trinity assumes human flesh, walking and living 

among humanity, as one of us.  Information about demons and Satan are, 

evidently, not part of that preparation. Instead, in the Old Testament, God 

shows Himself to be the friend of Moses, speaks with the prophets, loves 

David, and guides His own people.  Mostly, however, he speaks through his 

“angel,” remaining at arm’s length, revealing Himself through great signs 

and wonders, while emphasizing His sovereignty through these phenomena.  

The people at Mt. Sinai, do not directly receive God’s word, but are 

instructed to put a boundary around the base of the mountain, so that only 

the elders approach God more closely, and only Moses himself speaks with 

God “mouth-to-mouth.”  Throughout the Old Testament, we hear of how 

God woos His wayward people, calling them to be separate from the rest of 

the nations, and to obey Him.  This He does through the lawgiver Moses, 

then through priests and prophets.  (And He also concedes to act on their 



behalf through a human leader, a king.)  But His Holy Spirit does not abide 

in each of His people, despite His love for them: this is part and parcel of 

the “new covenant” promised in Ezekiel and Jeremiah, when each member 

of God’s people would come to know God intimately. 

With the New Testament, this time arrives.  The Holy Spirit is poured 

without measure upon the entire Church, illumining those who believe from 

within: this can now happen because God has deeply visited humanity, 

taking on human flesh, and becoming one of us, and then raising up our 

humanity with him in the resurrection and ascension.  God comes closer to 

us than our own breath, transforming us from within.  We could say that 

God changes the terms of the battle between Himself and our accuser, 

Satan.  He is not content to remain an outside influence, but desires to 

have us wholly for Himself in unimaginable intimacy: speaking of the 

Hebrews, one NT writer says, “God had foreseen something better for us, 

that apart from us they should not be made perfect” (Hebrews 11:40).  No 

longer is Torah, or even the God-given conscience, the means by which He 

draws us; instead, He becomes one of us, so that we can be joined to Him 

in unimaginable unity:  “He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, 

who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee” (2 Cor 5:5).  Indeed, St. Paul 

likens the relationship between Christ and His Church to the married 

intimacy of a husband and wife (Ephesians 5)! 

Of course, Satan cannot engage in this deep kind of visitation, for 

whatever he “visits” he consumes and destroys.  But we should not be 

surprised to see this bent one trying to imitate the “inside” strategy of God, 

and coming as close as possible to us for our evil rather than our good.  

Only the Highest and the Purest can engage in true Incarnation, transposing 

Himself (to use the language of C. S. Lewis) into the human mode, in order 

to save and perfect us.  In response, Satan attempts to get close to us, to 

undo that which God is building up—and so he sends emissaries, shattered 

fragments of his broken power, into the human sphere.  These confuse, 

damage, and cause disintegration, possessing human beings and destroying 

them in the process.  Evil little avatars of the dark one are the best that 

Satan can manage, over against the amazing story of One who was both 

God and Man, who lived our life perfectly, died deeply and humbly, 

trampling down death by death, rose again to renew us, and honored our 

flesh in His ascension.  Where God acts decisively, Satan scrambles to 

recover his losses: and loses. 

With this in mind, we can understand better what is happening in this 

fascinating story from Matthew.  Luke and Mark also tell this story of the 



demons who are sent into the pigs, but with different details.  In Luke and 

Mark, the demon tells Jesus that his name is “legion” (a multitude) for “we 

are many.”  There is no integrity in this evil spirit, no unity, but a 

multiplicity of filth and disintegrating impulses.  Luke and Mark focus on 

only one demoniac—the one who, we are told, wanted afterwards to follow 

Jesus on his mission.  Matthew emphasizes the plurality of evil, or perhaps 

the fact that Jesus came for both the bound Jew AND the lawless Gentile, 

by telling us that there were two demoniacs. 

Consider their “fierce” aspect—we are dealing with brutes more than 

men, so marred have these two become by that indwelling them.  Consider 

where they dwell—in the tombs, in the places of the dead, and in a 

predominantly pagan area.  (We know this because no faithful Jews kept 

swine, unclean animals).  Consider their actions—impeding the progress of 

others, coming out beyond the boundaries of the graves to meet the living, 

so that they cannot pass.  And, consider what they say:  like the other 

demons, they recognize Jesus.  But they go beyond mere recognition that 

he is “Messiah,” or “Son of God.”  They argue with Him that the “time” has 

not yet come for His full victory over them.  Evidently they knew that God 

had something in the works.  Of course, we cannot know what the demons 

understood about God’s plan.  Certainly, they did not know the full extent of 

it, as St. Paul reminds us:  But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of 

God, which God decreed before the ages for our glorification. None of the 

rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have 

crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, ‘What no eye has seen, nor 

ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for 

those who love him…’ (1 Cor 2:7-9 RSV) 

The point is, however, that God had a “time-table” for His incursion 

into the world, of which the demons were, seemingly, partially 

knowledgeable.  Jesus’ Incarnation takes them by surprise, however, and 

comes to them as a “torment,” before their final downfall, which we may 

take as accomplished in his death and resurrection.  Yet even Jesus’ 

action—and indeed the action of his apostles and the seventy—was 

beginning this sweep-up operation. As Jesus says to the triumphant seventy 

who return, flabbergasted that the demons have obeyed them:  I saw 

Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  Behold, I have given you authority to 

tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; 

and nothing shall hurt you.  Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the 

spirits are subject to you; but rejoice that your names are written in 

heaven. (Luke 10:18-20, RSV). 



So, then, the Messiah, who is also very God, has authority over the 

spirits of darkness, even before that final battle on the cross, when he 

tramples down death by death.  Hidden within the fragile flesh of a human 

being is the Master of all hosts, over whom the demons have no power as 

they try to impede his mission.  What looks like a granting of their 

request—their being cast into pigs—ends in a clear demonstration of their 

evil intent, and their own destruction. 

Curiously, the swine-keepers and the towns-people are not impressed.  

The demoniacs have been freed from their bondage, but what evidently 

upsets these pagans is the loss of their livelihood, or perhaps just the 

fearful phenomenon of self-destructing pigs in their vicinity.  Jesus is for 

them not a victory-fighter, but an awkward presence, hampering their 

Gentile lifestyle, upsetting their customs, and heralding—can we say, 

“weirdness”?   knowing the treasure in their midst, they beg him to go: not 

just a few of them, but the whole town.  Like Jerusalem, over which Jesus 

mourned, they “did not recognize the time of their visitation.”  Like Jesus’ 

encounter with the Roman centurion, who had great faith, or the Samaritan 

woman, who become “equal to the apostles,” this episode, this town, could 

have become a sign of the Gentile mission to come, a glimmering of the day 

when light would shine on the Gentiles.  But this community finds Jesus’ 

presence and actions awkward.  They will not see what was among them, 

and Jesus, in all meekness, goes to his own place, and bides his time for 

the bringing-in of those outside the Jewish family.  He cares for the 

perishing prodigals among humanity, and will not leave them eating with 

the pigs forever—but he will not reconcile anyone to God against his or her 

will.  Like the prodigal, who “came to himself,” those who are perishing 

must recognize their dire position, and be turned—and so He shall heal 

them! 

As those made in the image of God, we are the special focus of God’s 

attention. The demons, we assume, have rejected the light and will not turn 

(though we know very little of their story).  But God made us after His own 

image, and has come to indwell us deeply, in such a way that we become 

MORE what we are meant to be, not overpowered, but enhanced in human 

character by His Holy Spirit.  The demons asked if Christ had come to 

“torment”—that is, if anything, a matter of their own projection.  For it is 

the strategy of the evil one to torment, to possess, and to destroy.  God the 

Son, rather, comes to raise up the broken tent of David, and to make the 

Gentiles His true people, though originally they were “not a people.”  He 

specializes in creation from nothing, and in resurrection from the dead.  The 



pig, and all that was once unclean, He will bless, and the perishing He will 

perfect.  From us, He asks only the same word that the Theotokos gave:  

“Be it unto me.”  With the Spirit and the Church, then, let us not find Him 

an embarrassment or ask Him to leave, but every day say to Him, “Come!”  

With our consent, He will do more than we can ask or even imagine. 
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/alampfortoday/2017/07/07/pigs-perishing-fifth-sunday-

pentecost-matthew/ 

 
Metropolitan Savas [Zembillas] is grateful to his friend Elia Alexiades for calling 

these remarks by Fr. James Martin to his attention.  He's commenting on Sir Paul 

McCartney's appearance on James Corden's Carpool Karaoke.  

Fr. James Martin, SJ wrote:  I don't usually share "non-religious" or 

"non-spiritual" things on this page, but I thought I would make an 

exception.  I watched this video yesterday, as did 100 million (and 

counting) other people and found it deeply moving. 

Why?  Not just because I've been a Beatles fan since the 1960s (and 

marvel that my 13-year-old nephew is too:  he saw Ringo Starr in concert 

just last week).  But because this extraordinary "Carpool Karaoke," in which 

the talk show host James Corden interviews the legendary Sir Paul 

McCartney, has much to teach us. 

First, it teaches us about humility.  Of course Paul McCartney has had 

50 years of practice in dealing with fans from all over the world, and of 

course he knew that he was being filmed, but notice how kind, patient and 

generous he is with everyone he meets in his hometown of Liverpool.  ("I'm 

comin' in your shop, Luv!"  "Tell him I said hi!")  Notice a myriad other 

small instances of humility:  how, for example, he says that he thought the 

Beatles's songs wouldn't last for more than ten years.  To my mind, it's 

hard to "fake" humility.  Sir Paul is clearly someone who doesn't need to 

prove anything. It's refreshing to see. 

Second, it teaches us about vocation.  Clearly Paul McCartney has a 

vocation, and one that he has lived out well:  as a singer and songwriter. 

That's a bit of an understatement, isn't it?  But anyone with even a passing 

knowledge of the Beatles knows something about their hardscrabble 

beginnings (cf:  the Cavern Club), how hard they worked, and how each 

tried their best to live out what they felt they were called to do--even at the 

end, when the band broke up.  (Martin Scorsese's wonderful film on George 

Harrison, "Living in a Material World" shows this as well.)  It's a joy to see 

someone so fully living out his or her vocation, and continue to live it out so 

fully.  (My cousin told me that Paul McCartney astonished her in concert, 



just a few years ago, in his 70s, with his vitality and range.)  Seeing 

someone live out their vocation so fully is like seeing a flower finally bloom.  

Third, it teaches us about human connection.  The moment when 

McCartney shares a personal story about the origins of the song "Let It Be" 

is followed by Corden sharing something just as personal about what the 

song meant to him as a child, which is followed up by McCartney's simple 

encouragement to Corden.  To me, that particular moment is a marvelously 

real example of what Jesuits call "faith sharing." 

Fourth, it teaches us about humor. They have a lot of fun, these two, 

and so do those around them.  Sir Paul has a healthy sense of humor about 

himself and his "mates," which has always been one of the most appealing 

things about the Beatles.  (See the terrific documentary about their 

longtime fan-club president, "Good Ol Freda," for more on the great fun 

that "the lads" had in their heydays.)  The same kind of larky attitude is 

evident here. Life can be fun. Why not have a laugh from time to time?  

Finally, it teaches us about grace. There are moments of grace all 

throughout this lovely segment:  the expression on the face of the woman 

in the eponymous barber shop on Penny Lane when Paul surprises her; Paul 

showing James how he used to play the guitar sitting on the loo; and the 

look on the face of the middle-aged woman in the pub when Paul starts to 

sing (you know that she must have been a big fan of the Fab Four back in 

the day). 

So, in the end, this segment is indeed religious, in its original meaning 

(re-ligio: to tie back).  It reveals how one person's living out of his or her 

vocation can tie so many people together.  And it's deeply spiritual as well, 

in that it shows us how the spirit can work in such beautiful, touching and 

unexpected ways. In such grace-filled ways.  

Grace is all you need, to paraphrase John Lennon. 

And Paul McCartney. 


