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APOSTLES’ FAST—SAINTS PETER & PAUL FAST 
 

ON THE MEND:  Please keep the following parishioners and others in your 
prayers for recovery from their illnesses and injuries:  Archbishop Jovan, 
Bishop Robert, Father John Harvey, Father Jakiw Norton, Father Dragan 
Filipović, Father Paul Stoll, Father Igor Soroka, Father Joseph Kopchak, 
Father Elias Warnke, Father Nestor Kowal, Father George Yatsko, Father 
Paul Bigelow, Father Emilian Balan, Father John Nakonachny, Father Steve 
Repa, Protopresbyter William Diakiw, Protodeacon Joseph Hotrovich, Father 
Adam Yonitch, Pani-Dobrodijka Sonia Diakiw, Father Paisius McGrath, 
Joshua Agosto and his family, Eva Malesnick, Stella Peanoske, Joe Nezolyk, 
Nick Behun, Grace Holupka, Virginia Bryan, Joseph Sliwinsky, Linda 
Mechtly, Mary Mochnick, Evelyn Misko, Jeanne Boehing, Alex Drobot, 
Rachelle, Jane Golofski, Doug Diller, Harry Krewsun, Mary Alice Babcock, 
Dorie Kunkle, Andrea, & Melissa [Betty O’Masta’s relatives], Mary Evelyn 
King, Sam Wadrose, Isabella Olivia Lindgren, Ethel Thomas, Donna, Erin, 
Michael Miller, Grace & Owen Ostrasky, Patti Sinecki, David Genshi, Sue 
Segeleon, Mike Gallagher, Liz Stumpf, Theodore Nixon, Michelle Corba 
Kapeluck, Linda Hippert & family, Margaret Vladimir, Luke Emmerling, John 
Sheliga, George Rocknage, Robert McKivitz, Liz Obradovich, Halyna 
Zelinska [Bishop Daniel’s mother], Charlotte, Andrew Mark Olynyk, Deborah 
Finley, Claire Senita, Eleanor Kelly, Bryan, Nancy Barylak, Patrick Keenan, 
Khrystyna Chorniy, Anthony Cormier, Nathan Forbeck, Sarah Doyle, Samuel 
Peters, Jean Stutchell, Esther Holupka, Wanda Mefford, David Vallor, Henry 
Faraly, Betty O’Masta, Julie Eiler, Vince Ferro, Dorothy Lednovich, Bob C., 
Allie—young girl with leukemia, Heather Kramer, Jane Wartinbee, 
Matthew—21-year-old with cancer, Nicholas Orlando, Mary Ann Kuznik, 
Michael Woloschak, Michael Pryhodzenko, Sonia Luciow, Theresa Ditto, 
Mary Ann Musial, Mary Pelino, Yvonne Christy, Myron & Barbara Spak, Pete 
Niederberger, Julia Duda, Lisa Pandle, Kris & Julie Hanczar, John Kennedy, 
Diane McDaniel, Loretta, Nancy, Carol, & Michael Sheliga, Gaelle Kelly, Irma 
McDivitt, Robin Young, Mckayla, Rachel, Carl & Margaret Reed, Lydia 



Wilson, Robert Pointon, Walter Cecelia, John Persico, Jeff Miller, Mary 
Kernick, Glenn Miller, Jean Marie, Donna & Walter McCrackin, Bonnie & 
Eugene Blair [Pani Gina’s parents], Mel & Charlotte Malik, David Hoenshell, 
Barbara Macino, Shelley Hill, Mikaela Kapeluck, Linda Cawley, Gerald 
Cogley, Helen Bozo, Corey Guich, Robert Vangrin, Susan “Billie” Mason, 
Pauline Witkowsky, Sera White, Donald Griffey, Deborah Smith, Nancy & 
Eric Dunik, Julian Strozh [child with cerebral palsy], Dr. Kirsten Ream, 
Patricia Corey, Michelle, Katie Swarm, Richard Dunst, Michelle, Patrick, 
Linda Morris, Howard Simpson, Chris, Pastor Ed Bowen, David Hiles, Karen 
Johnson, Jennifer, Jerry Quinn, Cher Mount, Frank & Janet Horrell, Jim 
Wandling, Gail, Sirena Sharp, Ron Paulovich, Fred DeNorscia, Sandi 
Anderson, Donald Uebing, Sabrina, Shirley, Denny Mader, Ella Campbell, 
Tom Hyatt, Bill Janiro, Jean Symanko-Andy’s sister, William Lemonakis, 
Barbara McDougall, Alma Wyke, Lindsay Romanczak & family, Virginia 
Catherine Pyrch, Susan Lucas, Manny Lopez, Neil Carter & family, James 
Paluh, Mickie Weikel, Evelyn Krempasky, Tammy Strunk, Loida Esbry, 
Darlene Chicka Deskins, Drew, Alice & Keith Philipa, Kateryna Kocelko, 
Nancy Heinbaugh, Judi Danser, Mira Filipovic, Lynn, Jacqueline, Irma 
Opacic, Sharon, Zan Cheng, Debby Novak, Jeff Jones, Kristy, Elaine 
Ellenberger, Donna Cacioppo [Evelyn’s niece], Brandon, Anna Tranchine, 
Demetra, Blase Urban, Catherine Hogel & children, Jennifer & Dylan, Ron 
Schwartz, Lydia Wilson, Flora Tomlin, Stella Rossi, Howell Swarm, Jane 
Bielewicz Allred, Carol Mensing’s Family, Manny “Lazarus” Lopez, Lucas 
Burlack, Katie Elizabeth, Mileva, & Michael, Deirdré Straughan, Terri Paluh, 
Lori & Steve Lucier, Billy Sinclair, Evelyn Felouzis, and Jill Paha.  ARNOLD:  
Stefania Lucci, Steve Sakal, and Homer Paul Kline.  We pray that God will 
grant them all a speedy recovery. 
 
Please remember in your prayers—our dear ‘Little Father’ Emilian, who returned to 

Romania to undergo surgery for back pain.  This particular procedure is not offered here in the 

United States.  He asked for our prayers and expressed his thanks for the love and fellowship he 

has shared with the Holy Ghost Parish Family.  He said he looks forward to returning to us 

pain-free in the springtime…may God watch over him and heal him…Fr. Bob 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  All Christians and the 
others in the Middle East who are suffering during this time of great 

tragedy and unrest.  May God watch over and keep them safe!  Lord 

have mercy! 

 

Please remember ALL American service men and women in your prayers.  
May God watch over them and all American service men and women—and 
bring them all home safely! 



 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR “BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION” AND 
CAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELS TO CHURCH.  There is a shoebox in the 
basement for Debbie Paouncic’s class.  THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR HELP! 

 

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE! 
 

Communion Fasting:  nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in 
cases where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical 
reasons:  medication, diabetes, etc.  If you have a question, please ask 
Father Bob. 

 

AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if 

you just need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 279-5640. 
  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 28  OBEDNITZA—DOWNSTAIRS IN CHURCH HALL 10:30 AM 

4TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; PROPHET AMOS; MARTYRS VITUS, MODESTUS, 
& CRESCENTIA AT LUCANIA; MARTYR DULAS AT CILICIA; VENERABLE DULAS 

THE PASSION-BEARER OF EGYPT; SAINT JEROME OF STRIDONIUM; BLESSED 
AUGUSTINE-BISHOP OF HIPPO; SAINT MICHAEL-FIRST METROPOLITAN OF 

KIEV 
Tone 3 

Romans 6:18-23 
Matthew 8:5-13 

 
SUNDAY, JULY 05  DIVINE LITURGY OF SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 10:30 AM 

5TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; HIEROMARTYR EUSEBIUS-BISHOP OF 

SAMOSATA; MARTYRS ZENO & SERVANT ZENAS OF PHILADELPHIA; MARTYRS 
GALACTEON, JULIANA, & SATURNINUS OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

Tone 4 
Romans 10:1-10 
Matthew 8:28-9:1 

Litany in Blessed Memory of Olga Stock, Anna Kitch, Sophie Carrera, Susan 

Justina Sredich, Stella E. Cherepko, Emil Joseph Paouncic, Igumen George 
Owen, & Claudia Horvath—Fr. Bob 

Parastas in Blessed Memory of Father Cuthbert Jack—40 days—Fr. Bob 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 12  DIVINE LITURGY OF SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 10:30 AM 
6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; THE HOLY GLORIOUS, AND ALL-PRAISED 

APOSTLES PETER & PAUL 
Tone 5 

Romans 12:6-14; 2 Corinthians 11:21-12:9 
Matthew 9:1-8; Matthew 16:13-19 



 

BULLETIN INSERT FOR 28 JUNE 2015 
4TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; PROPHET AMOS; MARTYRS VITUS, 

MODESTUS, & CRESCENTIA AT LUCANIA; MARTYR DULAS AT 

CILICIA; VENERABLE DULAS THE PASSION-BEARER OF EGYPT; 

SAINT JEROME OF STRIDONIUM; BLESSED AUGUSTINE-BISHOP OF 

HIPPO; SAINT MICHAEL-FIRST METROPOLITAN OF KIEV 

 

TROPARION—TONE 3 

Let the Heavens rejoice!  Let the earth be glad! 

For the Lord has shown strength with His arm! 

He has trampled down death by death! 

He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 

And has granted the world great mercy! 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, Now and ever, 

and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

KONTAKION—TONE 3 

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One! 

Leading us from the gates of death. 

On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; 

With the prophets and patriarchs  

They unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power! 

 

PROKEIMENON—TONE 3 

READER:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises!  Sing praises to our King, 

sing praises! 

PEOPLE:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises!  Sing praises to our 

King, sing praises! 

READER:  Clap your hands, all peoples!  Shout to God with loud songs of 

joy! 

PEOPLE:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises!  Sing praises to our 

King, sing praises! 

READER:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises! 

PEOPLE:  Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 



 

ALLELUIA VERSES—TONE 3 

In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame! 

Be Thou a God of protection for me, a house of refuge, in order to save me! 
 

 
Executive Committee of the US Assembly of Bishops Meets with Ecumenical 

Patriarch Bartholomew in Constantinople 

Istanbul—On Tuesday, June 16, 2015 His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 

Bartholomew warmly received the Executive Committee of the Assembly of 

Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America at the Phanar in 

Constantinople.  

 During the meeting, which took place in a spirit of open exchange in the 

personal office of the Ecumenical Patriarch, the hierarchs reviewed with His All-

Holiness the work of the Assembly of Bishops, especially as it relates to the 

overall work of its committees. Particular attention was given to the work of the 

Committees for Pastoral Practice and Canonical Regional Planning. The hierarchs 

also discussed a number of challenges and opportunities in the formulation of a 

proposed plan for the restructuring of the Orthodox Church in the United States. 

 Joining the Ecumenical Patriarch, Elder Metropolitan John of Pergamon 

discussed the mission of the Assemblies of Bishops as originally envisioned at 

their inception in Chambésy in 2009. Both the Ecumenical Patriarch and 

Metropolitan John commended the efforts of the US hierarchs, and acknowledged 

their work as a model for inter-Orthodox cooperation. 

 Present at the meeting with the Ecumenical Patriarch and Elder Metropolitan 

John of Pergamon were the following members of the Executive Committee: 

Archbishop Demetrios (Ecumenical Patriarchate, Assembly Chairman), Bishop 

John (Moscow Patriarchate, Second-Vice Chairman), Metropolitan Antony 

(Treasurer), Bishop Longin (Patriarchate of Serbia), Archbishop Nicolae 

(Patriarchate of Romania), Metropolitan Joseph (Patriarchate of Bulgaria), Bishop 

Saba (Patriarchate of Georgia). Also present were Bishop Maxim (Coordinator for 

Committees) and Metropolitan Tikhon (OCA).  



 At the conclusion of the meeting the hierarchs departed with a renewed 

spirit of love and unity, eagerly looking forward to the annual General Assembly 

Meeting, which will take place in Chicago from September 14-17, 2015. 

Chrysanthe Loizos, Communications Officer, 202-415-1255 

Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America 

 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW’ S RESPONSE 

TO POPE FRANCIS' CLIMATE ENCYCLICAL 

 
Photo Caption: Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew with Pope Francis, in the Patriarchal office in Phanar during 

the Pope’s visit to the Ecumenical Patriarchate for the Thronal Feast of Saint Andrew the Apostle, 

Nov. 29-30, 2014 (photo D. Panagos) 

NEW YORK – TIME magazine website published today an exclusive article 

outlining the response of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew to 

the Climate Encyclical Letter of Pope Francis Laudato Si’, presented this morning 

at the Vatican. 

The article starts with the words of His All-Holiness as follows: 

In a series of seminars organized between 1994 and 1998 on the island of Halki 

off the coast of Istanbul in Turkey, we drew attention to the close connection 

between ecology and economy. Both terms share the Greek root oikos, which 

signifies “home.” It therefore came as no surprise to us that our beloved brother 

Francis of Rome opens his encyclical, which is being released today in the New 

Synod Hall of the Vatican, with a reference to God’s creation as “our common 

home.” 

His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew “has been the first one in the 

Christian world to draw the attention of the world community to the seriousness 

of the ecological problem and the duty of the Church to voice its concern and try 

to contribute with all the spiritual means at its disposal towards the protection of 

our natural environment,” said His Eminence Metropolitan John (Zizioulas) of 

Pergamon, who represented the Ecumenical Patriarch at the presentation of the 

Pope’s Encyclical.  

“The issuing of the Encyclical Laudato Si’ is, therefore, an occasion of great joy 

and satisfaction for the Orthodox,” said Metropolitan John.  “On behalf of them I 

should like to express our deep gratitude to His Holiness for raising his 



authoritative voice to draw the attention of the world to the urgent need to 

protect God’s creation from the damage we humans inflict on it with our behavior 

towards nature.” 

He said the Encyclical comes at a “critical moment in human history” and will 

“undoubtedly have a worldwide effect on people’s consciousness.” 

To read the TIME Magazine article go to:  

http://time.com/author/ecumenical-patriarch-bartholomew/ 

 

Jun 18, 2015—POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL LAUDATO SI’ 

A COMMENT—By Metropolitan John (Zizioulas) of Pergamon 

Introduction 

I should like to begin by expressing my deep gratitude for the honour to be 

invited to take part in this event of launching the new Encyclical of His Holiness 

Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’. I am also honoured by the fact that His All-Holiness, 

the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, has asked me to convey to you his 

personal joy and satisfaction for the issuing of the Encyclical. As some of you may 

already know, the Ecumenical Patriarchate has been the first one in the Christian 

world to draw the attention of the world community to the seriousness of the 

ecological problem and the duty of the Church to voice its concern and try to 

contribute with all the spiritual means at its disposal towards the protection of our 

natural environment. Thus, back already in the year 1989, Ecumenical Patriarch 

Dimitrios issued an Encyclical to the faithful Christians and to all people of good 

will, in which he underlined the seriousness of the ecological problem and its 

theological and spiritual dimensions. This was followed by a series of activities, 

such as international conferences of religious leaders and scientific experts, as 

well as seminars for young people, Church ministers etc. under the auspices of 

the present Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, aiming at the promotion of an 

ecological consciousness among the Christians in particular and more widely in 

the community of men and women. 

The issuing of the Encyclical Laudato Si’ is, therefore, an occasion of great joy 

and satisfaction for the Orthodox. On behalf of them I should like to express our 

deep gratitude to His Holiness for raising his authoritative voice to draw the 

attention of the world to the urgent need to protect God’s creation from the 

damage we humans inflict on it with our behavior towards nature. This Encyclical 

comes at a critical moment in human history and will undoubtedly have a 

worldwide effect on people’s consciousness. 

Those who read the Encyclical will be impressed by the depth and the 

thoroughness with which the ecological problem is treated and its seriousness is 

brought out, together with concrete suggestions and proposals on how to act in 



order to face its consequences. There is in its pages food for thought for all: the 

scientist, the economist, the sociologist and above all the faithful of the Church. 

My own comments will be limited to the richness of theological thought and 

spirituality of the Encyclical. Time and space prevent me from doing full justice to 

the treatment of these aspects. I shall limit myself to the following points: 

The theological significance of ecology; 

The spiritual dimension of the ecological problem; and 

The ecumenical significance of the Encyclical. 

1. Theology and Ecology 

What does ecology have to do with theology? In the traditional manuals of 

theology, there is hardly any place for ecology and the same is true for the 

academic curricula of the theological schools, Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant. 

The Encyclical devotes a whole chapter (ch. 2) to show the profound ecological 

implications of the Christian doctrine of creation. It points out that according to 

the Bible “human life is grounded in three fundamental and closely intertwined 

relationships with God, with our neighbor and with the earth itself” (par. 66). 

This third relationship, i.e. with the earth, has been very often ignored by 

Christian theology to such an extent that the American historian Lynn White, in a 

now famous article in the periodical Scientist (1967), would accuse Christian 

theology for being responsible for the modern ecological crisis. For it is true that 

in Christian theology the human being has been so exalted above material 

creation as to allow humans to treat it as material for the satisfaction of their 

needs and desires. The human being has been de-naturalized and in its abuse 

and misuse of the biblical command to the first human couple – “increase and 

multiply and subdue the earth” (Gen. 1.28) – humanity was encouraged to 

exploit the material creation unrestrictedly with no respect for its integrity and 

even sacredness. 

This attitude to creation did not only lead to a misuse of the biblical doctrine but 

at the same time contradicted fundamental principles of Christian faith. One of 

them is the faith in the Incarnation of Christ. In assuming human nature, the 

Son of God took over material creation in its entirety. Christ came to save the 

whole creation through the Incarnation, not only humanity; for according to St. 

Paul (Rom. 8.23) “the whole creation groans in travail and is suffering” awaiting 

its salvation through humanity. 

The other fundamental principle of Christian faith that has important ecological 

implications relates to the very heart of the Church, which is the Holy Eucharist. 

In the celebration of the Eucharist, the Church offers to God the material world in 

the form of the bread and the wine. In this Sacrament space, time and matter are 

sanctified; they are lifted up to the Creator with thankfulness as His gifts to us; 



creation is solemnly declared as God’s gift, and human beings instead of 

proprietors of creation act as its priests, who lift it up to the holiness of the 

divine life. This brings to mind the moving words of St. Francis of Assisi with 

which the Encyclical opens: “Praise be to you, my Lord, through our Sister, 

Mother Earth.” As St. Gregory Palamas and other Greek Fathers would put it, the 

whole of creation is permeated by God’s presence through His divine energies; 

everything declares God’s glory, as the Psalmist says, and the human being leads 

this cosmic chorus of glorification to the Creator as the priest of creation. This 

way of understanding the place and mission of humanity in creation is common to 

both Eastern and Western Christian tradition, and is of particular importance for 

the cultivation of an ecological ethos. 

2. The Spiritual Dimension 

As it emerges clearly from the Encyclical, the ecological crisis is essentially a 

spiritual problem. The proper relationship between humanity and the earth or 

its natural environment has been broken with the Fall both outwardly and within 

us, and this rupture is sin. The Church must now introduce in its teaching about 

sin the sin against the environment, the ecological sin. Repentance must be 

extended to cover also the damage we do to nature both as individuals and as 

societies. This must be brought to the conscience of every Christian who cares for 

his or her salvation. 

The rupture of the proper relationship between humanity and nature is due to the 

rise of individualism in our culture. The pursuit of individual happiness has been 

made into an ideal in our time. Ecological sin is due to human greed which blinds 

men and women to the point of ignoring and disregarding the basic truth that the 

happiness of the individual depends on its relationship with the rest of human 

beings. There is a social dimension in ecology which the Encyclical brings out 

with clarity. The ecological crisis goes hand in hand with the spread of social 

injustice. We cannot face successfully the one without dealing with the other. 

Ecological sin is a sin not only against God but also against our neighbor. And it is 

a sin not only against the other of our own time but also – and this is serious – 

against the future generations. By destroying our planet in order to satisfy our 

greed for happiness, we bequeath to the future generations a world damaged 

beyond repair with all the negative consequences that this will have for their 

lives. We must act, therefore, responsibly towards our children and those who will 

succeed us in this life. 

All this calls for what we may describe as an ecological asceticism. It is 

noteworthy that the great figures of the Christian ascetical tradition were all 

sensitive towards the suffering of all creatures. The equivalent of a St. Francis of 

Assisi is abundantly present in the monastic tradition of the East. There are 



accounts of the lives of the desert saints which present the ascetic as weeping for 

the suffering or death of every creature and as leading a peaceful and friendly co-

existence even with the beasts. This is not romanticism. It springs from a loving 

heart and the conviction that between the natural world and ourselves there is an 

organic unity and interdependence that makes us share a common fate just as we 

have the same Creator. 

Asceticism is an unpleasant idea in our present culture, which measures 

happiness and progress with the increase of capital and consumption. It would be 

unrealistic to expect our societies to adopt asceticism in the way St. Francis and 

the Desert Fathers of the East experienced it. But the spirit and the ethos of 

asceticism can and must be adopted if our planet is to survive. Restraint in the 

consumption of natural resources is a realistic attitude and ways must be found to 

put a limit to the immense waste of natural materials. Technology and science 

must devote their efforts to such a task. There is a great deal of inspiration and 

help that can be drawn from the Encyclical itself in this respect. 

Finally, spirituality must penetrate our ecological ethos through prayer. The 

Encyclical offers some beautiful examples of how to pray for the protection of 

God’s creation. From the prayers cited at the end of the Encyclical, I find the 

following extract moving: 

O God, bring healing to our lives, 

that we may protect the world and not prey on it 

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 

Touch the hearts 

of those who look only for gain 

at the expense of the poor of the earth. 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 

to be filled with awe and contemplation, 

to recognize that we are profoundly united 

with every creature 

as we journey towards your infinite light. 

At this point I should like to mention that the Ecumenical Patriarchate decided as 

early as 1989 to devote the 1st of September of each year to praying for the 

environment. This date is according to the Orthodox liturgical calendar, going 

back to the Byzantine times, the first day of the ecclesiastical year. The liturgical 

service of the day includes prayers for creation and the Ecumenical Patriarchate 

commissioned a contemporary hymnographer from Mount Athos to compose 

special hymns for that day. The 1st of September each year is now devoted by 

the Orthodox to the environment. Might this not become a date for such prayer 

for all Christians? This would mark a step towards further closeness among them. 



This brings me to my last comment on the Papal Encyclical, namely its 

ecumenical significance. 

3. The Ecumenical Significance of the Encyclical 

There are in my view three dimensions to ecumenism. The first we may call 

ecumenism in time, an expression frequently used by one of the greatest 

Orthodox theologians of the last century, the late Fr. Georges Florovsky. By this 

we mean the effort of the divided Christians to unite on the basis of their common 

Tradition, the teaching of the Bible and the Church Fathers. This is the object of 

the theological dialogues which are taking place in the Ecumenical Movement of 

our time and it seems to be the predominant form of ecumenism. 

At the same time an ecumenism in space is also practiced through various 

international institutions, such as the World Council of Churches and similar 

ecumenical bodies which bring together the divided Christians so that the 

different cultural contexts in which they live may be taken into consideration in 

the search for unity. This has brought together Christians from Asia, America, 

Europe, Latin America etc – an expression of the universality of the Christian 

Church. 

To these two dimensions which have dominated the ecumenical scene for the last 

hundred years we must add, I think, a third one which is usually neglected, 

namely what I would call an existential ecumenism. By that I mean the effort 

to face together the most profound existential problems that preoccupy humanity 

in its entirety – not simply in particular places or classes of people. Ecology is 

without doubt the most obvious candidate in this case. 

I believe that the significance of the Papal Encyclical Laudato Si’ is not limited to 

the subject of ecology as such. I see in it an important ecumenical dimension in 

that it brings the divided Christians before a common task which they must face 

together. We live at a time when fundamental existential problems overwhelm 

our traditional divisions and relativize them almost to the point of extinction. 

Look, for example, at what is happening today in the Middle East: do those who 

persecute the Christians ask them to which Church or Confession they belong? 

Christian unity in such cases is de facto realized by persecution and blood – an 

ecumenism of martyrdom. 

The threat posed to us by the ecological crisis similarly bypasses or transcends 

our traditional divisions. The danger facing our common home, the planet in 

which we live, is described in the Encyclical in a way leaving no doubt about the 

existential risk we are confronted with. This risk is common to all of us regardless 

of our ecclesiastical or confessional identities. Equally common must be our effort 

to prevent the catastrophic consequences of the present situation. Pope Francis’ 

Encyclical is a call to unity – unity in prayer for the environment, in the same 



Gospel of creation, in the conversion of our hearts and our lifestyles to respect 

and love everyone and everything given to us by God. We are thankful for that. 

Vatican 18.6.2015 


