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DORMITION FAST 
 

ON THE MEND:  Please keep the following parishioners and others in your 

prayers for recovery from their illnesses and injuries:  Metropolitan 

Theodosius [OCA], Archbishop Jovan, Bishop Robert, Father George & Pani 

Lillian Hnatko, Father John Harvey, Father Jakiw Norton, Father Dragan 

Filipović, Father Paul Stoll, Father Igor Soroka, Father Joseph Kopchak, 

Father Elias Warnke, Father Nestor Kowal, Father George Yatsko, Father 

Paul Bigelow, Father Emilian Balan, Father John Nakonachny, Father Steve 

Repa, Protopresbyter William Diakiw, Archpriest Dionysi Vitali, Protodeacon 

Joseph Hotrovich, Father Adam Yonitch, Pani-Dobrodijka Sonia Diakiw, 

Father Paisius McGrath, Father Michael Smolynec, Father Bazyl Zawierucha, 

Father Lawrence & Matushka Sophia Daniels, Father John Harrold [Saint 

Sylvester], Joshua Agosto and his family, Eva Malesnick, Stella Peanoske, 

Nick Behun, Grace Holupka, Virginia Bryan, Joseph Sliwinsky, Gary & Linda 

Mechtly, Mary Mochnick, Evelyn Misko, Jeanne Boehing, Alex Drobot, 

Rachelle, Jane Golofski, Doug Diller, Harry Krewsun, Mary Alice Babcock, 

Dorie Kunkle, Andrea, & Melissa [Betty O’Masta’s relatives], Mary Evelyn 

King, Sam Wadrose, Isabella Olivia Lindgren, Ethel Thomas, Donna, Erin, 

Michael Miller, Grace & Owen Ostrasky, Patti Sinecki, David Genshi, Sue 

Segeleon, Mike Gallagher, Liz Stumpf, Theodore Nixon, Michelle Corba 

Kapeluck, Linda Hippert & family, Margaret Vladimir, Luke Emmerling, 

George Rocknage, Robert McKivitz, Liz Obradovich, Halyna Zelinska [Bishop 

Daniel’s mother], Charlotte, Andrew Mark Olynyk, Deborah Finley, Claire 

Senita, Eleanor Kelly, Bryan, Nancy Barylak, Patrick Keenan, Khrystyna 

Chorniy, Anthony Cormier, Nathan Forbeck, Sarah Doyle, Samuel Peters, 

Esther Holupka, David Vallor, Henry Faraly, Betty O’Masta, Julie Eiler, 

Dorothy Lednovich, Bob C., Allie—young girl with leukemia, Heather 



Kramer, Jane Wartinbee, Matthew—21-year-old with cancer, Nicholas 

Orlando, Mary Ann Kuznik, Michael Woloschak, Michael Pryhodzenko, Sonia 

Luciow, Theresa Ditto, Mary Ann Musial, Mary Pelino, Yvonne Christy, Myron 

& Barbara Spak, Julia Duda, Lisa Pandle, Kris & Julie Hanczar, John 

Kennedy, Loretta, Nancy, Carol, & Michael Sheliga, Gaelle Kelly, Irma 

McDivitt, Robin Young, Mckayla, Rachel, Carl & Margaret Reed, Lydia 

Wilson, Robert Pointon, Walter Cecelia, John Persico, Jeff Miller, Mary 

Kernick, Glenn Miller, Jean Marie, Donna & Walter McCrackin, Bonnie & 

Eugene Blair [Pani Gina’s parents], David Hoenshell, Barbara Macino, 

Shelley Hill, Mikaela Kapeluck, Linda Cawley, Gerald Cogley, Helen Bozo, 

Corey Guich, Robert Vangrin, Pauline Witkowsky, Sera White, Donald 

Griffey, Deborah Smith, Nancy & Eric Dunik, Julian Strozh [child with 

cerebral palsy], Dr. Kirsten Ream, Patricia Corey, Michelle, Katie Swarm, 

Richard Dunst, Michelle, Patrick, Linda Morris, Howard Simpson, Chris, 

David Hiles, Karen Johnson, Jennifer, Jerry Quinn, Cher Mount, Frank & 

Janet Horrell, Jim Wandling, Gail, Sirena Sharp, Ron Paulovich, Fred 

DeNorscia, Sandi Anderson, Donald Uebing, Sabrina, Shirley, Denny Mader, 

Ella Campbell, Tom Hyatt, Bill Janiro, Jean Symanko-Andy’s sister, William 

Lemonakis, Barbara McDougall, Alma Wyke, Lindsay Romanczak & family, 

Virginia Catherine Pyrch, Susan Lucas, Neil Carter & family, James Paluh, 

Mickie Weikel, Evelyn Krempasky, Tammy Strunk, Loida Esbry, Darlene 

Chicka Deskins, Drew, Alice & Keith Philipa, Kateryna Kocelko, Nancy 

Heinbaugh, Mira Filipović, Lynn, Jacqueline, Sharon, Zan Cheng, Jeff Jones, 

Kristy, Elaine Ellenberger, Brandon, Anna Tranchine, Demetra, Blase Urban, 

Catherine Hogel & children, Jennifer & Dylan, Ron Schwartz, Lydia Wilson, 

Flora Tomlin, Stella Rossi, Howell Swarm, Jane Bielewicz Allred, Manny 

“Lazarus” Lopez, Glenn & Lucas Burlack, Katie Elizabeth, Mileva, & Michael, 

Deirdré Straughan, Terri Paluh, Lori & Steve Lucier, Kyranna Cherpas, 

Pastor Bruce Nordeen, Millie Koss Good, Heather Ried, Carla Perry, Linda 

Elliot, Dennis McDaniel, Luke Tinsley, Brent, Tricia, Katherine Gorman, 

Pamela Jaquette, Michael Pawlyshyn, Sherri Walewski, Marika Zeliszczuk, 

Donna Davis, Jackie Crimbchin, Marta Charron, Mary [Corba], Stella 

McKeag, Margie Sekelsky, Gary Howell, Fran Fulton, Gina Catanese, Bill 

Vizza, Jamie Swarm, Kevin Allen (from Ancient Faith Radio), Kathy Flaherty, 

Tori Reade-Henry’s niece, Derick-Glen Burlack’s neighbor, Michael, Nichole 

& Christopher, Cheryl Pomeroy, Ben Douglas, Dianne Donahue, Zachary, 



Natasha, Noah Willard, Jodi Hanczar, Gregory Cervo, Lisa Bruce, Martha 

Nezolyk, Kathy Cvetkovich, Frances Gebet, Sheryl Smith Haraczy, Judy, 

Will, Emma, Ginny, Ye-Jin, Maria, John & JoAnn, Jim & Kitty, Bill Baronie, 

Phil Bouse, and Ian Brick.  ARNOLD:  Homer Paul Kline.  We pray that God 

will grant them all a speedy recovery. 

 

"Living on the earth, everyone has to choose - for what to live: to 
become a fertilizer, or for the sake of becoming a light of good, and 

this light shines for people." - Monk Simeon of Mt. Athos 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  All Christians and the 

others in the Middle East who are suffering during this time of great 
tragedy and unrest.  May God watch over and keep them safe!  Lord 

have mercy! 

 

Please remember ALL American service men and women in your prayers.  
May God watch over them and all American service men and women—and 
bring them all home safely! 

 

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE! 
 

Communion Fasting:  nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in cases 
where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical reasons:  
medication, diabetes, etc.  If you have a question, please ask Father Bob. 

 

AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if 

you just need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 279-5640. 
  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27  OBEDNITZA DOWNSTAIRS IN THE CHURCH HALL 10:30 AM 

12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; FOREFEAST OF THE DORMITION; PROPHET 

MICAH; HEIROMARTYR MARCELLUS-BISHOP OF APAMEA; TRANSLATION OF 
THE RELICS OF SAINT THEODOSIUS OF PERCHEVSKY LAVRA 

Tone 3 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Hebrews 13:7-16 

Matthew 19:16-26; Luke 6:17-23 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 28  DORMITION OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS AND EVER-VIRGIN MARY 

 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 03  OBEDNITZA DOWNSTAIRS IN THE CHURCH HALL 10:30 AM 



13TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; AFTERFEAST OF THE DORMITION; APOSTLE 

THADDEUS OF THE 70; MARTYR BASSA OF EDESSA & HER SONS THEOGONIUS, 
AGAPIUS, & PISTUS; VENERABLE ABRAMIUS-LOVER OF LABOR OF PERCHEVSKY 

LAVRA 
Tone 4 

1 Corinthians 16:13-24 
Matthew 21:33-42 

Litany in Blessed Memory of Josephine Roman, Frank Gazella, Sr., & Suzie 

Pelczar—Fr. Bob 

 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10  OBEDNITZA DOWNSTAIRS IN THE CHURCH HALL 10:30 AM 

14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; VENERABLE MOSES THE BLACK OF SCETE; 
RIGHTEOUS ANNA THE PROPHETESS & DAUGHTER OF PHANUEL, WHO MET THE 

LORD IN THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM; SYNAXIS OF THE SAINTS OF 
PERCHEVSKY LAVRA WHO REPOSE IN THE FAR CAVE OF SAINT THEODOSIUS; 

UNCOVERING OF THE RELICS OF SAINT JOB OF POCHAIV 
Tone 5 

2 Corinthians 1:21-2:4; 2 Corinthians 4:6-15 
Matthew 22:1-14; Luke 6:17-23 

 

BULLETIN INSERT FOR 27 AUGUST 2017 
12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; FOREFEAST OF THE DORMITION; 

PROPHET MICAH; HEIROMARTYR MARCELLUS-BISHOP OF APAMEA; 

TRANSLATION OF THE RELICS OF SAINT THEODOSIUS OF 

PERCHEVSKY LAVRA 

 
TROPARION—TONE 3 

Let the Heavens rejoice!  Let the earth be glad! 
For the Lord has shown strength with His arm! 
He has trampled down death by death! 
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 
And has granted the world great mercy! 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, Now and ever, 
and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
KONTAKION—TONE 3 

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One! 
Leading us from the gates of death. 
On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; 
With the prophets and patriarchs  
They unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power! 
 



PROKEIMENON—TONE 3 

READER:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises!  Sing praises to our King, 
sing praises! 
PEOPLE:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises!  Sing praises to our 

King, sing praises! 

READER:  Clap your hands, all peoples!  Shout to God with loud songs of 
joy! 
PEOPLE:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises!  Sing praises to our 
King, sing praises! 

READER:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises! 
PEOPLE:  Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
 
ALLELUIA VERSES—TONE 3 

In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame! 
 
Be Thou a God of protection for me, a house of refuge, in order to save me! 
 

 
The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America 

Response to Racist Violence in Charlottesville, VA 

Friday, August 18, 2017 

The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America 

stands with all people of good will in condemning the hateful violence and lamenting the 

loss of life that resulted from the shameful efforts to promote racial bigotry and white 

supremacist ideology in Charlottesville, Virginia. 

The Orthodox Church emphatically declares that it does not promote, protect or 

sanction participation in such reprehensible acts of hatred, racism, and discrimination, 

and proclaims that such beliefs and behaviors have no place in any community based in 

respect for the law and faith in a loving God. 

The essence of the Christian Gospel and the spirit of the Orthodox Tradition are 

entirely and self-evidently incompatible with ideologies that declare the superiority of any 

race over another. Our God shows no partiality or favoritism (Deuteronomy 10:17, 

Romans 2:11). Our Lord Jesus Christ broke down the dividing wall of hostility that had 

separated God from humans and humans from each other (Ephesians 2:14). In Christ 

Jesus, the Church proclaims, there can be neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male 

or female, but all are one (Galatians 3:28). Furthermore, we call on one another to have 

no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather to expose them (Ephesians 



5:11). And what is darkness if not hatred? The one who hates his brother is in the 

darkness and walks in the darkness (1 John 2:11)! 

Furthermore, in 1872, Hierarchs from around the world assembled in 

Constantinople and denounced all forms of xenophobia and chauvinism (phyletism). 

They agreed that the promotion of racial or national supremacy and ethnic bias or 

dissension in the Church of Christ is to be censured as contrary to the sacred teachings 

of the Christian Gospel and the holy canons of the Church. It is formally condemned as 

heresy, the strongest category of false teaching. 

Finally, such actions as we have witnessed in recent days, by self-proclaimed 

white supremacists, neo-Nazis, and various racists and fascists, betray the core human 

values of love and solidarity. In this, we pray wholeheartedly for the families of those who 

lost their lives or suffered in these tragic events. In like manner, we cannot condone any 

form of revenge or retaliation by any group or individual. Therefore, we fervently appeal 

to every person of good will, and especially the leaders of our great nation, to consider 

and adopt ways of reconciling differences in order to rise above any and all 

discrimination in our history, our present, and our future. 

 

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 
8-10 East 79th St. New York, NY 10075-0106 

Tel: (212) 570-3530 Fax: (212) 774-0237 

www.goarch.org - Email:  communications@goarch.org 

Protocol No. 114/17 

August 15, 2017 

Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos 

“The doors of caring do now open unto us, O most blessed Theotokos….” 

(Theotokion of the Small Paraklesis) 

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the 

Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils of the 

Greek Orthodox Communities, the Distinguished Archons of the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, the Philoptochos 

Sisterhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire Greek 

Orthodox Family in America 

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 On this blessed Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos we 

commemorate the Ever-Virgin Mary for offering her life to God as a witness 

of the power of grace.  Through her holiness of life and her love of Him, she 

experienced His grace and became one who showed compassion to all she 



encountered.  Because of her unique relationship with our Lord, she has 

and continues to show compassion to all in need who seek her intercessions 

for mercy and salvation from God. 

 The Theotokos is compassionate because she is the mother of our Lord 

Jesus Christ who revealed to us the grace of God through His ministry and 

teaching.  She carried the Compassionate Savior in her womb.  In the Holy 

Scriptures we read how our Lord saw the physical and spiritual needs of 

many, and He had compassion.  They were like sheep without a shepherd 

(Mark 6:34).  They were hungry, blind, sick, suffering and rejected.  He felt 

and understood their struggles and needs, and in compassion He blessed 

their lives through the power of grace. 

 The Virgin Mary shows us compassion because the holiness of her life 

led her to experience the abundance of God’s love.  She was chosen to be 

the Mother of God because of her holiness; but this was also the nature of 

her entire life.  In the beautiful hymns of this Feast of her Dormition, we 

celebrate her holiness and splendor.  We give thanks to God for her purity 

of heart and her tremendous faith that led her to dedicate her life to sharing 

His grace.  We join with all generations in calling her blessed! 

 We also join together in our services and hymns, seeking the 

compassion and intercessions of the Theotokos.  We ask her to hasten 

quickly to our aid.  We fervently pray to her, crying from the depths of our 

souls, asking for compassion.  We call her a merciful spring, a shelter, 

covering, and refuge.  We proclaim to the world that she is a protection for 

the oppressed, food for the hungry, comfort for the estranged and those in 

pain, a staff to the blind, a visitation for the sick, and aid for the orphaned.  

In our time of need, we ask her to come and bring help, to lead us 

compassionately to Christ for healing, hope, and salvation. 

 As we commemorate the life and Dormition of the Theotokos and Ever-

Virgin Mary, we do so in joy and hope.  This is a feast of compassion.  We 

are inspired by the witness of her beautiful life.  We are emboldened by the 

power of grace through her dedication to God.  We are comforted by her 

compassion for us and her constant intercessions for our needs.  She guides 

us through the love of God in showing compassion to others. 

 May the Virgin Mother of our Lord, a protection of all Christians, grant 

you help in your time of need, and may her witness inspire you to live in 

compassion so that others may find hope and salvation in Christ. 



With paternal love in Him, 

†DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America 

 

What is the fastest thing on Earth? 

"The bullet!"  “No.” 

“Sound?”  "Not really." 

"Light?"  "No ... Prayer! Because it reaches heaven, before you ask...” 

"... your Father knows what you need, before you ask him" (Matthew 6: 8)” 

 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family of John Sheliga who fell 

asleep in the Lord early last Sunday in Richmond, Virginia, and was buried 

here on Thursday.  Well done, good and faithful servant!  May God grant 

His Newly-Departed Servant John the Kingdom of Heaven and Life 

Everlasting!  Vechnaya Pam’yat!  Memory Eternal!  God Bless Loretta, 

Nancy, Michael, Carol, and their family! 


