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DORMITION FAST 

 
ON THE MEND:  Please keep the following parishioners and others in your 
prayers for recovery from their illnesses and injuries:  Metropolitan 
Constantine, Patriarch Pavle, Bishop Robert, Father Peter Natishan, Father 
Gerald Olszewski, Father Jakiw Norton, Father Dragan Filipović, Father Elias 
Katras, Father Stevo Rocknage, Father Paul Stoll, Father Igor Soroka, Father 
Michael Mihalick [MS], Father Joseph Kopchak, Father Charles Mezzomo, 
Father Anthony Dimitri, Father Cuthbert Jack, Evelyn Burlack, Joshua 
Agosto and his family, Harley Katarina Rahuba, Mike and Hilda Holupka, Eva 
Malesnick, Helen Likar, Stella Peanoske, Joe Nezolyk, Nick Behun, Grace 
Holupka, Virginia Bryan, Joseph Sliwinsky, Maria Balo, Linda Mechtly, Mary 
Mochnick, Mildred Manolovich, Evelyn Misko, Jeanne Boehing, Alex Drobot, 
Rachelle, Jane Golofski, Doug Diller, Harry Krewsun, Glen Lucas Burlack, 
Bernie Vangrin, Mary Alice Babcock, Dorie Kunkle, Andrea, & Melissa [Betty 
O’Masta’s relatives], Mary Evelyn King, Stella Cherepko, Sam Wadrose, 
Cameron [a boy in Matt’s class], Faith—a 7-year-old girl with rheumatoid 
arthritis, Isabella Olivia Lindgren—a 3-year-old with a brain tumor, Dillon, 
Ethel Thomas, Donna, Nick Malec [Maxine’s brother], Erin, Jim Markovich, 
Jeff Walewski [thyroid cancer], Carol [Lotinski] Rose, Michael Miller, Dave 
May, Grace & Owen Ostrasky, Alverta, Gary Zurasky, Michael Horvath, Patti 
Sinecki, David Genshi, Sue Segeleon, Mike Gallagher, Michael Miller, Jim 
Logue—throat cancer, Liz Stumpf, Ester Tylavsky, Ed Jamison, Theodore 
Nixon, Charles Johnson, Amy Forbeck, Michelle Corba Kapeluck, Gloria 
Prymak [Liz’s niece], Robert Hippert & family, Margaret Vladimir, Luke 
Emmerling, John Sheliga, Sabrina, George & Mika Rocknage, Elizabeth 
Mitchell, Robert McKivitz, Marjorie Pershing, Tom Marriott, Joe Farkas, Liz 
Obradovich, Liz, Halyna Zelinska [Bishop Daniel’s mother], Mary Ann, 
Charlotte, Peter Natishan, Andrew Mark Olynyk, Deborah Finley, Claire 
Senita, Brandi Thomas, Eleanor Kelly, Bryan, Peter Special, Amy Boe, Doris 
Artman, Maureen Sams, Nancy Barylak, Shirley Tkacik, Carol Kowalcheck, 
Martin Golofski, Joe Paouncic, Anthony Yerace, Joanne Brodrick, Khrystyna 
Chorniy, Anthony Cormier [2-year-old with cancer], Diane Waryanka, Nathan 



Forbeck, Joseph Baloga, Andy Torick, Sarah Doyle, Carmella Berardesca, 
Samuel Peters, Jean Stutchell, Pearl Hanczar, Joe Paouncic, and Daria 
Masur.  ARNOLD:  Stefania Lucci, Steve Sakal, Homer Paul Kline, and Steve 
Ostaffy.  We pray that God will grant them all a speedy recovery. 
 
Please remember James John Logue George Senita, & John Kirkowski 
assigned to Iraq, Matthew Machak, Tonia Dec, Michael Repasky, and ALL 
American servicemen and women in the Middle East in your prayers.  May 
God watch over them and all American servicemen and women—and bring 
them all home safely! 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR “BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION” AND 
CAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELS TO CHURCH.  There is a shoebox in the 
basement for Alex’s Seventh Grade and Matt’s Fifth Grade collections.  THANK 
YOU ALL FOR YOUR HELP! Love, Alex and Matt 
 

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE! 
 
Communion Fasting:  nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in 
cases where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical 
reasons:  medication, diabetes, etc.  If you have a question, please call 
Father Bob. 
 
AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if you just 
need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 279-5640. 
 

Schedule of Services 
 

Sunday, August 16  Divine Liturgy    10:30 AM 
10TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

VENERABLE ISAAC, DALMATUS, & FAUSTUS-ASCETICS OF THE DALMATIAN MONASTERY AT CONSTANTINOPLE, 
VENERABLE COSMAS-EUNUCH AND HERMIT OF PALESTINE, VENERABLE ANTHONY THE ROMAN-ABBOT OF 

NOVGOROD & WONDERWORKER, HOLY MYRRH-BEARER SALOME, MARTYR RAZHDEN OF GEORGIA 
Tone 1 

I Corinthians 4:9-16 
Matthew 17:14-23 

Litany in Blessed Memory of Walter Burlack--Evelyn 
Parastas in Blessed Memory of Steve Kuzman & Victor Burlack—Debbie & John Paouncic 

 
Wednesday, August 19  TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST 
 
Sunday, August 23  Divine Liturgy    10:30 AM 

11TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AFTERFEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION, HOLY MARTYR & ARCHDEACON LAWRENCE, HIEROMARTYR SIXTUS-POPE 

& MARTYRS FELICISSIMUS & AGAPITUS-DEACONS, AND ROMANUS-SOLDIER-OF ROME, BLESSED LAWRENCE-
FOOL-FOR-CHRIST OF KALUGA 

Tone 2 
I Corinthians 9:2-12 
Matthew 18:23-35 

Litany in Blessed Memory of Sophie Carrera—40 days—Fr. Bob 
Parastas in Blessed Memory of Rae Ruth Batch—Harry Batch 

 



Friday, August 28 DORMITION OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS 
 
Sunday, August 30  Divine Liturgy    10:30 AM 

12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AFTERFEAST OF THE DORMITION, MARTYR MYRON-PRESBYTER OF CYZICUS, MARTYRS THYRSUS, LEUCIUS, & 
CORONATUS & OTHERS AT CAESAREA IN BITHYNIA, MARTYRS PAUL & HIS SISTER JULIANA & COMPANIONS OF 

SYRIA, MARTYR PATROCLUS OF TROYES, MARTYRS STRATON, PHILIP, EUTYCHIAN, & CYPRIAN, VENERABLE 
ALYPIUS THE ICONOGRAPHER OF PERCHEVSKY LAVRA, VENERABLE PHILIP-MONK OF YANKOV-VOLOGDA, NEW-
MARTYR DEMETRIUS OF SAMARINA IN EPIRUS, BLESSED THEODORETUS-ENLIGHTENER OF THE LAPS-SOLOVKI 

Tone 3 
I Corinthians 15:1-11 

Matthew 19:16-26 
Parastas in Blessed Memory of Agnes Rossi—Diann Curcio [Neice] 

 
BULLETIN INSERT FOR 16 AUGUST 2009 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
VENERABLE ISAAC, DALMATUS, & FAUSTUS-ASCETICS OF THE 
DALMATIAN MONASTERY AT CONSTANTINOPLE, VENERABLE 
COSMAS-EUNUCH AND HERMIT OF PALESTINE, VENERABLE 

ANTHONY THE ROMAN-ABBOT OF NOVGOROD & 
WONDERWORKER, HOLY MYRRH-BEARER SALOME, MARTYR 

RAZHDEN OF GEORGIA 
 
TROPARION—TONE 1 
 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews; 
While the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure Body; 
Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior, 
Granting life to the world. 
The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of life: 
Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ! 
Glory to Thy Kingdom! 
Glory to Thy Dispensation, O Thou who lovest mankind. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and 
unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
KONTAKION—TONE 1 
 
As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory, raising the world with Thyself. 
Human nature praises Thee as God, for death has vanished! 
Adam exults, O Master! 
Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage and cries to Thee: 
Thou are the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ! 
 



PROKEIMENON—TONE 1 
 
READER:  Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on 
Thee. 
PEOPLE:  Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on 
Thee. 
READER:  Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous!  Praise befits the just! 
PEOPLE:  Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on 
Thee. 
READER:  Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 
PEOPLE:  As we have set our hope on Thee. 
 
ALLELUIA VERSES 
 
God gives vengeance to me, and subdues people under me. 
 
He magnifies the salvation of the king, and deals mercifully with His Christ, 
with David and his seed forever! 

 
BEST COMEBACK RESPONSE OF THE YEAR 

 
If you ever testify in court, you might wish you could have been as sharp as this 
policeman. He was being cross-examined by a defense attorney during a felony trial. 
The lawyer was trying to undermine the policeman's credibility. 
 
Q: 'Officer -- did you see my client fleeing the scene?' 
A: 'No sir. But I subsequently observed a person matching the description of the 
offender, running several blocks away'. 
 
Q: 'Officer -- who provided this description?' 
A: 'The officer who responded to the scene.'  
 
Q: 'A fellow officer provided the description of this so-called offender. Do you trust your 
fellow officers?  
A: ''Yes sir, with my life!  
 
Q: 'With your life?  Let me ask you this then officer. Do you have a room where you 
change your clothes in preparation for your daily duties?' 
A: 'Yes sir, we do!'  
 
Q: 'And do you have a locker in the room?' 
A: 'Yes sir, I do.'  
 
Q: 'And do you have a lock on your locker?' 
A: 'Yes sir.'  
 



Q: 'Now why is it, officer, if you trust your fellow officers with your life, you find it 
necessary to lock your locker in a room you share with these same officers?' 
A: 'You see, sir -- we share the building with the court complex, and sometimes lawyers 
have been known to walk through that room.' 
 
The courtroom EXPLODED with laughter, and a prompt recess was called.  The officer on 
the stand has been nominated for this year's 'Best Comeback' line—and we think he'll 
win.  
 

FENDER SKIRTS 
 
I came across this phrase yesterday 'FENDER SKIRTS.' 
 
A term I haven't heard in a long time, and thinking about 'fender skirts' started 
me thinking about other words that quietly disappear from our language with 
hardly a notice like 'curb feelers.' 
 
And 'steering knobs.' (AKA:  suicide knob, Neckers Knobs.) 
 
Since I'd been thinking of cars, my mind naturally went that direction first. 
 
Any kids will probably have to find some elderly person over 50 to explain 
some of these terms to you. 
 
Remember 'Continental kits?'  They were rear bumper extenders and spare tire 
covers that were supposed to make any car as cool as a Lincoln Continental. 
 
When did we quit calling them 'emergency brakes?'  At some point 'parking 
brake' became the proper term.  But I miss the hint of drama that went with 
'emergency brake.' 
 
I'm sad, too, that almost all the old folks are gone who would call the 
accelerator the 'foot feed.'  Many today do not even know what a clutch is or 
that the dimmer switch used to be on the floor. 
 
Didn't you ever wait at the street for your daddy to come home, so you could 
ride the 'running board' up to the house? 
 
Here's a phrase I heard all the time in my youth but never anymore—‘store-
bought.'  Of course, just about everything is store-bought these days.  But once 
it was bragging material to have a store-bought dress or a store-bought bag of 
candy. 
 
'Coast to coast' is a phrase that once held all sorts of excitement and now 
means almost nothing.  Now we take the term 'world wide' for granted.  This 
floors me. 
 
On a smaller scale, 'wall-to-wall' was once a magical term in our homes.  In the 
'50s, everyone covered his or her hardwood floors with, wow, wall-to-wall 



carpeting!  Today, everyone replaces their wall-to-wall carpeting with 
hardwood floors.  Go figure. 
 
When's the last time you heard the quaint phrase 'in a family way?'  It's hard to 
imagine that the word 'pregnant' was once considered a little too graphic, a 
little too clinical for use in polite company, so we had all that talk about stork 
visits and 'being in a family way' or simply 'expecting.' 
 
Apparently 'brassiere' is a word no longer in usage.  I said it the other day and 
my daughter cracked up.  I guess it's just 'bra' now.  'Unmentionables' 
probably wouldn't be understood at all. 
 
I always loved going to the 'picture show,' but I considered 'movie' an 
affectation. 
 
Most of these words go back to the '50s, but here's a pure-'60s word I came 
across the other day-'rat fink.'  Ooh, what a nasty put-down! 
 
Here's a word I miss-'percolator.'  That was just a fun word to say.  And what 
was it replaced with?  'Coffee maker.'  How dull…Mr. Coffee, I blame you for 
this. 
 
I miss those made-up marketing words that were meant to sound so modern 
and now sound so retro. Words like 'DynaFlow' and 'Electrolux.'  Introducing 
the 1963 Admiral TV, now with 'SpectraVision!' 
 
Food for thought - Was there a telethon that wiped out lumbago?  Nobody 
complains of that anymore.  Maybe that's what castor oil cured, because I 
never hear mothers threatening kids with castor oil anymore. 
 
Some words aren't gone, but are definitely on the endangered list.  The one 
that grieves me most, 'supper.'  Now everybody says 'dinner.'  Save a great 
word.  Invite someone to supper.  Discuss fender skirts… 
 
Someone forwarded this to me.  I thought some of us of a 'certain age' would 
remember most of these.  (Before my time!) 
 

Please plan to say for coffee hour after Divine Liturgy 
today, as we will have a very important VERY SHORT parish 
meeting about plans for Sunday, August 30.  Several people 
have indicated that they would like to attend the picnic at 
All Saints Camp—we can talk about how many people 
would like to go there, carpool arrangements, and the 
possibility of having Divine Liturgy at the Camp with Father 
John Haluszczak. 
 



We are trying to continue our list of those who are unable to attend church on a 
regular basis.  I’m sure each of them would appreciate a note or card from you. 
 
Stella Cherepko      Stella E. Cherepko 
3251 Bethel-Wilmington Road   402 Beckman Drive 
New Wilmington, PA 16142-2103   McKeesport, PA 15132-7409 
 
Stella Maloberti      Stella Peanoske 
417 Sloan Avenue      5988 Italy Road 
Jeannette, PA 15644-1680    Export, PA 15632-1564 
 
The Halki Seminary and the Patriarchate’s Existential Crisis 
Posted By Allen Yekikan On July 30, 2009 @ 12:35 pm 
 
AFP reported on Thursday that the Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul, 
Bartholomew I, was hopeful Turkey would re-open a historic seminary it 
shut down nearly four decades ago.  The Halki Orthodox Theological 
Seminary, located on the island of Halki off the coast of Istanbul, was the 
key Patriarchical institution for educating the Greek Orthodox 
Community and training its future clergy for more than a century before 
it was closed down by the Turkish government in 1971. 
 
The Patriarch was responding to signals last week by Turkey’s Culture 
Minister that Ankara is planning to re-open the Greek seminary, 
considered vital to the survival of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 
Istanbul.  
 
The Turkish Government forcibly closed down the Seminary under a law bringing 
Turkish universities under the state’s control.  Another law, however, made it 
illegal for anyone to enter the Orthodox priesthood unless they have graduated 
from Halki. 
 
Since the closure of the Halki Seminary, the Patriarchate has faced 
insurmountable barriers in staffing the Ecumenical Patriarchate to carry 
out the Church’s many administrative and spiritual responsibilities.  The 
only option left for the Patriarchate has been to bring clergymen and 
individuals from abroad to work at the ecumenical patriarchate, often 
illegally, since the Turkish government does not give them work permits. 
 
Furthermore, the Ecumenical Patriarchate has no property rights in Turkey and is 
taxed beyond excess.  Under Turkish law, the General Directorate of Welfare 
Foundations has the power to unilaterally confiscate minority properties.  
 



Along with the Halki Seminary, the Turkish Government has confiscated (usually 
secretly) 75 % of the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s properties, including homes, 
apartment buildings, schools, land, churches, monasteries, and even cemeteries.  
 
On March 20, 2006 the government erased the name of the Patriarchate 
from the ownership deed of the Orphanage of Buyukada, replacing it with 
the name of a minority foundation it had seized in 1997.  This move 
resulted in the effective confiscation of the orphanage.  
 
The Turkish government proceeded with the confiscation despite an appeal to the 
European Court of Human Rights by the Patriarchate in 2005.  The Orphanage, 
which is the largest wooden building in Europe, had been a Patriarchal 
institution, celebrating 550 years of continuous service under the care 
and guidance of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, preserving the Orthodox 
Faith, Hellenic Ideals and Greek Education. 
 
In the eyes of the Turkish government, the Ecumenical Patriarchate does 
not exist as a legal entity, and as a result, has virtually no rights. 
Although it was established in 451 AD, Turkish authorities refuse to 
recognize the Patriarchate as “Ecumenical” or International.  
 
Turkish law has relegated this 2,000 year-old church, which serves as 
the focal point of Orthodox Christendom, to a Turkish institution. 
 
As a result, the Turkish government also controls the process by which 
the Ecumenical Patriarch is selected.  Through illegal decrees, the 
government has imposed heavy restrictions on the election of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchs, requiring the Patriarch and the Hierarchs that 
elect him to be Turkish citizens.  The very existence of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate has been put in jeopardy as a consequence of these decrees. 
 
Turkish law requires that even priests must be Turkish citizens.  This 
excludes eligible clergy from around the world from attending to 
Turkey’s Greek community, which now numbers less than 3,000—most of 
which are elderly and not eligible candidates.  
  
There are currently roughly 200 Greek Orthodox Clergymen who live in 
Turkey and are Turkish citizens. Without the Halki Seminary, the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate has been forced to send its future clerics outside 
the country for training. Unfortunately, most do not return home. These 
restrictions severely limit not only who can become a priest, but also 
who can become the Ecumenical Patriarch. 
 
These policies are wearing away at the Christian presence in Turkey and 
threaten to eventually wipe out the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which 



stands as a 2,000 year-old spiritual beacon for more than 300,000 million 
orthodox Christians around the world. 
 
Since 1923, successive Turkish Governments have subjected the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate to a protracted and systemic campaign of institutional and cultural 
repression, squeezing the country’s Greek minority and its religious institutions to 
the point of complete exhaustion and despair. 
 
Despite direct stipulations in the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne that Turkey 
must legally recognize and protect its religious minorities, Christian 
communities in Turkey currently face unfair official restrictions regarding 
the ownership and operation of churches and seminaries.  The Turkish 
Government interferes in the selection of their religious leaders.  
 
Christian education has all but vanished, while freedom of expression 
and association, although provided for on paper, tend to get people 
killed. 
 
This political climate of religious repression has, for decades, encouraged 
extremists to attack the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul defacing its 
walls and desecrating its cemeteries.  
 
In 1955, riots broke out in Istanbul and quickly turned into pogroms against 
Greeks as 73 Orthodox churches and 23 schools were vandalized, burned, or 
destroyed; 1,004 houses of Orthodox citizens were looted; and 4,348 stores, 110 
hotels, 27 pharmacies, and 21 factories were destroyed.  The Greek Orthodox 
population in 1955 was 100,000.  In 1998, a Greek Orthodox official was 
murdered at his church, Saint Therapon, in Istanbul.  The church was then 
robbed and set on fire. 
 
Growing focus on Turkey in recent years and the country’s bid to join the 
European Union, has raised awareness and concern about the fate of the 
Patriarchate among governments, organizations and people around the 
world.  
 
The European Union has long asked Turkey to re-open the seminary in 
order to prove its commitment to human rights as it strives to become a 
member of the bloc. 
 
The Turkish Government, keen to boost its European credentials as it 
seeks EU membership, says it may finally take steps to prevent the 
destruction of one of the world’s oldest Christian churches and its 
Congregation.  
 



The bitter reality is that the very existence of the Patriarchate has been 
threatened by the very government that is now vaguely promising to 
save it. 
 
Turkish authorities have been issued such promises for decades. 

 
Article printed from Asbarez News: http://www.asbarez.com 
URL to article: http://www.asbarez.com/2009/07/30/the-halki-seminary-and-the-patriarchates-existential-crisis/ 

 
GOOD VISION IN A DOWNPOUR—via e-mail from Mike Holupka 

 
How to achieve good vision while driving during a heavy downpour. 
 
I can vouch for this!!  We are not sure why it is so effective; just try this 
method when it rains heavily. 
 
This method was told by a Police friend who had experienced and 
confirmed it. 
 
It is useful...even driving at night. 
 
Most of the motorists would turn on HIGH or FASTEST SPEED of the 
wipers during heavy downpour, yet the visibility in front of the 
windscreen is still bad... 
 
In the event you face such a situation, just try your SUN GLASSES (any 
model will do), and miracle! 
 
All of a sudden, your visibility in front of your windscreen is perfectly 
clear, as if there is no rain. 
 
Make sure you always have a pair of SUN GLASSES in your car, as you are 
not only helping yourself to drive safely with good vision, but also might 
save your friend's life by giving him this idea. 
 
Try it yourself and share it with your friends! 
 
'The will of God will never take you where the Grace of God will not 
protect you.' 
 
a word from the desert:  We believe that at the Transfiguration He 
manifested not some other sort of light, but only that which was 
concealed beneath His fleshly exterior.  This Light was the Light of 
the Divine Nature, and as such, it was Uncreated and Divine.  So 
also, in the teachings of the Fathers, Jesus Christ was transfigured 



on the Mount, not taking upon Himself something new nor being 
changed into something new, nor something which formerly He did 
not possess. Rather, it was to show His disciples that which He 
already was, opening their eyes and bringing them from blindness 
to sight.  For do you not see that eyes that can perceive natural 
things would be blind to this Light? 
 
from a Sermon on the Transfiguration 
St. Gregory Palamas, Archbishop of Thessalonica, +1359   
 
a word from the desert:  When you read the Gospels, Christ speaks to you; 
when you pray, you are speaking to Him…The Bible should be read not 
just for analysis, but as an immediate dialogue with the living Word 
Himself – to feed our love for Christ, to kindle our hearts with prayer and 
to provide us with guidance in our personal life.  St. Tikhon of Zadonsk  
 

Please see Alex downstairs after church to review and 
correct contact information for our updated Holy Ghost 
Parish directory.  This will only be distributed INTERNALLY, 
that is, within the parish, and is NOT for outside use!  Any 
questions, please see Alex, Pani Gina, or Father Bob. 
 
 


