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NATIVITY FAST—SAINT PHILIP’S FAST

ON THE MEND: Please keep the following parishioners and others in your
prayers for recovery from their illnesses and injuries: Metropolitan
Constantine, Bishop Robert, Father Gerald Olszewski, Father Jakiw Norton,
Father Dragan Filipovi¢, Father Elias Katras, Father Stevo Rocknage, Father
Paul Stoll, Father Igor Soroka, Father Michael Mihalick [MS], Father Joseph
Kopchak, Father Anthony Dimitri, Father Cuthbert Jack, Father Elias
Warnke, Archimandrite Lev, Father Taras Naumenko, Father Nestor Kowal,
Protodeacon Mykola Dilendorf, Evelyn Burlack, Joshua Agosto and his family,
Harley Katarina Rahuba, Mike Holupka, Eva Malesnick, Stella Peanoske, Joe
Nezolyk, Nick Behun, Grace Holupka, Virginia Bryan, Joseph Sliwinsky, Maria
Balo, Linda Mechtly, Mary Mochnick, Mildred Manolovich, Evelyn Misko,
Jeanne Boehing, Alex Drobot, Rachelle, Jane Golofski, Doug Diller, Harry
Krewsun, Glen Lucas Burlack, Bernie Vangrin, Mary Alice Babcock, Dorie
Kunkle, Andrea, & Melissa [Betty O’Masta’s relatives|, Mary Evelyn King,
Stella Cherepko, Sam Wadrose, Cameron [a boy in Matt’s class|, Faith—an 8-
year-old girl with rheumatoid arthritis, Isabella Olivia Lindgren—a 4-year-old
with a brain tumor, Ethel Thomas, Donna, Erin, Jeff Walewski [thyroid
cancer|, Michael Miller, Dave May, Grace & Owen Ostrasky, Alverta, Gary
Zurasky, Michael Horvath, Patti Sinecki, David Genshi, Sue Segeleon, Mike
Gallagher, Michael Miller, Liz Stumpf, Theodore Nixon, Michelle Corba
Kapeluck, Gloria Prymak [Liz’s niece], Robert Hippert & family, Margaret
Vladimir, Luke Emmerling, John Sheliga, George & Mika Rocknage, Robert
McKivitz, Tom Marriott, Joe Farkas, Liz Obradovich, Liz, Halyna Zelinska
[Bishop Daniel’s mother]|, Charlotte, Peter Natishan, Andrew Mark Olynyk,
Deborah Finley, Claire Senita, Brandi Thomas, Eleanor Kelly, Bryan, Peter &
Karen Special, Doris Artman, Maureen Sams, Nancy Barylak, Henry & Shirley
Tkacik, Martin Golofski, Anthony Yerace, Khrystyna Chorniy, Anthony
Cormier [3-year-old with cancer], Nathan Forbeck, Sarah Doyle, Samuel
Peters, Jean Stutchell, Bonnie Blair [Pani Gina’s mother|, Charles & Esther
Holupka, Wanda Mefford, Lynn (Bush) Gill, David Vallor, Henry Faraly, Betty




O’Masta, Julie Eiler, Glenn Miller, Vince Ferro, Michael Pawlyshyn, Dorothy
Lednovich, Kristin Batch Vaughn, Bob C., Allie—young girl with leukemia,
Heather Kramer, Pete Dimperio, Jane Wartinbee, Steven Sheakley [Pani Gina’s
cousin]|, Carmen Talmonti, Matthew—20-year-old with cancer, Nicholas
Orlando, Mary Ann Kuzniak, Michael Woloschak, Michael Pryhodzenko,
Joseph Mollica, Sonia Luciow, Nellie Patsko, Theresa Ditto, Mary Ann Musial,
Mary Pelino, Donna Tickerhoof, David Buchholz, Yvonne Christy, and Daria
Masur. ARNOLD: Stefania Lucci, Steve Sakal, Homer Paul Kline, and Steve
Ostaffy. We pray that God will grant them all a speedy recovery.

An Orthodox Christian young man in the Mon Valley with three
small children (including a newborn) is in need of a kidney
transplant. To be considered for a kidney from a deceased donor
the wait is 5-7 years which he is unlikely to survive. His only hope
is an extraordinary individual who is willing to be a living kidney
donor. If you would like to explore this option further with no
commitment, please call Father Edward Pehanich at 724-863-3741
(evenings).

Please remember James John Logue George Senita, John Kirkowski,
Matthew Machak, Michael Repasky, and ALL American service men and
women in your prayers. May God watch over them and all American
service men and women—and bring them all home safely!

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR “BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION” AND
CAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELS TO CHURCH. There is a shoebox in the
basement for Alex’s Eighth Grade and Matt’s Sixth Grade collections. THANK

YOU ALL FOR YOUR HELP!  Love, Alex and Matt

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE!

Communion Fasting: nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in cases
where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical reasons:
medication, diabetes, etc. If you have a question, please call Father Bob.

AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if you just
need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 279-5640.

Schedule of Services

Sunday, December 19 NO SERVICE IN SLICKVILLE! 10:30 AM
THIRTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—NATIVITY FAST




SAINT NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER—BISHOP OF MYRA IN LYCIA
BLESSED MAXIMUS-METROPOLITAN OF KIEV
Tone 5
Hebrews 13:17-21
Luke 6:17-23

Sunday, December 26 Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom 10:30 AM
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FOREFATHERS

MARTYRS EUSTRATIUS, AUXENTIUS, EUGENE, MARDARIUS, & ORESTES AT

SEBASTE; VIRGIN-MARTYR LUCY OF SYRACUSE; VENERABLE ARSENIUS OF
LATROS; SAINT GABRIEL-ARCHBISHOP OF SERBIA; VENERABLE MARDARIUS THE

RECLUSE OF PERCHEVSKY LAVRA
Tone 6
Colossians 3:4-11
Luke 14:16-24
Litany in Blessed Memory of Helen Likar—40 Days—Fr. Bob
Parastas in Blessed Memory of Nicholas & Catherine Behun—Behun Family

Sunday, January 02 Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom 10:30 AM
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—FOREFEAST OF THE NATIVITY
HIEROMARTYR IGNATIUS THE GOD-BEARER-BISHOP OF ANTIOCH; SAINT
PHILOGONIUS-BISHOP OF ANTIOCH; SAINT DANIEL II-ARCHBISHOP OF THE SERBS;
SAINT IGNATIUS-ARCHIMANDRITE OF PERCHEVSKY LAVRA
Tone 7
Hebrews 9:9,10,17-23,32-40
Matthew 1:1-25
Litany in Blessed Memory of Stephen Kuzman & Nicholas Vitosky—Fr. Bob

BULLETIN INSERT FOR 19 DECEMBER 2010

THIRTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—NATIVITY FAST
SAINT NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER—BISHOP OF MYRA IN LYCIA
BLESSED MAXIMUS-METROPOLITAN OF KIEV

TROPARION—TONE 5

Let the faithful praise and worship the Word,
Coeternal with the Father and the Spirit;

Born for our salvation from the Virgin;

For He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh,
To endure death,

And to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Troparion to Saint Nicholas—Tone 4
The truth of things revealed thee to thy flock as a rule of faith,
a model of meekness, and a teacher of temperance.




Therefore thou hast won the heights by humility,

riches by poverty.

Holy Father Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be
saved.

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Kontakion to Saint Nicholas—Tone 3

Thou wast a faithful minister of God in Myra,

O Saint Nicholas.

For having fulfilled the Gospel of Christ,

thou didst die for the people and save the innocent.

Therefore thou wast sanctified as a great initiator of the grace of God.

KONTAKION—TONE 5

Thou didst descend into Hell, O my Savior,
Shattering its gates as almighty;
Resurrecting the dead as Creator,

And destroying the sting of death.

Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse,
O Lover of Man,

And we all cry to Thee: O Lord, save us!

PROKEIMENON—TONE 5

READER: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this
generation forever.

PEOPLE: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this
generation forever.

READER: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly.
PEOPLE: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this
generation forever.

READER: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us...

PEOPLE: From this generation forever.

ALLELUIA VERSES—TONE 5
I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim Thy
truth from generation to generation.

Thou hast said: Mercy will be established forever, and my truth will be
prepared in the heavens.



Can you imagine the Nun sitting at her desk grading these papers, all the
while trying to keep a straight face and maintain her composure! (I know I
couldn't!)

Pay special attention to the wording and spelling. If you know the bible
even a little, you'll find this hilarious! It comes from a catholic elementary
school test.

Kids were asked questions about the old and new testaments. The
following statements about the bible were written by children. They have
not been retouched or corrected. Incorrect spelling has been left in.

1. In the first book of the bible, guinessis, god got tired of creating the
world so he took the sabbath off.

2. Adam and eve were created from an apple tree. Noah's wife was joan of
ark. Noah built an ark and the animals came on in pears.

3. Lots wife was a pillar of salt during the day, but a ball of fire during the
night.

4. The Jews were a proud people and throughout history they had trouble
with unsympathetic genitals.

5. Sampson was a strongman who let himself be led astray by a jezebel like
Delilah.

6. Samson slayed the philistines with the axe of the apostles.

7. Moses led the Jews to the red sea where they made unleavened bread
which is bread without any ingredients.

8. The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert. Afterwards, Moses went
up to Mount Cyanide to get the Ten Commandments.

9. The first commandment was when eve told Adam to eat the apple.

10. The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery.

11. Moses died before he ever reached Canada. Then Joshua led the
Hebrews in the battle of geritol.

12. The greatest miricle in the bible is when Joshua told his son to stand
still and he obeyed him.

13. David was a Hebrew king who was skilled at playing the liar. He fought
the Finkelsteins, a race of people who lived in biblical times.

14. Solomon, one of David’s sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines.

15. When Mary heard she was the mother of Jesus, she sang the Magna
Carta.

16. When the three wise guys from the east side arrived they found Jesus
in the manager.

17. Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption.

18. St. John, the blacksmith, dumped water on his head.




19. Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which says to do unto others before
they do one to you. He also explained a man doth not live by sweat alone.
20. It was a miricle when Jesus rose from the dead and managed to get the
tombstone off the entrance.

21. The people who followed the lord were called the 12 decibels.

22. The epistels were the wives of the apostles.

23. One of the oppossums was st. Matthew, who was also a taximan.

24. St. Paul cavorted to Christianity. He preached holy acrimony which is
another name for marraige.

25. Christians have only one spouse. This is called monotony.

Would you like me to list also the paths of repentance?
Holy John Chrysostom

They are numerous and quite varied, and all lead to heaven.

A first path of repentance is the condemnation of your own sins: Be the first to
admit your sins and you will be justified. For this reason, too, the prophet
wrote: I said: I will accuse myself of my sins to the Lord, and you forgave the
wickedness of my heart. Therefore, you too should condemn your own sins;
that will be enough reason for the Lord to forgive you, for a man who
condemns his own sins is slower to commit them again. Rouse your
conscience to accuse you within your own house, lest it become your accuser
before the judgment seat of the Lord.

That, then, is one very good path of repentance. Another and no less valuable
one is to put out of our minds the harm done us by our enemies, in order to
master our anger, and to forgive our fellow servants' sins against us. Then our
own sins against the Lord will be forgiven us. Thus you have another way to
atone for sin: For if you forgive your debtors, your heavenly Father will forgive
you.

Do you want to know of a third path? It consists of prayer that is fervent,
careful and comes from the heart.

If you want to hear of a fourth, I will mention almsgiving, whose power is great
and far-reaching.

If, moreover, a man lives a modest, humble life, that, no less than the other
things I have mentioned, takes sin away. Proof of this is the tax-collector who
had no good deeds to mention, but offered his humility instead and was
relieved of a heavy burden of sins.




Thus I have shown you five paths of repentance; condemnation of your own
sins, forgiveness of our neighbor's sins against us, prayer, almsgiving and
humility.

Do not be idle, then, but walk daily in all these paths; they are easy, and you
cannot plead your poverty. For, though you live out your life amid great need,
you can always set aside your wrath, be humble, pray diligently, and condemn
your own sins; poverty is no hindrance. Poverty is not an obstacle to our
carrying out the Lord's bidding, even when it comes to that path of repentance
which involves giving money (almsgiving, I mean). The widow proved that
when she put her two mites into the box!

Now that we have learned how to heal these wounds of ours, let us apply the
cures. Then, when we have regained genuine health, we can approach the
holy table with confidence, go gloriously to meet Christ, the king of glory, and
attain the eternal blessings through the grace, mercy and kindness of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

SAINT NICHOLAS—COMMEMORATED DECEMBER 06/19

Sainted Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia, and Wonderworker is
famed as a great saint pleasing unto God. He was born in the city of Patara in
the Lycian region (on the south coast of the Asia Minor peninsula), and was
the only son of pious parents Theophanes and Nonna, who had given a vow to
dedicate him to God. As the fruition of longtime prayer of his childless
parents, the infant Nicholas from the very day of his birth revealed to people
the light of his future glory as a wonderworker. His mother, Nonna, after
giving birth was immediately healed from illness. The newborn infant while
still in the baptismal font stood on his feet three times, without support from
anyone, indicating by this to honour the MostHoly Trinity. Saint Nicholas from
his infancy began a life of fasting, and on Wednesdays and Fridays he
accepted milk from his mother only but once, after the evening prayers of his
parents.

From the time of his childhood Nicholas thrived on the study of Divine
Scripture; by day he would not leave church, and by night he prayed and read
books -- fashioning in himself a worthy dwelling-place of the Holy Spirit. His
uncle, Bishop Nicholas of Patara, rejoiced at the spiritual success and deep
piety of his kinsman. He ordained him a reader, and then elevated Nicholas to
the dignity of presbyter, making him his assistant and entrusting him to
speak instructing the flock. In serving the Lord the youth was fervent of spirit,
and in his proficiency with questions of faith he was like an elder / starets,
which aroused the wonder and deep respect of believers. Constantly at work
and vivacious, being in unceasing prayer, presbyter Nicholas displayed great




kind-heartedness towards the flock, and towards those afflicted coming to him
for help, and he distributed all his inheritance to the poor. Having learned
about the bitter need and poverty of a certain formerly rich inhabitant of his
city, Saint Nicholas saved him from great sin. Having three grown daughters,
the despairing father considered to give them over to profligacy so as to save
them from hunger. The saint, grieving lest the man perish a sinner, by night
secretly brought him through the window three sacks with gold and by this
saved the family from falling into spiritual destruction. In bestowing charity,
Saint Nicholas always strove to do this secretly and conceal his good deeds.

In setting off on pilgrimage to the holy places at Jerusalem, the bishop of
Patara entrusted the guidance of the flock to Saint Nicholas, who fulfilled this
obedience carefully and with love. When the bishop returned, he in turn asked
blessing for a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Along the way the saint predicted
the onset of a storm threatening the ship with inundation, since he saw the
devil itself having got on ship. At the entreaty of the despairing pilgrims, he
calmed by his prayers the waves of the sea. Through his prayer also was
restored to health a certain sailor of the ship, who had fallen from the mast
and was mortally injured.

Having reached the ancient city of Jerusalem and having come to
Golgotha, Saint Nicholas offered up thanksgiving to the Saviour of the race of
mankind and he made the rounds of all the holy places, doing poklons and
making prayers. By night on Mount Sion the closed doors of the church
opened by themselves in front of the arriving great pilgrim. Going round the
holy places connected with the earthly service of the Son of God, Saint
Nicholas decided to withdraw into the wilderness, but he was stopped by a
Divine voice, urging him to return to his native country. Having returned to
Lycia and yearning for a life of quietude, the saint entered into the
brotherhood of a monastery, named Holy Sion. But the Lord again announced
another pathway, awaiting him: "Nicholas, this is not the field, on which thou
ought to await Mine harvest, but rather turn round and go into the world, and
there My Name shalt be glorified in thee". In the vision the Lord gave him a
Gospel of exquisite workmanship, and the MostHoly Mother of God -- an
omophor.

And actually, upon the death of archbishop John, he was chosen bishop
of Lycian Myra -- after one of the bishops of the Council gave a decisive reply
on the question of choice of a new archbishop -- the choice of God as directed
him in a vision -- Saint Nicholas. Summoned to the flock of the Church in the
dignity of archbishop, Sainted Nicholas remained a great ascetic, appearing to
his flock as an image of gentleness, kindness and love towards people. This
was particularly precious for the Lycian Church during the time of persecution
of Christians under the emperor Diocletian (284-305). Bishop Nicholas, locked
up in prison together with other Christians, sustained them and exhorted
them to bravely endure the fetters, punishment and torture. He himself the




lord preserved unharmed. Upon the accession to rule of the holy equal-to-the-
apostles Constantine, Saint Nicholas was restored to his flock, which joyfully
received back their guide and intercessor.

Despite his great gentleness of spirit and purity of heart, Saint Nicholas
was a zealous and ardent warrior of the Church of Christ. Fighting evil spirits,
the saint made the rounds of the pagan temples and shrines in the city of
Myra and its surroundings, shattering the idols and turning the temples to
dust.

In the year 325 Saint Nicholas was a participant in the I OEcumenical
Council (Sobor). This Council proclaimed the Nicean Symbol of faith, and he
stood up with the likes of saints Sylvester the pope of Rome, Alexander of
Alexandria, Spyridon of Trimiphuntum and others of the 318 fathers of the
Council against the heretic Arius.

Saint Nicholas, in the heat of denunciation and fired up with zeal for the
Lord, even gave the false-teacher a good drubbing on the ears, for which he
was deprived of his bishop's omophor and put under guard. But several of the
holy fathers shared a vision revealing that the Lord Himself and the Mother of
God had made the saint to be bishop, bestowing upon him the Gospel and
omophorion. The fathers of the Council, having concurred, that the audacity
of the saint was pleasing to god, gave glory to the Lord and restored His holy
saint to the dignity of bishop.

Having returned to his own diocese, the saint brought it peace and
blessings, sowing the word of Truth, nipping in the bud defective and spurious
claims of wisdom, uprooting heresy and healing the fallen and those led astray
through ignorance. He was indeed a light in the world and the salt of the
earth, wherein his life did shine and his word was mixed with the salt of
wisdom.

Even during his life the saint worked many miracles. Of them the one
accorded the greatest fame was the deliverance from death by the saint of
three men, unjustly condemned by a greedy city-commander. The saint boldly
went up to the executioner and took hold of his sword, already suspended
over the heads of the condemned. The city-commander, denounced by Saint
Nicholas in wrong-doing, repented himself and begged for forgiveness. During
this time there were present three military officers, dispatched by the emperor
Constantine to Phrygia. They did not suspect that they soon likewise would be
compelled to seek the intercession of Saint Nicholas: it so happened that they
had been vilely slandered before the emperor and were come under a sentence
of death. Appearing in sleep to the holy equal-to-the-apostles Constantine,
Saint Nicholas called on him to dismiss the wrongful death-sentence of the
military officers who, now in prison, prayerfully called out for help to the saint.
He worked many other miracles, and asceticised many long years at his
labour. Through the prayers of the saint, the city of Myra was rescued from a
terrible famine. Having appeared in sleep to a certain Italian merchant and




having left him as a pledge of payment three gold money-pieces, which the
merchant found in his hand upon wakening in the morning, he requested him
to sail to Myra and furnish grain there. More than once did the saint save
those drowning in the sea, and provide release from captivity and
imprisonment.

Having reached old age, Saint Nicholas expired peacefully to the Lord (+
345-351). His venerable relics were preserved undecayed in the local cathedral
church and flowed with curative myrh, from which many received healing. In
the year 1087 his relics were transferred to the Italian city of Bari, where they
rest even now (about the Transfer of Relics see under 9 May).

The name of the great saint of God, the hierarch and wonderworker
Nicholas, a speedy helper and suppliant for all hastening to him, is famed in
all the ends of the earth, in many lands and among many peoples. In Russia
there are a multitude of cathedrals, monasteries and churches consecrated in
his name. There is not, probably, a single city without a Nikol'sk temple.

In the name of Sainted Nicholas the Wonderworker -- the first Russian
Christian prince Askol'd (+ 882) was baptised in 866 by Patriarch Photios.
Over the grave of Askol'd, the holy equal-to-the-apostles Ol'ga (Comm. 11 July)
erected the first temple of Sainted Nicholas in the Russian Church at Kiev.
Primary cathedrals were dedicated to Saint Nicholas at Izborsk, Ostrov,
Mozhaisk, and Zaraisk. At Novgorod the Great one of the main churches of the
city -- the Nikolo-Dvorischensk church, later became a cathedral. Famed and
venerable Nikol'sk churches and monasteries are at Kiev, Smolensk, Pskov,
Toropetsa, Galich, Archangelsk, Great Ustiug, Tobol'sk. Moscow was famed by
several tens of churches consecrated to the saint, and three Nikol'sk
monasteries were situated in the Moscow diocese: the Nikolo-Greek (Staryi) --
in the Chinese-quarter, the Nikolo-Perervinsk and the Nikolo-Ugreshsk. One of
the chief towers of the Kremlin was named the Nikol'sk. Part of all the
churches devoted to the saint were those established at market-squares by
Russian merchants, sea-farers and land-goers, venerating the wonderworker
Nicholas as a protector of all those journeying on dry land and sea. They
sometimes received the name among the people of "Nicholas soaked". Many
village churches in Russia were dedicated to the wonderworker Nicholas,
reverently venerated by peasants as a merciful intercessor before the Lord for
all the people in their work. And in the Russian land Saint Nicholas did not
leave off with his intercession. Ancient Kiev preserves the memory about the
miraculous rescue of a drowning infant by the saint. The great wonderworker,
hearing the grief-filled prayers of the parents in the loss of their only child, by
night snatched up the infant from the waters, revived him and placed him in
the choir-loft of Saint Sophia church in front of his wonderworking image. And
here in the morning the infant was found safe by his thrilled parents, praising
with a multitude of the people Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker.




Many wonderworking icons of Saint Nicholas appeared in Russia and
came also from other lands. There is the ancient byzantine embordered image
of the saint (XII), brought to Moscow from Novgorod, and the large icon written
in the XIII Century by a Novgorod master. Two depictions of the wonderworker
are especially distributed in the Russian Church: Sainted Nicholas of Zaraisk -
- in full-length, with blessing right hand and with Gospel (this image was
brought to Ryazan in 1225 by the byzantine princess Eupraxia, future spouse
of Ryazan prince Theodore, and perishing in 1237 with her husband and
infant-son during the incursion of Batu); and Sainted Nicholas of Mozhaisk --
also in full stature, with a sword in his right hand and a city in his left -- in
memory of the miraculous rescue, through the prayers of the saint, of the city
of Mozhaisk from an invasion of enemies. It is impossible to list all the graced
icons of Saint Nicholas. Every Russian city and every church was blessed by
suchlike icons through the prayers of the saint.

From the sayings of the Paradise of the Holy Fathers:

The man who cries out against evil men, who does not pray for
them, will never know the grace of God.
St. Silouan the Athonite +1938




