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ON THE MEND:  Please keep the following parishioners and others in your 
prayers for recovery from their illnesses and injuries:  Archbishop Jovan, 
Bishop Robert, Father John Harvey, Father Jakiw Norton, Father Dragan 
Filipović, Father Paul Stoll, Father Igor Soroka, Father Joseph Kopchak, 
Father Elias Warnke, Father Nestor Kowal, Father George Yatsko, Father 
Paul Bigelow, Father Emilian Balan, Father John Nakonachny, Father Steve 
Repa, Protopresbyter William Diakiw, Protodeacon Joseph Hotrovich, Father 
Adam Yonitch, Pani-Dobrodijka Sonia Diakiw, Father Paisius McGrath, 
Joshua Agosto and his family, Eva Malesnick, Stella Peanoske, Joe Nezolyk, 
Nick Behun, Grace Holupka, Virginia Bryan, Joseph Sliwinsky, Linda 
Mechtly, Mary Mochnick, Evelyn Misko, Jeanne Boehing, Alex Drobot, 
Rachelle, Jane Golofski, Doug Diller, Harry Krewsun, Mary Alice Babcock, 
Dorie Kunkle, Andrea, & Melissa [Betty O’Masta’s relatives], Mary Evelyn 
King, Sam Wadrose, Isabella Olivia Lindgren, Ethel Thomas, Donna, Erin, 
Michael Miller, Grace & Owen Ostrasky, Patti Sinecki, David Genshi, Sue 
Segeleon, Mike Gallagher, Liz Stumpf, Theodore Nixon, Michelle Corba 
Kapeluck, Linda Hippert & family, Margaret Vladimir, Luke Emmerling, John 
Sheliga, George Rocknage, Robert McKivitz, Liz Obradovich, Halyna 
Zelinska [Bishop Daniel’s mother], Charlotte, Andrew Mark Olynyk, Deborah 
Finley, Claire Senita, Eleanor Kelly, Bryan, Nancy Barylak, Patrick Keenan, 
Khrystyna Chorniy, Anthony Cormier, Nathan Forbeck, Sarah Doyle, Samuel 
Peters, Jean Stutchell, Esther Holupka, Wanda Mefford, David Vallor, Henry 
Faraly, Betty O’Masta, Julie Eiler, Dorothy Lednovich, Bob C., Allie—young 
girl with leukemia, Heather Kramer, Jane Wartinbee, Matthew—21-year-old 
with cancer, Nicholas Orlando, Mary Ann Kuznik, Michael Woloschak, 
Michael Pryhodzenko, Sonia Luciow, Theresa Ditto, Mary Ann Musial, Mary 
Pelino, Yvonne Christy, Myron & Barbara Spak, Pete Niederberger, Julia 
Duda, Lisa Pandle, Kris & Julie Hanczar, John Kennedy, Diane McDaniel, 
Loretta, Nancy, Carol, & Michael Sheliga, Gaelle Kelly, Irma McDivitt, Robin 
Young, Mckayla, Rachel, Carl & Margaret Reed, Lydia Wilson, Robert 
Pointon, Walter Cecelia, John Persico, Jeff Miller, Mary Kernick, Glenn Miller, 
Jean Marie, Donna & Walter McCrackin, Bonnie & Eugene Blair [Pani Gina’s 
parents], Mel & Charlotte Malik, David Hoenshell, Barbara Macino, Shelley 



Hill, Mikaela Kapeluck, Linda Cawley, Gerald Cogley, Helen Bozo, Corey 
Guich, Robert Vangrin, Susan “Billie” Mason, Pauline Witkowsky, Sera 
White, Donald Griffey, Deborah Smith, Nancy & Eric Dunik, Julian Strozh 
[child with cerebral palsy], Dr. Kirsten Ream, Patricia Corey, Michelle, Katie 
Swarm, Richard Dunst, Michelle, Patrick, Linda Morris, Howard Simpson, 
Chris, Pastor Ed Bowen, David Hiles, Karen Johnson, Jennifer, Jerry Quinn, 
Cher Mount, Frank & Janet Horrell, Jim Wandling, Gail, Sirena Sharp, Ron 
Paulovich, Fred DeNorscia, Sandi Anderson, Donald Uebing, Sabrina, 
Shirley, Denny Mader, Ella Campbell, Tom Hyatt, Bill Janiro, Jean Symanko-
Andy’s sister, William Lemonakis, Barbara McDougall, Alma Wyke, Lindsay 
Romanczak & family, Virginia Catherine Pyrch, Susan Lucas, Manny Lopez, 
Neil Carter & family, James Paluh, Mickie Weikel, Evelyn Krempasky, 
Tammy Strunk, Loida Esbry, Darlene Chicka Deskins, Drew, Alice & Keith 
Philipa, Kateryna Kocelko, Nancy Heinbaugh, Judi Danser, Mira Filipovic, 
Lynn, Jacqueline, Irma Opacic, Sharon, Zan Cheng, Debby Novak, Jeff 
Jones, Kristy, Elaine Ellenberger, Donna Cacioppo [Evelyn’s niece], 
Brandon, Anna Tranchine, Demetra, Blase Urban, Catherine Hogel & 
children, Jennifer & Dylan, Ron Schwartz, Lydia Wilson, Flora Tomlin, Stella 
Rossi, Howell Swarm, Jane Bielewicz Allred, Carol Mensing’s Family, Manny 
“Lazarus” Lopez, Glenn & Lucas Burlack, Katie Elizabeth, Mileva, & Michael, 
Deirdré Straughan, Terri Paluh, Lori & Steve Lucier, Billy Sinclair, Evelyn 
Felouzis, Kyranna Cherpas, Lawrence Deuce Skurcenski, Pastor Bruce Nordeen, 

Millie Koss Good, Mary Haraczy, Heather Ried, and Mother Ana.  ARNOLD:  
Stefania Lucci, Steve Sakal, and Homer Paul Kline.  We pray that God will 
grant them all a speedy recovery. 
 
Please remember in your prayers—our dear ‘Little Father’ Emilian, who returned to 

Romania to undergo surgery for back pain.  This particular procedure is not offered here in the 

United States.  He asked for our prayers and expressed his thanks for the love and fellowship he 

has shared with the Holy Ghost Parish Family.  He said he looks forward to returning to us 

pain-free in the springtime…may God watch over him and heal him…Fr. Bob 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  All Christians and the 
others in the Middle East who are suffering during this time of great 

tragedy and unrest.  May God watch over and keep them safe!  Lord 

have mercy! 

 

Please remember ALL American service men and women in your prayers.  
May God watch over them and all American service men and women—and 
bring them all home safely! 

 



PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR “BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION” AND 
CAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELS TO CHURCH.  There is a shoebox in the 
basement for Debbie Paouncic’s class.  THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR HELP! 

 

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE! 
 

Communion Fasting:  nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in 
cases where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical 
reasons:  medication, diabetes, etc.  If you have a question, please ask 
Father Bob. 

 

AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if 

you just need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 279-5640. 
  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6  NO SERVICE IN SLICKVILLE 

14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; HIEROMATYR ETYIUS-DISCIPLE OF SAINT 

JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN; MARTY TATION; VIRGIN-MARTYR CYRA OF PERSIA; 

VENERABLE GEORGE LIMNIOTES THE CONFESSOR OF MOUNT OLYMPUS 

Tone 5 
2 Corinthians 1:21-2:4 

Matthew 22:1-14 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13  DIVINE LITURGY OF SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 10:30 AM 

15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; THE PLACING OF THE CINCTURE (SASH OR 

BELT) OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS; HIEROMARTYR CYPRIAN-BISHOP OF 

CARTHAGE; SAINT GENNADIUS-PATRIARCH OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

Tone 6 
2 Corinthians 4:6-15; Hebrews 9:1-7 

Matthew 22:35-46; Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28 
Litany in Blessed Memory of Josephine Roman, Frank Gazella, Sr., & Susie 

Pelczar—Fr. Bob 

 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20  DIVINE LITURGY OF SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 10:30 AM 

16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; FOREFEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE MOST 

HOLY THEOTOKOS; MARTYR SOZON OF CILICIA; APOSTLES EVODUS & 

ONESIPHORUS OF THE 70; MARTYR EUPSYCHIUS OF CAESAREA IN 

CAPPADOCIA; MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MACARIUS-ARCHIMANDRITE OF 

OVRUCH-PEREIASLAV 

Tone 7 
2 Corinthians 6:1-10; Galatians 6:11-18 

Matthew 25:14-30; John 3:13-17 

 



BULLETIN INSERT FOR 06 SEPTEMBER 2015 
14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; HIEROMATYR ETYIUS-DISCIPLE 

OF SAINT JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN; MARTY TATION; VIRGIN-

MARTYR CYRA OF PERSIA; VENERABLE GEORGE LIMNIOTES THE 

CONFESSOR OF MOUNT OLYMPUS 

 
TROPARION—TONE 5 

Let the faithful praise and worship the Word, 
Coeternal with the Father and the Spirit; 
Born for our salvation from the Virgin; 
For He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, 
To endure death, 
And to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection! 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 
and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
KONTAKION—TONE 5 

Thou didst descend into Hell, O my Savior, 
Shattering its gates as almighty; 
Resurrecting the dead as Creator, 
And destroying the sting of death. 
Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, 
O Lover of Man, 
And we all cry to Thee:  O Lord, save us! 
 
PROKEIMENON—TONE 5 

READER:  Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this 
generation forever. 
PEOPLE:  Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this 
generation forever. 

READER:  Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly. 
PEOPLE:  Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this 

generation forever. 

READER:  Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us… 
PEOPLE:  From this generation forever. 
 
ALLELUIA VERSES—TONE 5 

I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim 
Thy truth from generation to generation. 



Thou hast said:  Mercy will be established forever, and my truth will be 
prepared in the heavens. 
 

 

 

 
The Synaxis of the Hierarchs of the Ecumenical Throne, 

at Holy Trinity Church in Taksim Square. 
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+ BARTHOLOMEW 

By God’s Mercy Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical 
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To the Plenitude of the Church Grace, Peace and Mercy 



From the Creator, Sustainer and Governor of All Creation Our Lord, God and 

Savior Jesus Christ 

“All of creation is renewed by the Holy Spirit, returning to its original state.” 

(Anavathmoi, First Tone) 

“Blessed are you, Lord, who alone daily renew the work of your hands.” 

(Basil the Great) 

Brother concelebrants and blessed children in the Lord, 

 As everyone knows, September 1st of each year has been dedicated at 

the initiative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate – and recently also by the 

Roman Catholic Church – as a day of prayer for the protection of the 

natural environment. On this day, we especially beseech the supreme God 

to gladden His creation so that human life therein may be joyful and fruitful. 

This prayer includes of course the petition that the inevitable natural 

climate changes may occur and be permitted within tolerable levels both for 

human survival and for the planet’s sustainability. 

 Nonetheless, we humans – whether as individual groups or collectively 

– behave contrary to this very request. For we suppress nature in such a 

manner that unforeseeable and undesirable changes occur to the climate 

and environment, which are negatively affected in their normal functions 

with consequent implications for life itself. The cumulative result of actions 

by particular individuals as well as by corporate and state activities with a 

view to reforming the natural environment so that it might produce more 

resources for those who take advantage of it only leads to the destruction 

of creation, which was created good by God and thus functions in a 

balanced way. 

 Those of us who appreciate the danger of climate change that is only 

increasing by day for our planet as a result of human actions raise our voice 

to highlight this crisis and invite everyone to explore what could be done 

“so that life is not lost for the sake of greed.” (United Nations Declaration) 

 Therefore, as Ecumenical Patriarch, we have expended years of efforts 

to inform the faithful of our Church and all people of good will about the 

grave risks deriving from growing (ab-)use of energy resources, which 

threatens increasing global warming and threatens the sustainability of the 

natural environment. 

 Orthodox Christians have learned from the Church Fathers to restrict 

and reduce our needs as far as possible. In response to the ethos of 



consumerism we propose the ethos of asceticism, namely an ethos of self-

sufficiency to what is needed. This does not mean deprivation but rational 

and restrained consumption as well as the moral condemnation of waste. 

“So if we have food and clothing, with these we shall be content” (1 Tim. 

6.8), as the Lord’s Apostle urges us. And after the multiplication of the five 

loaves and the satisfaction of five thousand people, excluding women and 

children, Christ Himself ordered His disciples to collect the remainder “so 

that nothing would be lost.” (John 6.12) Unfortunately, contemporary 

societies have abandoned the application of this commandment, 

surrendering to wastefulness and irrational abuse to satisfy vain desires of 

prosperity. However, such conduct can be transformed for the sake of 

creating resources and energy by more appropriate means. 

 

Brothers and sisters, children in our common Lord and Creator, 

 

 Human beings have destroyed creation through greed by focusing 

exclusively on this earth and its earthly benefits, which we endeavor to 

increase constantly, like the “rich fool” in the Gospel parable. (Luke 12. 13-

21) We ignore the Holy Spirit, in whom we live and move and have our 

being. This signifies that the response to the ecological crisis can only be 

successfully realized in the Holy Spirit, through whose grace our human 

efforts are blessed and all creation is renewed, returning to its original 

state, as it was created and intended by God – namely, “very good.” This is 

why the responsibility of humanity, as God’s co-creator endowed with free 

will, is immense for any proper response to the ecological crisis. 

 This earth resembles “an immense pile of filth.” (Pope Francis, Laudato 

Si’, 2015) And impurity implies more than simply material things; it 

primarily includes spiritual things. There are the impurities that essentially 

stem from the passionate thoughts of humanity. With firm faith in the 

Pantokrator and Creator of all creation, we Orthodox Christians are called to 

carry out the work of an evangelist and missionary with regard to the 

protection of creation. That is to say, we are called to rekindle the joyful 

gospel message to the modern troubled world and awaken the sleeping 

spiritual nature of a humanity diversely and multifariously distressed in 

order to convey a message of hope, peace and true joy – the peace and joy 

of Christ. 



 This is what we believe and proclaim from the most holy Apostolic and 

Patriarchal Ecumenical Throne. And we invite everyone to soberness of life, 

purification of passionate thoughts and selfish motivations, so that we may 

dwell in harmony with our neighbors and with God’s creation. Finally, we 

pray with Basil the Great, “who extolled the nature of things”: “Blessed are 

you, Lord, who alone daily renew the work of your hands. Blessed are you, 

Lord, who created light and darkness, distinguishing between them from 

each other. Blessed are you, Lord, who created all things and constructed 

the shadow of death by blackening the day into night. Blessed are you, 

Lord, who created humankind in your image and likeness, who made the 

day for the work of light and the night for human nature to rest . . .” 

(Psalter and Prayer Book, Pantokrator Monastery, Mt. Athos, 2004) 

 This is our message, conviction and exhortation to you all: Let us 

stand well; let us stand in awe before God’s creation. 

 May the grace and boundless mercy of our Lord, the Creator of all 

creation, both visible and invisible, be with you all and with the whole 

world, now and to the endless ages. Amen. 

September 1, 2015 

+Bartholomew of Constantinople 

Fervent supplicant of all before God 
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September 1, 2015 

Beginning of the Ecclesiastical Year 

Day for the Protection of our Natural Environment 

 

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the 

Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils of the 

Greek Orthodox Communities, the Distinguished Archons of the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, the Philoptochos 

Sisterhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire Greek 

Orthodox Family in America 

 



Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 On this Feast of the Indiction which marks the beginning of the New 

Ecclesiastical Year, we are led by our beloved Ecumencial Patriarchate in 

observing the Day for the Protection of our Natural Environment.  The 

relationship of our commemoration and observance is significant due to the 

changing of the seasons, our agrarian heritage in relation to marking time, 

and the strong foundations of our worship and theology in the relationship 

of our Creator to His creation.  We affirm this in the hymns of this day as 

we sing, “In wisdom You have wrought all things and have established 

proper times and seasons for our lives” (Praises of Orthros), and “Author 

and head of all creation, under whose power lie all times and seasons, O 

compassionate Lord: crown the cycle of this year with Your generous 

blessings” (Exapostilarion of Orthros). 

 It is in the divine act of our creation that our relationship to the 

created order is revealed.  Through the power and grace of the Creator 

bringing all things into existence and in His creation of humankind in His 

image, we see our unique role as stewards of all that God has made.  As 

Adam and Eve were created and placed in the garden to “tend and keep it” 

(Genesis 2:15), we have the responsibility to care for and protect His 

creation.  As man and woman were directed by God to “be fruitful and 

multiply” and to “have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of 

the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth” (Genesis 

1:28), we have the authority to manage the created order prayerfully and 

respectfully to sustain life and to address human and environmental needs.  

We must also affirm in our relationship with God that through His wisdom 

and our creative potential, we are able to sustain and protect the natural 

environment while addressing the environmental challenges and stresses of 

technological innovation, economic forces, population growth, and natural 

disasters. 

 Created in God’s image as stewards of the natural order, we are 

witnesses of the goodness of creation.  He saw that all He created was very 

good (Genesis 1:31), and He established and sanctified time through the 

order and process of creation (Genesis  2:3).  Our awareness of this 

inherent goodness in all that God has made is known first in our 

relationship with Him.  We also marvel at the beauty, complexity, and 

function of creation, recognizing divine origin, purpose, and goodness.   We 



proclaim the Gospel, guiding all to the revelation of God’s grace through 

Christ.  We offer a ministry of hope and transformation, as we help others 

find healing, assurance, and salvation in Him.  Through the prayers and 

liturgical life of the Church, we journey through each day, each week, the 

full cycle of the year and our lives toward the glorious fulfillment of time 

and eternal life in communion with God. 

 As we commemorate this Feast may we commit our time to the feasts 

and observances of the Church, to a daily life of prayer and communion 

with God, and to sustaining our spiritual lives through the disciplines of our 

faith.  May we also affirm that we are created and called as stewards of the 

created order.  From our relationship and communion with God, may we 

offer a witness of the goodness of His creation and the sanctity of life.  

With paternal love in Christ, 

†DEMETRIOS 

Archbishop of America 

 

 
Ecumenical Patriarch’s encyclical issues call to dwell in harmony 

with God’s creation 

01 September 2015 

As part of the observation of the Time for Creation, Bartholomew I, 

Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, has once again sent an 

encyclical to remind churches and people of good will about the 

grave risks deriving from growing abuse of energy resources, 

threatening to increase global warming and the sustainability of the 

natural environment. 

“We invite everyone to soberness of life, purification of passionate 

thoughts and selfish motivations, so that we may dwell in harmony with our 

neighbours and with God’s creation,” said Bartholomew I. 

These reflections were shared by the Ecumenical Patriarch on the 

occasion of the start of a “Time for Creation”, a global event which invokes 

prayers for creation, eco-justice and peace with the earth. It has been 

celebrated each year since 1989 from 1 September to 4 October. This 



year’s event has been promoted by Pope Francis’s recent proclamation of 1 

September as the “World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation.” 

The Time for Creation was affirmed by the WCC Central Committee in 2008 

as an invitation “to observe through prayers and action a special time for 

creation, its care and stewardship.” 

In the encyclical, Bartholomew I stated, “On this day, we especially 

beseech the supreme God to gladden His creation so that human life therein 

may be joyful and fruitful. This prayer includes of course the petition that 

the inevitable natural climate changes may occur and be permitted within 

tolerable levels both for human survival and for the planet’s sustainability.” 

He added, “Nonetheless, we humans – whether as individual groups or 

collectively – behave contrary to this very request. For we suppress nature 

in such a manner that unforeseeable and undesirable changes occur to the 

climate and environment, which are negatively affected in their normal 

functions with consequent implications for life itself.” 

 

 
His Grace, Bishop Daniel, with His Eminence, Metropolitan Savas of the 

Greek Metropolis of Pittsburgh 


