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PALM SUNDAY—ENTRANCE OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM 
 
ON THE MEND:  Please keep the following parishioners and others in your 
prayers for recovery from their illnesses and injuries:  Metropolitan 
Theodosius [OCA], Archbishop Jovan, Bishop Robert, Father George & Pani 
Lillian Hnatko, Father John Harvey, Father Jakiw Norton, Father Dragan 
Filipović, Father Paul Stoll, Father Igor Soroka, Father Joseph Kopchak, 
Father Elias Warnke, Father Nestor Kowal, Father George Yatsko, Father 
Paul Bigelow, Father Emilian Balan, Father John Nakonachny, Father Steve 
Repa, Protopresbyter William Diakiw, Archpriest Dionysi Vitali, Protodeacon 
Joseph Hotrovich, Father Adam Yonitch, Pani-Dobrodijka Sonia Diakiw, 
Father Paisius McGrath, Father Michael Smolynec, Father Bazyl Zawierucha, 
Joshua Agosto and his family, Eva Malesnick, Stella Peanoske, Nick Behun, 
Grace Holupka, Virginia Bryan, Joseph Sliwinsky, Gary & Linda Mechtly, 
Mary Mochnick, Evelyn Misko, Jeanne Boehing, Alex Drobot, Rachelle, Jane 
Golofski, Doug Diller, Harry Krewsun, Mary Alice Babcock, Dorie Kunkle, 
Andrea, & Melissa [Betty O’Masta’s relatives], Mary Evelyn King, Sam 
Wadrose, Isabella Olivia Lindgren, Ethel Thomas, Donna, Erin, Michael 
Miller, Grace & Owen Ostrasky, Patti Sinecki, David Genshi, Sue Segeleon, 
Mike Gallagher, Liz Stumpf, Theodore Nixon, Michelle Corba Kapeluck, Linda 
Hippert & family, Margaret Vladimir, Luke Emmerling, John Sheliga, George 
Rocknage, Robert McKivitz, Liz Obradovich, Halyna Zelinska [Bishop 
Daniel’s mother], Charlotte, Andrew Mark Olynyk, Deborah Finley, Claire 
Senita, Eleanor Kelly, Bryan, Nancy Barylak, Patrick Keenan, Khrystyna 
Chorniy, Anthony Cormier, Nathan Forbeck, Sarah Doyle, Samuel Peters, 
Esther Holupka, David Vallor, Henry Faraly, Betty O’Masta, Julie Eiler, 
Dorothy Lednovich, Bob C., Allie—young girl with leukemia, Heather 
Kramer, Jane Wartinbee, Matthew—21-year-old with cancer, Nicholas 
Orlando, Mary Ann Kuznik, Michael Woloschak, Michael Pryhodzenko, Sonia 
Luciow, Theresa Ditto, Mary Ann Musial, Mary Pelino, Yvonne Christy, Myron 
& Barbara Spak, Julia Duda, Lisa Pandle, Kris & Julie Hanczar, John 
Kennedy, Loretta, Nancy, Carol, & Michael Sheliga, Gaelle Kelly, Irma 
McDivitt, Robin Young, Mckayla, Rachel, Carl & Margaret Reed, Lydia 



Wilson, Robert Pointon, Walter Cecelia, John Persico, Jeff Miller, Mary 
Kernick, Glenn Miller, Jean Marie, Donna & Walter McCrackin, Bonnie & 
Eugene Blair [Pani Gina’s parents], Mel & Charlotte Malik, David Hoenshell, 
Barbara Macino, Shelley Hill, Mikaela Kapeluck, Linda Cawley, Gerald 
Cogley, Helen Bozo, Corey Guich, Robert Vangrin, Pauline Witkowsky, Sera 
White, Donald Griffey, Deborah Smith, Nancy & Eric Dunik, Julian Strozh 
[child with cerebral palsy], Dr. Kirsten Ream, Patricia Corey, Michelle, Katie 
Swarm, Richard Dunst, Michelle, Patrick, Linda Morris, Howard Simpson, 
Chris, David Hiles, Karen Johnson, Jennifer, Jerry Quinn, Cher Mount, Frank 
& Janet Horrell, Jim Wandling, Gail, Sirena Sharp, Ron Paulovich, Fred 
DeNorscia, Sandi Anderson, Donald Uebing, Sabrina, Shirley, Denny Mader, 
Ella Campbell, Tom Hyatt, Bill Janiro, Jean Symanko-Andy’s sister, William 
Lemonakis, Barbara McDougall, Alma Wyke, Lindsay Romanczak & family, 
Virginia Catherine Pyrch, Susan Lucas, Neil Carter & family, James Paluh, 
Mickie Weikel, Evelyn Krempasky, Tammy Strunk, Loida Esbry, Darlene 
Chicka Deskins, Drew, Alice & Keith Philipa, Kateryna Kocelko, Nancy 
Heinbaugh, Mira Filipović, Lynn, Jacqueline, Sharon, Zan Cheng, Jeff Jones, 
Kristy, Elaine Ellenberger, Brandon, Anna Tranchine, Demetra, Blase Urban, 
Catherine Hogel & children, Jennifer & Dylan, Ron Schwartz, Lydia Wilson, 
Flora Tomlin, Stella Rossi, Howell Swarm, Jane Bielewicz Allred, Manny 
“Lazarus” Lopez, Glenn & Lucas Burlack, Katie Elizabeth, Mileva, & Michael, 
Deirdré Straughan, Terri Paluh, Lori & Steve Lucier, Kyranna Cherpas, 
Pastor Bruce Nordeen, Millie Koss Good, Heather Ried, Carla Perry, Linda 
Elliot, Dennis McDaniel, Mike Mangan, Luke Tinsley, Brent, Tricia, Katherine 
Gorman, Pamela Jaquette, Michael Pawlyshyn, Sherri Walewski, Marika 
Zeliszczuk, Donna Davis, Jackie Crimbchin, Marta Charron, Mary [Corba], 
Stella McKeag, Margie Sekelsky, Gary Howell, Fran Fulton, Gina Catanese, 
Bill Vizza, Jamie Swarm, Kevin Allen (from Ancient Faith Radio), Kathy 
Flaherty, Tori Reade-Henry’s niece, Derick-Glen Burlack’s neighbor, Michael, 
Nichole & Christopher, Cheryl Pomeroy, Ben Douglas, Dianne Donahue, 
Zachary, Natasha, Noah Willard, Jodi Hanczar, Gregory Cervo, and Ian 
Brick.  ARNOLD:  Homer Paul Kline.  We pray that God will grant them all a 
speedy recovery. 
 

In conjunction with Slickville’s Centennial Celebration next year, 
the Centennial Committee is selling tear-off raffle tickets to help 
finance the celebration and fireworks.  Bill Kuznik is the keeper of 
the tickets which cost $2 and are sold every week.  Please see Bill if 
you are interested or with any questions.  We have a list of winning 

numbers in the bulletin insert!  Fr. Bob 

 



PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  All Christians and the 
others in the Middle East who are suffering during this time of great 
tragedy and unrest.  May God watch over and keep them safe!  Lord 

have mercy! 

 

Please remember ALL American service men and women in your prayers.  
May God watch over them and all American service men and women—and 
bring them all home safely! 

 

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE! 
 

Communion Fasting:  nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in cases 
where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical reasons:  
medication, diabetes, etc.  If you have a question, please ask Father Bob. 

 

AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if 
you just need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 279-5640. 
  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 09 DIVINE LITURGY OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  10:30 AM 
PALM SUNDAY—ENTRANCE OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM; SAINT MATRONA 

OF THESSALONICA; MARTYRS MANUEL & THEODOSIUS; SAINT JOHN THE 
CLAIRVOYANT OF LYCOPOLIS-ANCHORITE OF EGYPT 

*****PAGE 170 IN THE BLACK DIVINE LITURGY BOOK***** 
Tone 1 

Philippians 4:4-9 
John 12:1-18 

 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12  GREAT AND HOLY WEDNESDAY—HOLY UNCTION 6:30 PM 
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 13  GREAT AND HOLY THURSDAY—12 PASSION GOSPELS  6:30 PM 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 14 GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY—PLASCHENYTSIA  7:00 PM 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 16  PASCHAL DIVINE LITURGY OF SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  10:30 AM 

PASCHA—RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST 

*****PAGE 179 IN THE BLACK DIVINE LITURGY BOOK***** 
Acts 1:1-8 

John 1:1-17 
***BLESSING OF PASCHAL BASKETS AFTER DIVINE LITURGY*** 

 
SUNDAY, APRIL 23 DIVINE LITURGY OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  10:30 AM 

2ND SUNDAY OF PASCHA; SAINT THOMAS SUNDAY; MARTYRS TERENCE, 
POMPEIUS, AFRICANUS, MAXIMUS, ZENO, ALEXANDER, THEODORE, & 33 



OTHERS BEHEADED AT CARTHAGE; PROPHETESS HULDAH (OLDA); MARTYRS 

JAMES-PRESBYTER, AND AZADANES & ABDICIUS-DEACONS OF PERSIA 
Tone 1 

Acts 5:12-20 
John 20:19-31 

Parastas in Blessed Memory of Jeannie Stuchell—40 days—Butchie & Dale--her 
nephews 

 

BULLETIN INSERT FOR 09 APRIL 2017 
PALM SUNDAY—ENTRANCE OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM; SAINT 

MATRONA OF THESSALONICA; MARTYRS MANUEL & THEODOSIUS; 

SAINT JOHN THE CLAIRVOYANT OF LYCOPOLIS-ANCHORITE OF 

EGYPT 

*****PAGE 170 IN THE BLACK DIVINE LITURGY BOOK***** 

 

A thoughtful piece on Holy Week is found on the Orthodox Christian 

Information Center website; this writing is not formatted into paragraphs as 

it originally appears, I have done so here for ease of reading.  Pres. C. 

Livanos 

As Holy Week Approaches—by Fr. Rodney Torbic 

http://orthodoxinfo.com/praxis/as-holy-week-approaches.aspx 

 Great and Holy Week is approaching. With the arrival of Lazarus 

Saturday and the Feast of the Lord Jesus Christ's Entry into Jerusalem, the 

intensity of Orthodox Christian life increases. 

The time is at hand to think about the arrest, the trial, the crucifixion, 

the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. The time is at hand to 

think about the Son of God voluntarily going to the Cross. 

Each person needs to savor the meaning of the Cross. Each person 

needs to meditate on the meaning of the Cross. Each person needs to 

attempt to fathom the degree of sacrifice, the degree of humility 

represented in Jesus Christ going to the Cross.  The Holy Apostle Paul told 

the Corinthians: "I determined not to know anything among you except 

Jesus Christ and Him crucified."(I Cor.2:2) Believers need to determine the 

amount of time they devote daily to Jesus Christ. 

Believers need to determine the amount of time they will devote to the 

Lord Jesus Christ during Holy Week. Many services are scheduled in 

Orthodox Churches during Holy Week. Each service is rich in content. Each 



service is rich in Scripture. Each service directs the mind and heart and soul 

to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The soul of each person deserves attention throughout life. The soul 

deserves care throughout life. The point at which individuals become 

conscious of and begin to care for the soul can vary.  A small number of 

individuals are serious about Christ from an early age. A small number of 

individuals are active believers from an early age and remain active 

throughout life.  Some individuals are active and conscious sinners but at a 

certain point in life turn to Christ in repentance. When the commitment to 

Christ is made, concern for the soul arises. 

The battle for the soul is a daily battle. The battle for the soul is a 

moment by moment battle. Temptations, passions, diversions, detractions, 

outside influences and internal thoughts can create tension in the person 

and put the soul in peril.  Believers must remain close to Christ. Believers 

must turn to Christ in the face of temptations and distractions, in face of 

contrary thoughts and inclinations. 

Only Christ gives the strength to battle for the soul.  The First Epistle 

of St. John says: "You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, 

because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world."(I 

Jn.4:4)  The soul has greater value than the whole world(Mt.16:26) Holy 

Week is the time to contemplate the condition of the soul. Holy Week is the 

time to contemplate Christ and the care of the soul.  Holy Week is the time 

to contemplate what is valued most in life. Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

"Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."(Mt. 6:21) 

Each believer determines the allocation of time and personal 

resources. Each believer applies personal time and resources to the pursuit 

of goals, to the living of daily life.  Family and friends, work and community, 

church and personal interests are allocated a portion of a believer's time 

and resources. Time studies can show where waste exists. Time studies can 

show where a certain area or areas of life can receive greater emphasis and 

attention than others. 

During Holy Week believers will answer the question of the importance 

given to the Lord Jesus Christ. During Holy Week believers will answer the 

question of weight and importance given to the soul.  The Lord God 

deserves expressions of appreciation. The Lord God deserves 

acknowledgement of His Glory. The Lord God deserves expressions of love. 



Holy Week affords the believer the opportunity to hear the complete 

Gospels of Sts. Matthew, Mark, Luke and most of the Gospel of St. John. 

Holy Week affords the believer the opportunity to hear the accounts of 

Jesus' crucifixion. Holy Week affords the believer the opportunity to join 

with others in being attentive to the life of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

By coming to church during Holy Week, believers not only come to 

learn, believers by their presence witness to the importance assigned to the 

life in Christ.   By attending church during Holy Week, believers declare by 

action that church services are an important part of life. 

The soul requires nourishment. Holy Week provides nourishment for 

the soul. Opportunities exist for receiving the Precious Body and Blood of 

Christ. Opportunities exist for anointing at the Service of Holy Unction. 

Holy Week is a week of serious prayer. Holy Week is a week of serious 

concentration on Christ. Holy Week is a week of serious church services. 

Holy Week is a movement toward the joy of Pascha.  Believers know going 

into Holy Week where Holy Week leads. Believers know of the Cross and the 

Tomb. Believers also know about the Resurrection. 

Believers immersed in Holy Week open their hearts and minds to the 

experience of Christ.  Holy Week is an invitation to the full life in the 

Church. Holy Week is an invitation to share with Christ the experience of 

betrayal, arrest, trial, crucifixion, death and resurrection.  Holy Week can 

transform the believer if he or she enters Holy Week seeking 

transformation. Our Lord said: "All things are possible to him who 

believes."(Mk.9:23) 

The mind, heart and soul have much to deal with in Holy Week. The 

mind, heart and soul have much to absorb. The mind, heart and soul are of 

central importance during Holy Week.  Christ upon the Cross has a view of 

each heart. Christ upon the Cross has a view of each mind. Christ upon the 

Cross knows the condition of our souls. The passing of centuries does not 

diminish the power of the Cross.  The passage of centuries does not 

diminish the message of the Cross. What weight will each believer assign to 

the message of the Cross? Which believers will open minds and hearts to 

the message of the Cross?  Christ was upon the Cross between two 

criminals. Believers going through Holy Week come face to face with Christ 

upon the Cross. How many will shed tears of repentance? How many will 

shed tears of love? How many will shed tears of thanksgiving? 



The forgiveness of sins takes on greater meaning during Holy Week. 

The ability to receive the Precious Body and Blood of Christ in each century 

takes on greater clarity during Holy Week.  Believers attending Divine 

services each day of Holy Week invest in the Kingdom of God. Believers 

attending the Divine services each day of Holy Week draw strength from 

the experience.  Corporate prayer, corporate worship are strengthening 

experiences. The Divine services of the Holy Orthodox Church are not 

diluted. They are rich in content. 

Time is required to observe Holy Week. The time is well invested 

time.  The direction a life takes is determined by the choices made. A 

conscious choice, a conscious decision can turn a person toward the life in 

Christ.  Holy Week is a concentrated focus on the life of Christ. Believers 

can hear about the Annunciation, about the Baptism in the Jordan, about 

the turning of the water into wine by attending services during Holy 

Week.  The Church wants believers to know the available details about the 

earthly life of the Lord Jesus Christ. Believers do well to recall the available 

details about the earthly life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Learning about the 

factual details of Jesus' life girds the believer for the daily battles for life. 

Being immersed in the life of Christ is an opening of the heart and mind to 

Christ. 

Holy Week summons the hearts and minds of believers to concentrate 

onChrist completely. Holy Week summons the hearts and minds of believers 

to be open to the life of Christ in ways hitherto unknown. Holy Week gives 

focus for the believer. Holy Week is set apart as a special time of the year. 

Holy Week comes after a long period of preparation. Holy Week stands out 

from the other weeks of the year. 

The importance believers attach to Holy Week is directly proportionate 

to their faith. The importance believers attach to Holy Week is directly 

proportionate to their interest in growing as Christians.  The importance 

believers attach to Holy Week is directly proportionate to their love and 

hunger for Christ. The importance believers attach to Holy Week is in direct 

ratio to the need to satisfy the longing of the soul for unity with 

God.  Believers somehow must find the proper balance of remaining true to 

the Faith while being renewed in the Faith. Believers must move beyond 

paths of sin to paths of renewal in Christ.  Believers must cast aside 



hindrances which tie the believer to sin and detract the believer. Believers 

must embrace life in a way that brings greater unity with Christ. 

Increased knowledge about Christ and the Church is necessary for all 

believers. Increased prayer is necessary for all believers. A life 

strengthened by the Precious Body and Blood of Christ, a life renewed 

through Holy Confession, is a life directed toward Christ and united with 

Christ.  We never know how many Holy Weeks will be in our lives. Going to 

Divine services during Holy Week on successive years can have a 

cumulative effect on a person. 

The celebration of Divine services during Holy Week has a positive 

effect on the communities in which services are held. A ripple effect occurs 

which is often is not noticed.  The more Divine services held in a parish, the 

greater the potential enrichment of parish life. Attentiveness is necessary at 

the service. Coming to the services with great faith and expectations are 

pluses.  Believers benefit from thinking carefully about the Holy Week 

services attended during their lifetimes. Believers benefit from making a 

commitment each year to be in church during Holy Week. 

Believers can bring their cares to church during Holy Week. Believers 

can come to God and prostrate before God and seek help from God. 

Believers can prostrate before God and seek forgiveness from God. 

Believers can prostrate before God and give thanks to God.  Believers can 

come to church during Holy Week with open ears, open mind and open 

hearts. Believers can receive Divine instruction as communicated through 

the Divine services of the Church.  Believers can draw strength from the 

witness of the clergy, the altar servers, and the singers. Believers can draw 

inspiration from the holy icons, the detailed frescoes, and the order and 

structure of the church. 

Believers arriving at Holy Week can think back to the first 

announcements of the coming of Great Lent. Believers arriving at Holy 

Week can think of the individuals identified with the arrest, trial, crucifixion 

and resurrection of Christ.  Believers arriving at Holy Week can examine 

their personal goals and determine if they are in harmony with the Crucified 

and Resurrected Christ. Believers coming to Holy Week can come with 

inquisitive minds seeking to learn more about the Crucifixion and 

Resurrection. 



Fullness exists in each Divine service of Holy Week. Each Divine 

service in each location is part of the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic 

Church identified in The Creed professed at Holy Baptism and recited at 

each Divine Liturgy.  The Divine services of Holy Week are manifestations of 

the Church in given locations at given times in history. The Divine services 

of Holy Week are expressions of the Church in contemporary times in 

contemporary locations. 

The Divine services of Holy Week are in keeping with the continuous 

history of the Church. Holy Week services are celebrated throughout the 

inhabited world.  Attendance at Holy Week services is completely voluntary. 

Individuals are not obligated to attend the Divine services of Holy Week. 

Individuals identified as believers are expected to attend as many Holy 

Week services as is possible. 

To make Holy Week an important part of life, believers must be ready 

to exclude other activities. Believers must be willing to forego activities that 

would normally occur during the time period of Holy Week.  Families need 

to come to terms with Holy Week. Parents need to determine which services 

of Holy Week the children will be required to attend. Perhaps absence from 

school is necessary.  Not all schools take the same view regarding excused 

absences for church services. Not all parents make the commitment to have 

children attend Divine services during school time. 

The atmosphere in the home is something to think about as it relates 

to Holy Week. What kind of activities will be permissible in the home? Will 

children be permitted to engage in recreational, athletic or social activities 

on Great and Holy Thursday, Great and Holy Friday, Great and Holy 

Saturday?   Will employed adults make an effort to be excused from work 

to attend Divine services during Holy Week? How many individuals will 

schedule available vacation periods to be in church during Holy Week?  How 

many homes will silence their televisions during Holy Week? How many 

homes will take on an atmosphere of reverence during Holy Week? How 

many individuals will limit their activities during Holy Week?  Will fasting 

and prayer dominate the lives of believers during Holy Week? 

Believers control their hearts and minds to a degree. Believers 

determine the attitude and disposition they will have toward the arrival of 

Holy Week.  Believers determine the approach they will maintain towards 

Holy Week. Parents set examples for their children in the way they 



approach Holy Week. Parents are in a position to determine what minor 

children will do or not do regarding the attending of services during Holy 

Week. 

Employers can make their places of employment either "friendly" for 

employees to attend Divine services during Holy Week or make it extremely 

difficult.  Community leaders are in positions of scheduling events. Sensitive 

community leaders will refrain from scheduling community events that 

conflict with Holy Week observances.  Individuals involved with community 

athletics can exercise restraint regarding the scheduling of activities during 

Holy Week. Parents and other responsible adults can make known in their 

communities that it is unacceptable for schools and community recreational 

associations to schedule activities during Holy Week.  Academicians should 

be sensitive to the religious beliefs of students and refrain from being 

adamant about the scheduling of exams that would fall on such days as 

Great and Holy Friday. 

The atmosphere in parish churches should reflect the seriousness of 

Holy Week. Parish churches exist for the celebration of the Divine services 

of the Church, for the salvation of souls, for the advancement and 

proclamation of the Gospel. Parish churches exist for educational 

instruction, for bringing individuals to Christ and keeping individuals united 

with Christ. Parish churches do not exist for the promotion of activities 

which weaken the commitment to and life in Christ.  Most individuals give a 

small percent of their time to Orthodox Christian Divine services and to 

parish life. Parishes must do everything possible to use the time devoted to 

parish life to strengthen the Christian commitment and nourish the souls of 

believers. 

Holy Week by virtue of the name "Holy" sets the week aside as being 

special and in a category by itself. Of all the weeks of the year, only one 

week is called "Holy.”  Holy Week is a finite period of time with a finite 

order of services. Certain flexibility exists in the scheduling of services in 

parishes. Certain flexibility in parish practices exists.  All services are to be 

celebrated according to the canonical practices of the Holy Orthodox 

Church. All observances of Holy Week are to be within the Holy Tradition of 

the Orthodox Church. 

Each Holy Week sets a tone for parish life. Parish expectations and 

practices establish the tone. Ideally, parish life is strengthened as a result 



of the observance of Holy Week.  Ideally, individuals come to Holy Week 

services, observe Holy Week in their personal lives, and are improved 

Christians as a result. Indeed, the death of Christ on the Cross touches the 

inner most depths of serious believers. 

The death of Christ on the Cross reaches beyond human 

comprehension. The death of Christ on the Cross is all consuming on Great 

and Holy Friday. The joy of the Resurrection is revealed after the darkness 

of the death on the Cross.  The Divine Liturgy on Great and Holy Saturday 

takes the believer through Old Testament readings that stretch the mind 

and touch the heart and soul. The Divine Liturgy of Great and Holy 

Saturday brings peace and tranquility, a presence of God and confidence in 

the Resurrection. 

Some believers during their lifetime are blessed to be present at The 

Office of the Divine and Sacred Washing.[1] The Lord Jesus Christ set the 

example for subsequent generations when He washed His disciples' feet. 

Jesus said: If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 

also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, 

that you also should do as I have done to you."(Jn.13:13-14) 

The Office of Holy Unction is often served on Holy Wednesday evening. 

Believers seeking the healing of soul and body come to this service. 

Believers seeking completeness in preparation for Pascha come to this 

service.  The reading of the Twelve Gospels during Matins for Holy Friday is 

of interest to many Orthodox believers. Many believers make a special 

effort to come to this service.  The burial procession on Holy Friday and the 

presence of Christ's Tomb in the Church are riveting experiences for serious 

believers. 

Holy Week is not limited to Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week enrich the faithful coming to 

church.  Individuals taking time on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday to 

invest in Holy Week draw upon the treasures of the Church and benefit as a 

result.  From Lazarus Saturday to Pascha, believers are exposed to a 

continuous set of services that can change the constitution of a person. 

Believers going through the continuous experience and having invested fully 

in Great Lent will be different at Pascha. 

With the arrival of Holy Week, believers have the opportunity to think 

about their lives and the degree of faithfulness to Christ. How many times 



has a believer denied Christ as did the Holy Apostle Peter? How many when 

asked "Are not you also one of this man's disciples?" answer by behavior as 

did Peter "I am not."(Jn.18:17)  What form does denial of Christ take place 

in the present? Are believers even aware and conscious of denying Christ by 

actions of everyday life? When believers limit active love of Christ and 

worship to the most minute segments of time, is this not a certain sense of 

denial the divinity of Christ?  How often do believers act like Judas and 

betray Jesus for a certain amount of silver? (Mt.26:14-15) How often do 

compromises in daily life draw a believer away from Christ and toward 

financial enrichment?  How often are ethical decisions diluted in the name of 

practicality which represent betrayal of Christ? How often do believers look 

at personal behavior and determine when Christ is betrayed or denied by 

the daily actions? 

Which believers will come to church during Holy Week to venerate the 

Tomb of Christ? Which believers will be there for the burial procession? How 

many will come on Holy Saturday morning?  How many adults have fond 

memories as children of having attended many Divine services of Holy 

Week? How many believers will come to the Divine Liturgy on Holy 

Thursday morning and partake of the Precious Body and Blood of 

Christ?  How many believers look with great anticipation to the Divine 

services of Holy Week? How many believers treasure the experiences of 

each Holy Week as among the most meaningful times of life?  Knowing that 

the joy of the Resurrection is experienced at the conclusion of Great and 

Holy Week, how does this anticipation affect the believer in the observance 

of Holy Week? 

Each believer will determine the best way he or she will observe Holy 

Week. Each believer will determine the way Holy Week will be received and 

honored.  The observing of Holy Week is a completely free and voluntary 

choice. The love for Christ is a complete and free choice of the believer. The 

recognition of Christ's love for the believer comes from opening the mind 

and heart to Christ. 

Great and Holy Week is celebrated each year with full knowledge that 

previous celebrations have existed. Great and Holy Week is observed each 

year in a certain order and format derived through prior practices in the 

Holy Orthodox Church.  Changes have occurred through time. Certainly 



there has been an accumulation of services and a development of services 

to arrive at the present structured Holy Week. 

To do all of the services possible during Holy Week requires a 

significant investment of time and also a number of different individuals. A 

certain amount of stamina, a certain amount of training, and a certain 

amount of understanding of service content are required.  Preparation is 

necessary for the conducting of services. Preparation is necessary to have 

the proper mentality to participate in the services. Bodily preparation is 

necessary for the participation in Divine services.  A specific place is needed 

for the holding of Divine services during Holy Week. A minimum amount of 

peace and order are necessary for the conducting of Divine services. 

The greatness of God is expressed in the Psalms. Psalm 104 begins 

with the words: "Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, thou art very 

great!"(Ps.104:1) 

Believers should seek the Spirit of God in Holy Week. Believers should 

seek the Holy Spirit, the Lord the Giver of Life. When Jesus voluntarily went 

to the Cross, what He did was unprecedented.  When Jesus rose from the 

dead, what He did was unprecedented. Believers should invest fully in Holy 

Week with the anticipation of being renewed in Christ in ways hitherto 

unanticipated. 

Heed the words of the Holy Apostle Paul who said: Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly, teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, 

and sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your 

hearts to God."(Col.3:16)  Holy St. Nikolai in Prayers by the Lake said: "Let 

my soul eat God and she will be crowned with everlasting life. Let my mind 

eat God and it will be crowned with everlasting wisdom. Let my heart eat 

God and it will be crowned with everlasting joy."[2] 

Holy Week is an opportunity for the mind, heart and soul to eat God. 

May the vision and understanding of God expand and God's love be 

embraced by each believer observing Holy Week.  As Holy Week 

approaches, bear in mind these words attributed to the Holy Apostle Paul 

and look "to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 

that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 

seated at the right hand of the throne of God."(Heb.12:2) 



God is more than the human mind can fully comprehend. The Son of 

God taking on human flesh and voluntarily going to the Cross for our 

salvation exceeds the ability of the finite mind to fully appreciate. 

Believers sin. Believers have a life-long road to follow from the 

baptismal fount to the Kingdom of God. Holy Week is an annual intersection 

in the life of the believer that makes a difference in the way the world is 

seen and life is lived. 

The whole world is different because Holy Week is observed each year. 

The observance of Holy Week is like a little leaven (I Cor. 5:6). The 

observance of Holy Week alters the course of history.  Believers travel to 

observe Holy Week. Believers are enriched by Holy Week. Believers are 

transformed by Holy Week. Holy Week reveals the presence of the Church 

centuries after the Death and Resurrection of Christ. 

Time is transcended by the observance of Holy Week. Christ's Death 

on the Cross is brought to the present. The joy of the Resurrection is 

anticipated as a current event.  Individuals of different ages, different 

sexes, on different continents, of different ethnic backgrounds, share 

common ground and common observance of Holy Week. The Divine 

services of Holy Week celebrated in different languages in different 

locations carry the same message. The Holy Gospel is the same regardless 

of the language in which it is proclaimed. 

The Serbian Orthodox Church is faithful to St. Sava and all Serbian 

saints in observing Holy Week. The Serbian Orthodox Church knows well 

the message of the Cross and the Resurrection.  The faithful preparing for 

the Battle of Kosovo in 1389 partook of the Precious Body and Blood of 

Christ. Every Holy Week, the Sacrifice of Christ on the Cross comes to the 

fore. Centuries ago Jesus said: "This is My body which is given for you; do 

this in remembrance of Me". This cup is the new covenant in My blood, 

which is shed for you."(Lk.22:19-20 

We honor Christ when we observe Holy Week. We honor the saints and 

martyrs of God's Holy Church when we observe Holy Week. We remember 

the sacrifice and contributions of known and unknown believers through the 

centuries who maintained the observance of Holy Week.  We have an 

obligation to present and future generations to observe Holy Week. We 

have an obligation to care for our souls by observing Holy Week. 
Endnotes 



1. The Great Book of Needs. Vol.II. St.Tikhon's Seminary Press, South Canaan, 

Pennsylvania, 1998, p.321.  

2. Bishop Nikolai Velimirovich. Prayers by the Lake. Translated by Rt. Rev. 

Archimandrite Todor Mika and Very Rev. Dr. Stevan Scott. Free Serbian Orthodox 
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There is no other key that would open the gates to the 

Kingdom of God, except the Cross of Christ.—St. Ignatius 

Brianchaninov 

 

A certain nobleman came to the monastery. He brought with him a lot 

of gold and warmly asked the abbot to give to his brothers. 

The abbot said to him: 

"Monks do not need gold." But since you insist, let's do this: put a 

basket of coins at the church door. If one of the brethren has that need, let 

him take... 

And they did. However, none of the monastics even approached the 

wealth on the ground, paying no attention to the gold glittering in the sun. 

And then the abbot of the monastery said to the rich man:  - God took 

your alms - go and give it to the poor. 

The man did so - and for a long time thanked for the lesson taught 

him. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Nathan and Taryn Haluszczak on the 

birth of their daughter Mary—7 pounds 15 ounces, born on 

Monday morning.  Proud grandparents Father John and 

Pani Annie send along their greetings and love to their 

Slickville family! 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICE SCHEDULE 

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12 GREAT AND HOLY WEDNESDAY 

HOLY UNCTION  6:30 PM 

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 13 GREAT AND HOLY THURSDAY 



12 PASSION GOSPELS 6:30 PM 

 

FRIDAY, APRIL 14 GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY—PLASCHENYTSIA 7:00 PM 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 16 PASCHAL DIVINE LITURGY OF SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

10:30 AM 

PASCHA—RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST 

***BLESSING OF BASKETS AFTER LITURGY*** 


