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ON THE MEND: Please keep the following parishioners and others in your
prayers for recovery from their illnesses and injuries: Metropolitan
Constantine, Patriarch Pavle, Bishop Robert, Father Peter Natishan, Father
Gerald Olszewski, Father Jakiw Norton, Father Dragan Filipovic¢, Father Elias
Katras, Father Stevo Rocknage, Father Paul Stoll, Father Igor Soroka, Father
John Monronko, Father Michael Mihalick [MS], Ollie Pendylshok, Walt &
Evelyn Burlack, Joshua Agosto and his family, Harley Katarina Rahuba, Mike
and Hilda Holupka, Eva Malesnick, Helen Likar, Stella Peanoske, Joe Nezolyk,
Nick Behun, Terry Reinhart, Bernie O’Masta, Grace Holupka, Virginia Bryan,
Joseph Sliwinsky, Maria Balo, Linda Mechtly, Mary Mochnick, Mary Pekich,
Mildred Manolovich, Evelyn Misko, Jeanne Boehing, Alex Drobot, Rachelle,
Jane Golofski, Doug Diller, Harry Krewsun, Sandy Gamble, Glen Lucas
Burlack, Bernie Vangrin, Mary Alice Babcock, Dorie Kunkle, Andrea, &
Melissa [Betty O’Masta’s relatives]|, Mary Evelyn King, Stella Cherepko, Sam
Wadrose, Khoruia Joanne Abdalah, Cameron [a boy in Matt’s class], Faith—a
6-year-old girl with rheumatoid arthritis, Isabella Olivia Lindgren—a 2-year-
old with a brain tumor, Dillon, Ethel Thomas, Donna, Nick Malec [Maxine’s
brother], Bill, Erin, Jimmy Fennel [7th Grader|, Jim Markovich, Jeff Walewski
[thyroid cancer], Carol [Lotinski] Rose, Michael Miller, Dave May, Grace &
Owen Ostrasky, Alverta, Margaret Mueller, Gary Zurasky, Michael Horvath,
Patti Sinecki, David Genshi, Rita Very & family, Sue Segeleon, Mike Gallagher,
Mildred Walters, Michael Miller, Mike Pelchar [Liz’s brother|, Jim Logue—
throat cancer, Liz Stumpf, Ester Tylavsky, Ed Jamison, Theodore Nixon,
Charles Johnson, Donna Kerr [stroke|, Amy Forbeck, Michelle Corba
Kapeluck, Gloria Prymak [Liz’s niece], Robert Hippert & family, Margaret
Vladimir, Luke Emmerling, John Sheliga, Sabrina, George & Mika Rocknage,
Elizabeth Mitchell, Ann McKivitz, and Daria Masur. ARNOLD: Stefania Lucci,
Kay Tomson, Ann Ostaffy, Steve Sakal, Homer Paul Kline, and Steve Ostaffy.
We pray that God will grant them all a speedy recovery.

Father Bob invites everyone to share his KOLACH, a special bread baked in
honor of his KRSNA SLAVA—Saint Sava of Serbia. This traditionally
celebrates the day that a Serbian Orthodox family was baptized into
Christianity and is the family patron saint.




‘ REMINDER: 2008 wall calendars and donation envelopes are available downstairs!

Please remember ALL American servicemen and women in the Middle East in
your prayers. May God watch over them and all American servicemen and
women—and bring them all home safely!

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR “BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION” AND
CAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELS TO CHURCH. There is a shoebox in the
basement for Alex’s Fifth Grade and Matt’s Third Grade collections. THANK

YOU ALL FOR YOUR HELP! Alex and Matt

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE!

Communion Fasting: nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in cases
where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical reasons:
medication, diabetes, etc. If you have a question, please call Father Bob.

AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if you
just need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 279-5640.

Schedule of Services

Sunday, January 27 Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM
35TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—SAINT NINA-EQUAL-TO-THE-APOSTLES & ENLIGHTENER OF
GEORGIA, SAINT SAVA—ARCHBISHOP OF SERBIA, THE HOLY FATHERS SLAIN AT SINAI & RAITHU,
SAINT JOSEPH ANALYTINUS OF RAITHU MONASTERY, VENERABLE STEPHEN-ABBOT OF

CHENOLAKLOS MONASTERY NEAR CHALCEDON, SAINT THEODULUS-SON OF SAINT NILUS OF SINAI
Tone 2
I Timothy 1:15-17
Luke 18:35-43

Sunday, February 03 OBEDNITZA-DOWNSTAIRS 10:30 AM
36T SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—VENERABLE MAXIMUS THE CONFESSOR, MARTYR NEOPHYTUS
OF NICAEA, MARTYRS EUGENE, CANDIDUS, VALERIAN & AQUILA AT TREBIZOND, VIRGIN-MARTYR
AGNES OF ROME, MARTYR ANASTASIUS-DISCIPLE OF SAINT MAXIMUS THE CONFESSOR
Tone 3
II Corinthians 6:16-7:1
Matthew 15:21-28
Litany in Blessed Memory of Milton G. Chicka, Daniel Pysh, & Sara Chicka—Fr. Bob

Sunday, February 10 Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM
37T SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—ZACCHAEUS SUNDAY—VENERABLE EPHREM THE SYRIAN,
VENERABLE PALLADIUS THE ASCETIC, VENERABLE ISAAD THE SYRIAN-BISHOP OF NINEVEH,
VENERABLE EPHREM-BISHOP OF PEREYASLAV OF PERCHEVSKY LAVRA, COMMEMORATION OF ALL
DECEASED WHO DIED IN TIMES OF PERSECUTION FOR THEIR FAITH IN CHRIST
Tone 4
I Timothy 4:9-15
Luke 19:1-10
Litany in Blessed Memory of Claudia Gradicheck & George Horvath—Mike Horvath
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35" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—SAINT NINA-EQUAL-TO-THE-APOSTLES & ENLIGHTENER OF GEORGIA, SAINT
SAVA—ARCHBISHOP OF SERBIA, THE HOLY FATHERS SLAIN AT SINAI & RAITHU, SAINT JOSEPH ANALYTINUS OF
RAITHU MONASTERY, VENERABLE STEPHEN-ABBOT OF CHENOLAKLOS MONASTERY NEAR CHALCEDON, SAINT
THEODULUS-SON OF SAINT NILUS OF SINAI

TROPARION—TONE 2

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life Immortal,
Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead!
And when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead,
All the powers of heaven cried out:

O Giver of Life! Christ our God! Glory to Thee!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto
ages of ages. Amen.

KONTAKION—TONE 2

Hell became afraid, O Almighty Savior,

Seeing the miracle of Thy Resurrection from the tomb!
The dead arose! Creation, with Adam,

Beheld this and rejoiced with Thee!

And the world, O my Savior, praises Thee forever!

PROKEIMENON—TONE 2

READER: The Lord is my strength and my song. He has become my salvation.
PEOPLE: The Lord is my strength and my song. He has become my salvation.
READER: The Lord has chastened me sorely, but he has not given me over to death.
PEOPLE: The Lord is my strength and my song. He has become my salvation.
READER: The Lord is my strength and my song.

PEOPLE: He has become my salvation.

ALLELUIA VERSES—TONE 2

The Lord answer you in the day of trouble! The name of the God of Jacob protect you!

Save the king, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call!

Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Nina, Enlightener of Gruzia (Georgia), was born in about the
year 280 in the city of Kolastra in Cappadocia, where many of the Gruzian people had
gathered. Her father Zabulon happened to be a kinsman to the holy GreatMartyr George
(Comm. 23 April). He was descended of illustrious lineage and of pious parentage, and he
stood in good favour with the emperor, Maximian (284-305). Zabulon, a Christian, served in
the military under the emperor, and he took part in the setting free of Christian captives
from Gaul (modern France). Saint Nina's mother, Susanna, was a sister of the Jerusalem
Patriarch (some suggest named Juvenalios).

[trans. addendum: in 1996 the parents of Saint Nina were enumerated to the ranks of
the Saints; the commemoration of Saints Zabulon and Susanna is 20 May].

At twelve years of age Saint Nina went to Jerusalem together with her parents, who
had but only this one daughter. By their mutual consent and with the blessing of the
Jerusalem Patriarch, Zabulon devoted his life to the service of God at the Jordan, and
Susanna was made deaconness in the church of the Sepulchre of the Lord. The upbringing of




Saint Nina was entrusted to the pious woman-elder, Nianphora. Saint Nina displayed
diligence and obedience over the space of two years: with the help of the grace of God, she got
into the firm habit of fulfilling the rule of faith and she read the Holy Scripture zealously.

One time, while in tears reliving the experience of the Gospel passages describing the
Crucifixion of Christ the Saviour, the thought would not leave her mind over the fate of the
Chiton (Tunic) of the Lord (Jn. 19: 23-24). To the questioning of Saint Nina as to where the
Chiton (Tunic) of the Lord had gone (the account about it may be found under 1 October),
the woman-elder Nianphora declared that the undecayed Chiton (Tunic) of the Lord, by
tradition, had been carried off by the Mtskheta rabbi Eleazar and taken with him back to a
place named lIveria (Gruzia or Georgia), and called the Appanage (i.e. the ""allotted portion)
of the Mother of God. The All-Pure Virgin Herself during Her earthly lifetime had received
the Apostolic allotment for the enlightening of Gruzia, but an Angel of the Lord in appearing
to Her foretold, that Gruzia would become Her earthly appanage only afterwards upon Her
Repose, and that the Providence of God had prepared for Her Apostolic service too at Athos
(likewise called the Appanage of the Mother of God).

And learning further from the woman-elder Nianphora, that Gruzia had not then yet
been enlightened by the light of Christianity, Saint Nina both day and night in prayer
besought the MostHoly Mother of God, that She might grant her to see Gruzia converted to
Christ, and indeed too might enable her to find the Chiton (Tunic) of the Lord.

The Queen of Heaven heard the prayer of the young righteous one. One time, when
Saint Nina was taking rest after long prayer, the All-Pure Virgin appeared to her in a dream,
and entrusting her a cross plaited together of vineyard sprigs, She said: "*Take thou this
cross, for it wilt be for thee a shield and protection against all enemies both visible and
invisible. Go thou to the land of Iveria, proclaim there the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
and spread forth His grace: and | wilt be thine Protectress".

Awakening, Saint Nina saw in her hand the cross (now preserved in a special reliquary
in the Thilisi Zion cathedral church). Rejoicing in spirit, she went to her uncle, the Jerusalem
Patriarch, and told him about her vision. The Jerusalem Patriarch thereupon blessed the
young virgin in her deed of Apostolic service.

On the way to Gruzia, Saint Nina in miraculous manner escaped a martyr's death
under the Armenian emperor Tiridates, which however befell her companions -- the
emperor's daughter Ripsimia, her guide Gaiania and 35 virgins (Comm. 30 September), who
had fled to Armenia from Rome to escape persecution under the emperor Diocletian (284-
305). Bolstered in spirit by visions of an Angel of the Lord, appearing the first time holding a
incenser, and the second time a scroll in hand, Saint Nina continued on her way and appeared
in Gruzia in the year 319. News about her soon spread through the surroundings of
Mtskheta, where she asceticised, with numerous signs accompanying her preaching. Thus on
the day of the MostGlorious Transfiguration of the Lord, during the time of a pagan
sacrificial offering made by pagan priests in the presence of the emperor Mirian and a
multitude of the people, through the prayers of Saint Nina were toppled down from an high
mountain the idols -- Armaz, Gatsi and Gaim. This apparition was accompanied by a strong
storm.

Having entered Mtskheta, the ancient capital of Gruzia, Saint Nina found shelter in the
household of a childless imperial official, the wife of whom -- Anastasia, was delivered from
her infertility through the prayers of Saint Nina, and she came to believe in Christ.




Saint Nina healed from grievous infirmity the Gruzinian empress Nana, who upon
accepting holy Baptism, ceased with her idol-worship and became instead a zealous Christian
(Comm. 1 October). In spite of the miraculous healing of his wife, the emperor Mirian (265-
342), in heeding the complaints of the pagans, made ready to subject Saint Nina to fierce
tortures. "'At that very moment, when they did contrive execution for the holy righteous one,
the sun darkened and an impenetrable mist covered the place where the emperor was''. The
emperor suddenly fell blind, and seized by terror his retainers began to beseech their pagan
idols for a return of the light of day. ""But Armaz, Gaim and Gatsi were deaf, and the
darkness did intensify. Then with one voice the terrified cried out to God, Whom Nina did
preach. Instantly the darkness dissipated, and the sun shone in all its radiance'. This event
occurred on 6 May in the year 319.

Emperor Mirian, healed from his blindness by Saint Nina, accepted holy Baptism
together with all his retainers. Over the course of several years, by 324 Christianity had
ultimately consolidated itself in Gruzia.

The chronicles relate, that through her prayers it was revealed to Saint Nina, where the
Chiton (Tunic) of the Lord was hid. And at this place was built the first Christian temple in
Gruzia (at first a wooden church, but now the stone cathedral, in honour of the Twelve Holy
Apostles, the ""Svetitskhoveli').

During this period at the request of the emperor Mirian, with the assist of the
Byzantine emperor Saint Constantine (306-337), there was dispatched to Gruzia the Antioch
bishop Eustathios, with two priests and three deacons. Christianity took an definite hold upon
the land. The mountain regions of Gruzia however remained without enlightenment. In the
company of the presbyter James and one of the deacons, Saint Nina set off to the upper
regions of the Aragva and lori Rivers, where she preached the Gospel to the pagan hill-
people. Many of them came to believe in Christ and accepted holy Baptism. From thence
Saint Nina proceeded to Kakhetia (Eastern Gruzia) and settled in the village of Bodbe, in a
small tent aside a mountain. Here she led an ascetic life, dwelling in constant prayer, and
converting to Christ the surrounding inhabitants. Amidst all these was the empress of
Kakhetia, named Sodzha (Sophia), who accepted Baptism with all her court and a multitude
of the people.

Having completed her Apostolic service in Gruzia, Saint Nina perceived from above
about her impending end. In a letter to the emperor Mirian, she requested him to send bishop
John, so that he might prepare her for her final journey. But it was not only bishop John that
came, but also the emperor together with all the clergy set off to Bodbe, where at the
deathbed of Saint Nina were occurrences of many an healing. For the edification of the people
that had come, and at the request of her students, Saint Nina told about her origin and life.
This narration, written down by Solomia of Udzharm, has served as the basis of the Vita of
Saint Nina.

Reverently having communed the Holy Mysteries, Saint Nina gave final instructions
that her body be buried at Bodbe, and then she peacefully expired to the Lord in the year 335
(according to other sources, it was in the year 347, at 67 years of age, after 35 years of
Apostolic works).

The emperor, together with the clergy and the people -- grieving over the death of Saint
Nina, wanted to transfer her remains to the Mtskheta cathedral church, but they were not
able to remove the coffin of the ascetic from her chosen place of rest. And on this place in the
year 342 emperor Mirian started with the foundations, and his son the emperor Bakur (342-




364) completed and dedicated the church in the name of Saint Nina's kinsman, the holy
GreatMartyr George. Later on at this place was founded a women's monastery in the name of
Saint Nina. The relics of the saint, at her command concealed beneathe a crypt, were glorified
by many miracles and healings. The Gruzian (Georgian) Orthodox Church, with the assent of
the Antioch Patriarchate, designated Saint Nina the Enlightener of Gruzia as in rank Equal-
to-the-Apostles, and having enumerated her to the rank of the Saints, established her memory
under 14 January, on the day of her blessed end.

© 2000 by translator Fr. S. Janos.
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St Sava of Serbia
Memory celebrated

January 14 (27)
St Sava at Mount Athos

Rastko, youngest son of the Serbian district judge, STEFAN NEMANJA, was different
than his two brothers, Vukan and Stefan, in that he was modest, quiet, retiring and
pious; he enjoyed very much to read good books and to meditate in solitude. His
brothers on the other hand, like many other sons of aristocrats, preferred a life of
recreation and play; liked gentlemanly apparel and good food.

At one time there came to the home of Stefan Nemanja, in Serbia, a group of monks
from Mount Athos, who were seeking financial aid for their monasteries. Greatly
impressed by their narrations of the beauties of Mount Athos, and of the pious life led
by the monks, Rastko ran off with these monks to Mount Athos, where he promptly
entered the monastery, and was given the name of SAVA. He lived in the monastery as
a most modest monk, praying to God and fasting regularly, but, above all else, he liked
to read the holy books and to listen to the instructions of the monks.

After an interim of several years, and at the invitation of Sava, old Stefan Nemanja,
who had relinquished his throne to his son, Stefan, came to Mount Athos and entered
the monastery as a monk, SIMEON, by name. The devout father and son founded the
Serbian Monastery HILANDAR, in Mount Athos, where they then settled, and where,
shortly thereafter, St. Simeon died in the arms of his son, St. Sava. The death of his
father was beautifully and touchingly described by St. Sava.




The Monastery Hilandar became the fount of Serbian Orthodoxy and Serbian
education. Here books were translated and written; icons fashioned, as well as other
church articles, thence to be dispatched to every Serbian village and hamlet. To the
monastery, too, came many of the youth of Serbian heritage, to be taught and
eventually to become priests of the church.

The work of Saint Sava

With their father now gone, Sava's brothers, Vukan and Stefan, were at strife over the
throne, and as a result of their discord, the Serbian State, as well as the Orthodox
faith, was gravely threatened with extinction.

In the face of these difficult circumstances, Stefan remembered his youngest brother,

Sava, and asked him to return to his homeland and to bring with him the body of their
father. Bearing the remains of St. Simeon, St. Sava returned to his country, coming to
the Monastery of STUDENITZA, the endowment of Nemanja, and over the remains of

their father, effected the reconciliation of his warring brothers.

Following this, he was appointed Superior of the Monastery of Studenitza, instructing
and training many of the monks to become Serbian priests and teachers, and in
addition, assisting his brother Stefan, in affairs of state, counselling him wisely at all
times.

The Serbian State had progressed to the point of being respected and powerful. Thus,
at this time, Stefan, proclaiming himself king and placing the royal crown upon his
head, became the first Serbian king, STEFAN, THE FIRST-CROWNED.

There was a need also, that the Serbian Church become independent, for, up to the
time of St Sava, the church superior or BISHOPS in the Serbian State, had been
Greeks, who, to the Serbs were considered aliens. Realising the necessity for the Serbs
to have their own archbishops and bishops, St. Sava, in accord with his brother, King
Stefan, departed for the city of NICEA (Asia Minor), where lived the Greek king and
PATRIARCH. Sava requested the appointment of a Serbian bishop, which would further
strengthen the Orthodox Faith, whereupon the Greek Patriarch elevated St. Sava to
the office of the first Serbian ARCHBISHOP. Thus, the INDEPENDENCE OF
ARCHBISHOPRIC of the Serbian Church was established in the year of 1219.

Upon his return to Serbia, St. Sava, in agreement with his brother Stefan, divided the
Serbian land into bishoprics and appointed Serbs as bishops. For himself he chose as
his seat, the endowment of King Stefan, the Monastery of ZITCHA. In this, the
Monastery of Zitcha, St. Sava, with great solemnity, crowned his brother as king. Thus,



the coronation of the first king of Serbia, Stefan, the First-Crowned, took place in an
Orthodox Church, by a Serbian Archbishop. St. Sava worked especially toward the
enlightenment of the Serbian people. Numerous churches and monasteries were
erected everywhere, throughout the state. Monasteries in that time served as schools,
in which the Serbian youth were taught to read and write. Following completion of
their learning, they were appointed priests and teachers. Thus, thanks to the efforts
of St. Sava.

Saint Sava's repose

In his declining years, St. Sava made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, there to visit Christ's
grave. Prior to his return, he stopped at TRNOVO, to be the guest of his friend, the
Bulgarian emperor. St. Sava, celebrating the Divine service of Theophany, on a chilly
day, caught cold, became ill and died on January 14, (27) in the year of 1235.

The Bulgarian emperor insisted that the body of St. Sava remain in Bulgaria.
Consequently, the Serbian king, VLADISLAV, nephew of St. Sava, with great difficulty
succeeded in claiming the body of his uncle and interring it in Serbian soil at the
Monastery of MILESHEVO, an endowment of St. Sava.

To the Serbs, the grave of St. Sava was most sacred. During the time of Turkish
dominance, the Serbs came from all sides to his grave, offering prayers to God, and
seeking consolation in their suffering, and strength in their hope for liberation.
Realising to what extent the Serbs revered their saint, the Turks disinterred the body
of St. Sava from Mileshevo, taking it to BELGRADE at a place called VRACHAR, where
on a pyre, his body was burned to ashes, in the year of 1594.

In burning the body of St. Sava, the Turks believed that the people would forget
entirely their great benefactor and enlightener, even that his name would be for-
gotten. But they were wrong !

Albeit centuries have passed since the cremation of his remains, there does not exist
today, a Serb who is not familiar with his name, nor is there a Serbian school existing
which fails to venerate him every year.

By reason of his meritorious and holy life, Sava was proclaimed a Saint. The Serbian
Church celebrates St. Sava as their greatest saint and enlightener. His memory is
commemorated by the Orthodox Church on January 14 (27).

from Orthodox Messenger, February 1995
published bi-monthly by the SA Central Youth
PO Box 269, GLENELG SA 5045 AUSTRALIA



The following is the philosophy of Charles Schultz, the creator of the "Peanuts”
comic strip. You don't have to actually answer the questions. Just read the e -mail
straight through, and you'll get the point.

1. Name the five wealthiest people in the world.

2. Name the last five Heisman trophy winners.

3. Name the last five winners of the Miss America.

4. Name ten people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer Prize.

5. Name the last half dozen Academy Award winners for best actor and actress.
6. Name the last decade's worth of World Series winners.

How did you do?

The point is, none of us remember the headliners of yesterday. These are no
second-rate achievers. They are the best in their fields. But the applause dies.
Awards tarnish. Achievements are forgotten. Accolades and certificates are
buried with their owners.

Here's another quiz. See how you do on this one:

1. List a few teachers who aided your journey through school.

2. Name three friends who have helped you through a difficult time.

3 Name five people who have taught you something worthwhile.

4. Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated and special.
5. Think of five people you enjoy spending time with.

Easier?

The lesson: The people who make a difference in your life are not the ones with
the most credentials, the most money, or the most awards. They are the ones that
care .

Pass this on to those people who have made a difference in your life.

"Don't worry about the world coming to an end today. It's already tomorrow
in Australial" (Charles Schultz)



